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Yesterday’s vehicles 
on tomorrow’s roads

mckeel hagerty in the 
1956 black t-bird his 
family restored and 
which later won the 
Antique Automobile 
Club of America’s 
1995 national “best 
Post-war Car” award.
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If we CoulD sum up a vision for the future of our hobby, it would come down to yesterday’s 

vehicles on tomorrow’s roads. We all need to ensure that we’ll be able to use and enjoy our cars 

on public roads in perpetuity. in a nutshell, that’s the mission of the new Historic vehicle associa-

tion, or Hva. Hagerty is proud to be the founding sponsor of an organization that we believe will 

play a prominent role in protecting us from the effects of legislation that either directly target or 

indirectly restrict our hobby. the Hva will also help ensure that the necessary infrastructure and 

skills remain and that the history and heritage of the vehicles we love is preserved. 

as never before, our hobby is under fire on a number of fronts. now is clearly the time for a strong and 

united organization to look after our interests in much the same way that 50 years ago, aarP took up the 

too-often overlooked interests of some of the most valuable and productive members of our society.

in the coming months, we’ll be asking for your input and thoughts about this most important 

undertaking. We hope that we can count on you, the most knowledgeable and passionate ambas-

sadors of historic and collectible vehicles, to become involved in the preservation of the hobby.

Certainly the collector car world in general, and mine particularly, would be a bleaker place 

without the Ford thunderbird. Classic t-birds have always been a part of my family, so it’s with great 

personal pleasure that we give our “World of” treatment to the thunderbird. We hope you enjoy 

writer Mike Mueller’s unique spin on this icon, as well as the multimedia Web companion to it.

in keeping with the theme of looking out for the future of the hobby, writer Kathleen donohue 

is in her element as she takes a close and very personal look at three young men who are all short 

of 30, yet already have experienced several lifetimes of car knowledge and enthusiasm.

Finally, the future is now, as our own rob Sass has put together a list of 10 up-and-coming col-

lectibles, including some that have just plain been overlooked. as usual with these things, it could 

just as easily have been a list of 50 or 100, so we look forward to your comments.
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CleArlY, co-chairmen bill Warner and tom 

Cotter love assembling the finest cars in the 

world in imaginative categories for the annual 

amelia island Concours d’Elegance in sunny 

Florida — such as Cars of the Cuban races, 

Cars you never Knew Existed and Forgotten 

Fiberglass. Some resembled vacuum cleaners 

(1955 ghia gilda Streamline royal grande), 

some looked like airplanes (1919 leyat). Some 

engines were deafening, others eerily silent. 

all were fascinating.

 the best in Show Concours d’Elegance 

award went to Sam and Emily Mann’s 

spectacular 1937 Mercedes-benz 540K Special 

roadster. the Concours de Sport award went 

to Jonathan Feiber’s 1960 Maserati tipo 61 

“birdcage,” the car Stirling Moss drove to 

victory in the last Cuban grand Prix in 1960. 

Moss, recuperating after a fall, was missed; 

Carroll Shelby graciously appeared in his stead 

alongside richard Petty and don garlits. the 

trio kept Saturday’s seminar crowd — and each 

other — laughing, as they shared the good, 

the bad and the hilarious stories from their 

racing heyday. Petty, honorary chairman, was 

celebrated with an entire class of his racecars, 

including the legendary 1970 Plymouth 

Superbird. Unparalleled racing record aside, 

Petty reigns as “the King” for his generous 

nature and accessibility to his fans. Cotter says 

Petty’s presence brings the Concours circuit to 

a new audience — naSCar fans.

rM auctions featured the diverse 54-car 

collection of the late John o’Quinn and 

reported sales of more than $19 million, with 

88 percent of the cars sold. the sublime 1930 

duesenberg Model J Sport berline brought 

over $1.7 million; a spectacular graphite grey 

1955 Mercedes-benz 300Sl gullwing Coupe 

fetched $687,500.

Ending the rM monopoly at amelia, 

gooding and Company put down stakes 

at the amelia island Plantation. total sales 

exceeded $16 million, with last year’s best 

of Show winner, the 1931 voisin C20 v-12 

Mylord demi-berline, leading the way at $2.5 

million. and, as $35 million was spent at both 

auctions, there seems to be room for both. 

With 18,000 in attendance, the 15th 

amelia island Concours d’Elegance proved 

more popular than ever.

short  shifts   e v e n t sshort  shifts   a m e l i a  i s l a n d
1  3   5

2  4   R

AmeliA islAnd 
CelebrAtes 
15th ConCours 
d’elegAnCe

Clockwise from right: richard 
Petty served as this year’s 
honorary chairman; the 1937 
mercedes-benz 540k special 
roadster that won the best in 
show award; a 1969 fascination 
from the Cars You never new 
existed class; the crowd enjoys 
the view along the concourse. 

the ’32 voisin C20 v-12 (left) brought $2.5 million at gooding, and the ’30 
Duesenberg model J sport berline brought over $1.7 million at rm. 
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OneBeacon is proud to partner with Hagerty Insurance.

w w w. o n e b e a c o n . c o m

Classics Never Go Out Of Style.
       Neither does protecting your assets.
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b est  lo CA l  CA r  s h ow?
Maybe we’re biased, but we think the Hagerty Family Car 

Show is one of the best local car shows in the country. Held 

on the Fourth of July this year during the national Cherry 

Festival in traverse City, Michigan, it will be a real old-

fashioned independence day celebration. With the blue 

angels flying over in the afternoon, fireworks at night and a 

larger venue for more cars, the fun will last all day. Come join 

us if you’re in the traverse City area.

Monterey Car Week, in beautiful Monterey, California, packs a summer’s 

worth of car events into seven days. Highlights for 2010 include:

CArmel-bY-the-seA ConCours on the Avenue

august 10, motorclubevents.com 

AutomobIlIA montereY

aug. 10–11, automobiliamonterey.com

rolex montereY motorsPorts reunIon

aug. 12–15, mazdaraceway.com

the QuAIl

aug. 13; quaillodgeevents.com/pages/thequail.cgi

ConCorso ItAlIAno

aug. 13, concorso.com

Pebble beACh retroAuto

aug. 13–15, pebblebeachconcours.com

 ConCours D’lemons montereY

aug. 14; concoursdlemons.com

Pebble beACh ConCours D’elegAnCe

aug. 15, pebblebeachconcours.com

and don’t forget the auctions: 

russo and steele: aug. 12–14, russoandsteele.com

bonhams & butterfields: aug. 13, bonhams.com

rm Auctions: aug. 13–14, rmauctions.com

mecum: aug. 13–14, mecum.com

midAmerica: aug. 13–15, midamericaauctions.com

gooding & Company: aug. 14–15, goodingco.com

For more, visit montereycarweek.com.

n e w  n A m e  f o r 
m e A d o w  b r o o k
For 2010, the famous Michigan concours will be known as the 

Concours d’Elegance of america at Meadow brook and will be 

helmed by new executive director James McCarter. 

McCarter has a background in newspaper publishing, 

including the Metro Times, detroit’s long-running, free weekly 

entertainment tabloid. the “hometown” concours of the Motor 

City will still be held on the oakland University campus in 

rochester Hills, Michigan. 

this year’s event, scheduled for Sunday, July 25, should be 

heavy on american cars of the ’50s and ’60s, with special classes 

including ridler award Winners, Space age Sport Coupes and 

Factory Experimental drag Cars. rM will also be conducting its 

annual auction on Saturday (meadowbrookconcours.org).

the hagerty family 
Car show features 
hundreds of show-
condition collector 
vehicles, with three 
judging classes.

r
o

b
E

r
t 

K
li

n
E

events during monterey Car week include the rolex monterey 
motorsports reunion (top) and a rally along the monterey Peninsula.
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Alfa Century 2010, the Alfa Romeo 
Owners Club National Convention 
and Centennial Celebration
June 23–27, Frederick, Maryland 

alfaromeonews.com/alfacentury

With a swap meet, tours, track events, 

tech seminars and the concorso, 

there’s something here for any Alfisti.

Survivor Collector Car Show
June 27, St. Charles, illinois 

survivorcollectorcar.com

Presented by Bloomington Gold and 

Hagerty, this is the foremost display 

of unrestored original collector cars.

Micro/Mini Car World Meet
aug. 21–22, Chicago, illinois

worldmeet2010.com

More than 500 cars are expected for 

this event, which includes an all-day 

car show, tech sessions and tours.

Woodward dream Cruise 
aug. 21, Metro detroit, Michigan

woodwarddreamcruise.com

Eight Detroit suburbs play host to the 

most entertaining traffic jam on earth.

+EVENTS
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Insurance Plan
for your Battery.

Visit your local retailer or call 
877-456-7901
www.batterytender.com 

The World’s Most Advanced
Battery Chargers!
Battery Tender® – fully automatic, 
multi-stage, constant current, micro 
chip “smart” chargers – apply and 
hold peak charge, then maintain 
it at optimum fl oat voltage.

Battery
Tender®Junior
5 Year Warranty

Battery 
Tender®
Plus

10
Year

Warranty

Signifi cantly Extends Battery Life!
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Angie’s list Tackles Collector Cars
looking for a restoration shop? Consumer ratings 

and review provider angie’s list (angieslist.com) has 

begun culling reports on classic car service businesses. 

Feedback from vintage car owners on 80 categories 

of restoration and repair work is now available in a 

national database. angie’s list is a subscription-based 

service that boasts more than 1 million users. that’s 

founder angie Hicks (above) in her bugeye Sprite.

s h e l b y  l Aw s u i t  t h r o w n  o u t

1  3   5

2  4   R
short  shifts   n e w s

Ran When Parked: Advice and 
Adventures from the Affordable 
Underbelly of Car Collecting
a member of the Hagerty Media team 

and a regular contributor to Hagerty’s, 

rob Sass is always looking for his next 

motorized adventure. He buys, he drives, 

sometimes he restores a little, but in the 

end he sells and moves on to the next 

car. in his characteristically breezy style 

he examines a variety of affordable cars, 

complete with pitfalls and strengths, 

generally basing his suggestions on per-

sonal experiences with cars as diversely 

different as a daimler SP250 or a buick 

riviera. looking for ideas about what to 

choose for your next affordable old car? 

Ran When Parked is a great place to start. 

$30.00. available at book stores, amazon.

com or enthusiastbooks.com.

Factory Five racing can continue building and selling its type 65 Coupe, a replica 

of the original Shelby daytona Coupe. a U.S. district judge dismissed the latest 

litigation from famed race driver and tuner Carroll Shelby, who had sought to stop 

Factory Five on the grounds that its design infringed upon Shelby’s. However, the 

court did not agree, pointing to a previous suit brought by Shelby that was settled 

in 2002. according to the judge, this new complaint was similar enough to fall 

under the terms of that settlement, in which Shelby granted the kit car manufac-

turer the right to sell its clone of the Cobra 427 S/C.
factory five racing type 65 Coupe

o n  t h e  b o o k  s h e l f
Vignale Con Michelotti Designer 
although there are major histories about Pinin-

farina, touring, zagato and bertone, far less has 

been written about Carrozzeria vignale. Vignale con 

Michelotti Designer is the story of the lengthy col-

laboration between coachbuilder alfredo vignale 

and designer giovanni Michelotti. Written by vig-

nale’s nephew, alfredo zanellato vignale, the text is 

presented in its original italian and an English trans-

lation. However, the true value in this small book lies 

in both the wonderful photos and a list of the cars 

that emerged from the vignale-Michelotti partner-

ship. available through hagerty.com/vignale.
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AACA Celebrates 75 Years
When the 14 men and one woman who founded the 

antique automobile Club of america (aaca75.org) 

met on nov. 4, 1935, they couldn’t have foreseen just 

how successful their nascent historical society would 

become. Seventy-five 

years later, aaCa has 

grown to more than 

60,000 members in more 

than 400 regions and 

chapters spanning the 

globe. to commemorate 

its longevity, the group 

will be celebrating its 

diamond Jubilee 

June 30–July 3, in 

louisville, Kentucky. 
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Web Faves 
in Steve Haas’ article 
“your Computer 
Might be your best 
tool” in the Spring 
issue of Hagerty’s, we 
invited you to tell us 
about your favorite 
automotive Web 
sites, and many of 
you wrote in. leading 
the list — thanks to a 
dozen well-organized 
fans — was mgytypes.
org. Want to know 
the other sites that 
moved people to 
write us, as well as 
our own favorites? 
go to hagerty.com/
webfavorites.

Funding the Collector Car Hobby
the Collectors Foundation (collectorsfoundation.org) 

awarded five grants during the first quarter of 2010:

•  Sponsoring the antique automobile Club of 

america library & research Center’s international 

automotive library Conference.

•  awarding a matching grant to the Herreshoff Marine 

Museum to initiate an after-School Mentorship 

Program in Classic boat repair and Maintenance.

•  renewing the leMay Museum’s grant to support 

a summer intern.

•  renewing the Studebaker national Museum’s 

grant to support a summer intern.

•  awarding a $20,000 matching grant to the Phoenix 

garage to initiate a new program that will assist at-risk 

students in building high-performance vehicles.

C o n n e C t i n g  k i d s  w i t h  C A r s
operation ignite!, Hagerty’s youth program, has a new face in 

coordinator tabetha Salsbury. you might spot her at one of the 11 

shows where Hagerty conducts its popular youth Judging program, 

teaching children the ins and outs of show car evaluation. Salsbury 

will also be overseeing the 2010 young designers Contest. this year’s 

theme — next generation of Collectors, next generation of Cars 

— asks teenage artists to design a future vehicle that’s inspired by 

their favorite collector car. Five finalists will win trips to California to 

attend an awards ceremony held at the Hagerty Monterey Car Week 

celebration. voting on the hagerty.com Web site ends on July 13.

some of the young visitors to 
Amelia Island take part in the 
Youth Judging program.
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CUSTOMIZING A HAGERTY POLICY IS A LOT LIKE PIMPING YOUR RIDE – SINCE NO TWO  

COLLECTORS ARE ALIKE, YOU’RE FREE TO ADD THE FEATURES THAT MATTER MOST TO YOU. 

Spend a lot of time working on your car? Add our Tools and Spare Parts coverage. Collect car-related 

memorabilia? Automobilia coverage is the answer. Restoring a vehicle? Add Vehicle Under Construc-

tion coverage. Frequently hit the road for tours? Traveling Collector coverage is a smart choice.

Not available in all states. This is only a general description of coverage. All coverage is subject to policy provisions, exclusions and endorsements.

Pimp your policy to fit your needs. Call one of our knowledgeable representatives at 800-922-4050.

Your
PimpPolicy

2010-248 4-10
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A Sounds like a fun project. Try Bill 

Hirsch Automotive Products (800-

828-2061, hirschauto.com). You could also 

contact Miller Motors Hudson, the “last 

Hudson dealer,” at ypsiautoheritage.org 

for some ideas. You might want to join the 

Hudson-Essex-Terraplane Club. They’ll be 

invaluable in terms of giving you ideas of 

where to look for bits and pieces as well as 

advice from other owners. Check hetclub.

org to find a chapter near you. There’s also 

an online club: hudsonclub.org. Good luck 

and enjoy the restoration project. 

Bits and pieces Restoring a Hudson interior, and more.

Q during the restoration of my ’63 

Sunbeam alpine Series ii, the interior 

shop misplaced the latches that clamp the soft 

or hard top to the top of the windscreen. now i 

have only one set and if i want to change tops, 

i will have to remove the latches from one top 

and set them onto the other top. do you have 

any leads on replacing them?

A First try contacting classictiger.com/

suppliers.html. If that doesn’t work, 

try these alternatives: victoriabritish.com, 

runnerduck.com, sunbeamalpine.org, 

macgregorukcarparts.com, rootes.com, 

sunbeamsupreme.co.uk, classicsunbeam.com, 

sunbeam-alpine.co.uk or holden.co.uk. 

Q What is the best place to have a ’65 

giulia Spider restored on the East Coast?

A There are several excellent possibilities. 

One is Alfas Unlimited in Norfolk, 

Connecticut (alfasunlimited.com). Another 

is Automotive Restorations in Stratford, 

Connecticut (automotiverestorations.com). 

Treasured Motorcar Services in Reisterstown, 

Maryland (treasuredmotorcars.com) is also a 

good bet.

Q i am looking for materials for the inside of my Hudson. i need a 
complete headliner and the seats have to be redone. Can you 

make any recommendations on whom to contact?

ask hagerty
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Send your questions to askhagerty@
hagerty.com. to see more concierge questions 
and answers, go to hagerty.com/concierge.
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great resourCes
N E W  T O P  j O B

The smart way to renew your convertible top.  by don SHErMan

Ragtop redo

sInCe the tYPICAl soft top has a half-life of three or so 

years, your convertible is either ready for attention or it soon 

will be. this is an especially finicky phase of any car restoration, 

so it pays to plan ahead. Having a clear understanding of 

everything involved with a convertible top replacement is the 

key to obtaining stellar results at a reasonable cost.

Symptoms of a top needing attention include tears, 

splits, a sloppy fit, fading, a cloudy rear window and 

wind or water leaks. and if there’s only a groan when you 

activate the power up/down switch, your electro-hydraulic 

lift system is on the fritz.

before a fresh top is installed, be sure to thoroughly 

diagnose the underpinnings so you don’t end up putting a 

bandage on some deep-seated problem. Check the top frame 

for worn bushings, bent arms and loose attachments. Make 

sure your hydraulic pump, lines and cylinders are up to snuff. 

Carefully inspect the weather strips and latching hardware.

Except for do-it-yourselfers with vast soft-trim 

experience, replacing a convertible top is best left to 

specialists who know the tricks of the trade.

Start by building a knowledge base. Convertible tops 

are available in different grades (weight per square yard), 

materials (vinyl or cloth) and textures. Experts in your 

marque club can help you find the original-equipment 

specification and the right color for your top plus a local 

installation shop with a proven track record. Plan on 

replacing underpadding, the storage well liner and the 

snap-on cover that protects a folded top from sun damage.

do not remove the old top because your installer will 

need it for guidance in positioning the new top. Convertible 

tops are usually made from patterns, so make sure you 

and your installer concur on the source of the new top and 

whether it conforms to original factory specifications. For 

obscure applications, your installer can create a fresh top 

from bulk material using your old top as the pattern.

Plan on spending $1,000 for a straightforward top 

replacement on a small car. larger cars and more complex 

installations can cost two to three times that much. Most 

shops will require only a day or two to fit a top you’ll love to 

show off … in the raised position.

to gauge how your soft top is wearing, regularly check all latches and frame-folding mechanisms and watch for splits or window tears. 
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Convertible 
service

800-333-1140
convertible
parts.com

Convertible top 
specialists Inc.
800-272-2394

topsdown.com

hydro-e-lectric
800-343-4261
hydroe.com

metro moulded 
Parts Inc.

800-878-2237
metrommp.com

robbins Auto 
top Company
805-604-3200
robbinsauto
topco.com

shelby trim
586-939-9090

shelbytrim.com



We’re serious when we say...

“Auto Lifts. And More.”
SuperLifts.com offers a large variety of lifts, jacks and accessories. Everything from heavy duty 

four post lifts to bag jacks. Take a look at just a few of our most popular products.

1-800-526-9992 
www.SuperLifts.com

SP-4 Single Post Lift TMR-48 Midrise Scissor Lift SJ-1 Sliding Bridge Jack SJ-2 Double Bag JackS-9F Two Post Lift
ON SALE $1995 DELIVERED
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55
Star

Warranty

ST-9000 SUPERTWIN TWO CAR LIFT
Two Cars. One Lift. Perfect for Car Collectors with Limited Space
Ever dreamed of having a mezzanine that would move up and down 
in your garage? We’ve turned that dream into reality. The SuperTwin 
is perfect for doubling the space of your two car garage.

STANDARD 
FEATURES
• One pair 36” Aluminum Ramps
• 220 V Power
• Roller Bearing Pulleys
• Outside Slider Design
• 16 Anchor Bolts
• Cylinder Vent to Tank Line
• Single Point Release

OUR #1 SELLER
NATIONWIDE
SR-7H FOUR POST LIFT
The ultimate lift for the
serious auto enthusiast!

SJ-7000 ECONOMY LIFT
An amazing lift at an amazing price!

Economy Lifts 
starting at

$1995
F.O.B.

It’s Not Just A 
Lift... It’s A 

Trophy Stand!

SR-7HXLT shown 
with chrome package.
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your turn
B E F O R E  &  A F T E R

* values provided by Hagerty’s Cars That Matter, May–august 2010.         † values provided by Old Cars Report Price Guide.

the route to fruition for this stunning 1966 

Jaguar E-type Series 1 4.2 coupe spanned 

25 years for Californian Carl Madson. the 

program manager bought the car from his 

college roommate in the mid-1980s, non-

running and with the cylinder head dismantled, 

saving it until he got settled in life and had the 

appropriate resources. that time finally came 

last year, when Madson found the sour 

economy had opened up the appointment 

books at the best area shops. a full rotisserie 

restoration, along with performance upgrades 

and changing the original pale yellow exterior 

to rosso di passione (“Passion red” in italian) 

brought the Jag roaring splendidly back to life.

Miracles really do happen: Just two years 

into its career with a rural heating con-

tractor, this 1949 Studebaker dual-wheel 

flatbed found itself parked in a Maryland 

barn when the business folded. and 

there it remained for the next half cen-

tury until Pennsylvanian Wayne Cooper 

acquired it for just $700 after its discovery 

by his eagle-eyed son. With fewer than 

15,000 miles showing on the odometer, 

the Studebaker was mechanically sound 

but needed new Forest green paint, tires, 

brakes and upholstery. Several years and 

plenty of diligence later, Cooper now has 

a terrific weekend hauler for his small col-

lection of vintage tractors. 

Price range for a 1949 
Studebaker r2: $8,500-$19,000†Price range for a 1966 Jaguar e-tyPe 

SerieS i 4.2 couPe: $27,700-$77,900*

1966 JAguAr 
e-tyPe series 1 4.2 1949 studebAker 

r2 flAtbed

n the road again
Five worthy classics get a new chance to shine in the sun — thanks to 
their loving and visionary owners.  by JoHn l. StEino
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Send your best ”before 
and after” photos, along 
with a short description 
of the project, to 
photoshagertys@
hagerty.com and you 
might see it featured on 
these pages. Haven’t 
seen your submission in 
the magazine? Check 
the Hagerty Web site at 
hagerty.com/yourturn.

oklahoman bob icenberger’s uncle 

bought this 1940 Hudson coupe new in 

long beach, California, and soon joined 

the U.S. army air Forces, only to perish 

on a night mission in 1943. another uncle 

drove it before willing it to icenberger in 

1965. bob drove the coupe while his kids 

were young, parked it for decades, then 

crafted this unusual hotrod using a Chevy 

v-8, a nova axle, Chrysler brakes and 

austin-Healey steering. bob received a 

prestigious paint award at the Street rod 

nationals for the paint job he did with 

the help of friend gary Mundy.

1940 hudson 
business CouPe

Price range for a 1940 HudSon 
buSineSS couPe: $7,000-$16,000†

inspired by the show Overhaulin’, young Jim gorel Jr. hatched 

a plan last summer to restore his father Jim’s beloved 1955 

Chevy 210 for Father’s day — in one week. He and a half-

dozen friends did just that while his parents were on vacation. 

one team worked on the brakes and fuel system, and another 

sanded and prepped the body for paint. racing literally around 

the clock, they turned dad’s daily driver of 35 years from a car-

port queen to a ballroom princess in record time, sliding the 

reupholstered front seat into place minutes before the parents 

returned. “When we came in and he said, ‘Happy Father’s day, 

dad!’ it really got to me,” gorel Sr. admits.

1963 CheVrolet noVA suPer sPort
“boy, do i have a block for you,” began the e-mail from a north dakota senior to Seattle resident Marco 

Savarise. the message proved a sight for sore eyes as Marco, longtime owner of the first-year nova SS 

shown here, had been looking for a rebuildable 194-cid engine block to get his favorite car back on 

the road. now he had a new one; unused and as valuable as an amber-encased bug is to an entomol-

ogist. it was the toughest-to-find part the aerospace engineering tech needed for his restoration, 

and now resplendent in original Silver blue, the rare six-cylinder ’63 SS is happily on the road again.

Price range for a 1963 cHevrolet nova SuPer SPort: $8,300-$33,540*

Price range for a 1955 cHevrolet 210: $6,700-20,100*

1955 CheVrolet 210



worlD of 1955–1957

Few AmericAn clAssics still turn heAds like Ford’s FlAshy 
two-seAter, A time mAchine thAt simply reFuses to FAde AwAy

by MiKE MUEllEr  >> PHotograPHy by Evan KlEin
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//////////// CRUISIN’ dOWN MEMORY lANE
Baseball, apple pie and Chevrolet? Get outta town! Nostalgic icons don’t 
come much more patriotic than Ford’s original T-bird, which a half-
century back may well have captured the very essence of what makes a 
great American car a great American car. “Named after a legend, it may 
create one of its own,” predicted a January 1955 Motor Life report. Was 
this prophecy or understatement? According to a 1992 USA Today poll, 
the ’57 Thunderbird ranked as “America’s Favorite Classic Car.” 
Whether it remains so today typically represents a matter of opinion.

“People of a certain age probably remember the original T-bird 
well,” says West Peterson, editor of Antique Automobile, the bimonthly 
magazine of the Antique Automobile Club of America (aaca.org). 
“But I’d have to say that, among non–car enthusiasts in their 20s, it’s U

nforgettable is simply not a big enough 
word to describe Ford’s first Thunderbird, 
built with two seats only from 1955 to 
1957. Even people who couldn’t care less 
about cars will more often than not stop 
and smile when an “Early Bird” glides 
into view. That long, prestigious hood and 
cute little rear deck. Those classic port-
holes and Continental kit added in 1956. 
The pair of polite, trendy fins that 
sprouted out back in 1957. It would be 
hard to find anyone of a certain age who 
doesn’t recognize this timeless face.

rolling on a tidy 102-inch wheelbase 
(same as Chevrolet’s early Corvette), 
ford’s original thunderbird, built from 
1955 to ’57, combined loads of luxury 
and class with just enough sportiness 
to inspire some critics to call these 
classic two-seaters rivals. Introduced 
in ’54, ford’s new Y-block v-8 (lower 
left) was standard for the 1955–’57 
t-bird. An optional 312-cid Y-block 
joined the base 292-cid version in ’56.
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50-50 whether they would know it at a glance. 
I’d say a vintage VW Beetle is more easily rec-
ognized casually among them.”

James Hack, managing director of the Clas-
sic Thunderbird Club International (CTCI), 
based in Signal Hill, California, adds, “The ’57 
Chevy is probably more notable from a casual 
perspective today, but most likely because they 
made more of them. You also don’t see many 
T-birds running around the streets anymore, 
not like ’57 Chevys, Mustangs and so on.”

According to David Tulowitzky, of the CTCI’s 
Trail Birds of Southwest Florida chapter, at best 
the ’57 Chevy is “probably equal” to the ’57 
T-bird right now as far as general popularity is 

concerned. “There might have been other 
popular collector cars that have popped up in 
recent years, but I don’t know of any other 
model that has surpassed the T-bird. Today 
muscle cars are drawing more and more atten-
tion as a whole, but there isn’t one particular 
model that stands out as much as the early 
T-bird, certainly among casual observers.”

Both Hack and Tulowitzky agree that rela-
tive rarity and an initial short shelf life helped 
heighten the two-seat T-bird’s appeal. 

“They were unique in their time,” adds 
Tulowitzky. “The Corvettes were too, but Chev-
rolet kept building them and building them bet-
ter. These days, Corvettes of the ’50s don’t draw 

as much attention. Had they only built them for 
three years, it probably would be different now.”

Echoes Hack about the early T-bird: “For 
three years there was nothing like them. They 
retained a lot of character and haven’t been 
modeled again since.” 

Or at least not until Ford itself took a shot 
at reviving some of that character in 2002 with 
a reborn two-seater, a retro-styled plaything 
that stuck around through 2005 before disap-
pointing sales sent it packing.

“I liked the reborn Bird, and we considered 
buying one,” says Tulowitzky. “But it came out just 
before the new Mustang did, and lot of us in the 
club felt they could’ve done more to make the new 

A removable fiberglass 
hardtop was available 
from the get-go for 
ford’s sexy two-seat 
convertible. Chevrolet 
didn’t offer one to 
Corvette customers until 
1956. A stylish “port-
hole” was added to 
thunderbird roofs in ’56 
(far right), but topless 
travel was the only way 
to be seen at the wheel 
of an “early bird.” 

1955-57 Thunderbird F acts and F igures
Model Production length Height Weight Base Engine Transmission
1955 thunDerbIrD 16,155 175.5" 52.2" 2,980 lbs. 193-hp 292-cid v-8 three-speed manual**

1956 thunDerbIrD 15,631 185"* 52.5" 3,088 lbs. 200-hp 292-cid v-8† three-speed manual**

1957 thunDerbIrD 21,380 181.4" 51.6" 3,144 lbs. 212-hp 292-cid v-8† three-speed manual**

*includes Continental kit.          †312-cid y-block optional.          **Ford-o-Matic automatic optional.
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1955-57 Thunderbird Prices
1955 thunDerbIrD $2,944 (then)  $16,400-$53,000* (now)

1956 thunDerbIrD $3,151 (then)  $18,100-$65,000* (now)

1957 thunDerbIrD $3,408 (then)  $19,400-$115,000* (now)

top: telling the three early birds 
apart is simple. Along with its 
porthole roof, the 1956 model 
(left) was fitted with a trendy 
Continental-kit spare tire. the 
spare went back inside in 1957 
(right) as the trunk was lengthened 
and crowned with humble tailfins.

* values provided by Hagerty’s Cars That Matter, May–august 2010.
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T-bird look like the ’55, much like they’d made 
the new Mustang look like the old ones.”

Tulowitzky bought his first two-seat 
Thunderbird, a ’57, in 1972, and still 
proudly shows it off today. He has also 
owned a few ’56 T-birds over the years, 
basically because his wife has always favored 
that model. “Women do love the Thunder-
bird,” he chuckles, while identifying an 
important voter base that in his opinion 
surely has aided his favorite car over the 
years in any and all popularity contests.

//////////// THIS CAR’S A STAR
Hooking up with various media outlets dur-
ing the ’60s and ’70s also didn’t hurt its 
popularity. Once honored in song as well as 
on the silver screen, the Thunderbird legend 
took on a transcendental scope, enticing 
many among the masses who other wise 
might not have considered it possible for an 
automobile to be a pop icon.

Icons themselves, Southern California’s 
Beach Boys first turned to Dearborn’s two-
seater for lyrical inspiration in 1963. When 
songwriter Brian Wilson needed a measur-
ing stick to demonstrate the rubber-burning 
prowess of a ’32 Ford hot rod, he chose the 
coolest car he knew. “Just a little Deuce 
Coupe with a flathead mill,” crooned the 
Wilson brothers and friends, “but she’ll walk 
a Thunderbird like it’s standing still.” Who 
cared that he certainly could’ve chosen hot-
ter Detroit iron? Beach Boys fans didn’t, nor 
did they probably “know what I got.” Most 
never set foot on a surfboard, either.

What surf music followers did know 
was how to have a blast, at least until 
“Daddy took the T-bird away,” or so 
claimed Fun, Fun, Fun, the 1964 Beach 
Boys hit that more accurately reflected the 
Thunderbird’s place in the cool world. 
While a real factory hot rod it wasn’t, Ford’s 
original T-bird did pack loads of status, 
prestige and pizzazz, making it the perfect 
rich man’s toy and the perfect gift for his 
best girl, be she daughter, wife or mistress.

This classy chassis image also proved per-
fect for both movies and television. A red 
two-seat T-bird fit Robert Urich like a glove 
for his role as detective Dan Tanna in ABC’s 
Vega$, aired from 1978 to 1981. Sexy assis-
tants, life-in-the-fast-lane Las Vegas nights, 
and a too-cool-for-school ride — what else 
could a man want?

In Curt Henderson’s case, the answer to 
that question sat behind the wheel of a ’56 
Thunder bird. Easily the most renowned star-
ring role for a T-bird came in George Lucas’ 
1973 hit movie American Graffiti when Hen-
derson, played by Richard Dreyfuss, stumbles 
upon the perceived love of his life, Suzanne 
Somers, while cruising the strip the night 
before he is to fly off east to college.

“The most perfect, dazzling creature I’ve 
ever seen,” continues to taunt Henderson from 
her virgin white ’56 right up to movie’s end. 
Whether she was the young trophy wife of a 
wealthy jeweler or a high-priced call girl mat-
tered not at all. “I just saw a vision, I saw a god-
dess,” was Curt’s claim. But would he have been 
equally dazzled had Somers been riding in the 
back of a four-door 1958 Edsel, like he was?

The #1 Manufacturer 
and Supplier of Corvette 

Interiors, Parts & Wheels!
Corvette America products are available from:
	 •	ALL	Major	Corvette	Parts	Suppliers
	 •	Restoration	Shops
	 •	Your	Local	Dealer

Dealer inquiries welcome!

Call or go online
to get your

FREE	Catalogs!

Large Selection of Parts & Accessories at Competitive Prices!

800-458-3475
www.CorvetteAmerica.com
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F amily Ties 
While initial raves suited the Early bird’s 

creators to a t, market realities forced 

Ford’s hand to plan a radical change. the 

enlarged “Squarebird” of 1958 ensured 

thunderbird drivers of a ride into a new 

decade as sales jumped a whopping 

76 percent. the thunderbird legacy 

rolled through 11 generations during 

its 50-year run. introducing unitized 

body-frame construction into the mix, the 

Squarebird was followed by the restyled 

“roundbird” from ’61 to ’63 with another 

unit-bodied bird on the market from 

’64 to ’66. body-on-frame construction 

returned in ’67 for the fifth-generation 

bird, a truly big machine offered with 

either two or four doors. the even-larger 

’72 was basically a rebadged lincoln. a 

unitized platform returned in ’77 beneath 

the downsized eighth-generation t-bird, 

based on Ford’s midsized ltd ii. award-

winning aerodynamics adorned the ’83 

model, and an even slicker shell debuted 

six years later. the story finally came full 

circle after J Mays’ nostalgic two-seater 

hit the streets in 2002.

//////////// TWO’S COMPANY
Talk around Dearborn of a sporty two-seater 
dated as far back as 1951, but it wasn’t until 
Chevrolet rolled out one of its own that Ford 
people actually got serious about building a 
counterpart. Henry Ford II’s guys got their 
first look at Chevy’s new fiberglass-bodied 
Corvette at General Motors’ Motorama in 
New York in January 1953. About a month 
later, the order was given to create a compar-
able machine, and Ford general manager Lewis 
Crusoe’s team wasted little time executing it.

Chief engineer William Burnett oversaw 
mechanicals, while William Boyer, working 
under the influence of legendary designer 
Frank Hershey, handled the bulk of the styling 

direction. A completed wooden mockup was 
ready by February 1954. As for a name, that 
came about after a corporation-wide contest 
was held offering $250 to any employee who 
best honored the new breed. Stylist Alden 
“Gib” Gilberson won the contest. Gilberson 
turned to familiar Native American mythology 
for inspiration. 

Motor Trend’s Don MacDonald was, in the 
spring of 1954, among the first to announce 
the upcoming arrival of something truly new 
on the Detroit scene — truly new because 
Ford appeared ready to not only meet Chevro-
let’s challenge but to do it one better. Like 
MacDonald, nearly all who saw the Thunder-
bird mockup recognized that about the only 

A less cluttered grille appeared for 
the last of the two-seat t-birds in 
1957. A floor shifter and standard 
tachometer (lower right) helped 
inspire curbside kibitzers to call the 
early bird a sports car.



ACTIVE LUXURY AT ITS BEST
NOW WITH DIAMONDS AS STANDARD

The Daniel Steiger Alphagraph Diamond. A sporty timepiece with a luxury edge, is now available direct from the manufacturer at the 

astonishingly low price of  $199 - a saving of  $896 on the retail price of  $1,095. So how can we make an offer like this? The answer 

is beautifully simple. We have no middleman to pay. No retail overheads to pay and not the usual mark-up to make, which on luxury 

items (including watches) can be enourmous. We just make beautiful watches, beautifully simple to buy.

DOUBLE  
DISCOUNT

82%OFF
LIST PRICE

$1,095
WAS

$249
NOW JUST

$199
YOU SAVE 

$896

CALL OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE ON1-877 550 9876
Please quote code HAG105ALP or go to www.timepiecesusa.com/hag105

Timepieces International Inc, 3580 NW 56th Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 33309
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aspects directly copied from the Corvette were 
its topless body, two-passenger seating and 
short, 102-inch wheelbase. MacDonald’s one-
page April 1954 MT report, entitled “Thun-
derin’ Thunderbird,” explained that Crusoe 
had insisted that his designers stick with a 
metal body, not fiberglass, to keep manufac-
turing difficulties down while speeding pro-
duction up. Ford clearly intended to build 
T-birds faster, and thus more plentifully, than 
Chevrolet could mold up its Corvettes.

The idea also wasn’t just to produce more 
cars, it was to produce more car. “Perhaps the 
outstanding feature of the new Thunderbird is 
the clever wedding of sports car functionalism 
with American standards of comfort,” wrote 
MacDonald. Unlike the early Corvette, the 
T-bird right out of the blocks would feature 
roll-up windows, an available removable hard-
top and standard V-8 power. Public sales of the 
soon-to-be legendary Thunderbird began on 
October 22, 1954. Production had started 
September 9 with sights set on building 
10,000 examples that first year. The final tally 
was 16,155. After a slight dip in 1956, pro-
duction of the last, and in most minds the 
best, two-seat T-bird reached 21,380. 

As in 1955, fancy wheelcovers (done 
in either a conventional full style or 
a simulated wire wheel design) were 
available at extra cost for the 1956 
t-bird (top). A radio was optional 
inside, as were power windows and 
a four-way power seat.

//////////// BY ANY OTHER NAME
Almost everyone who set eyes on Ford’s first 
Thunderbird called it a sports car — this even 
though Ford from the get-go preferred a more 
appropriate classification: “personal car.” That 
label soon evolved into “personal luxury” as the 
T-bird’s true colors began to show more brightly. 
Indeed, most press reviews instantly acknowl-
edged that the Thunderbird was obviously more 
comfortable, convenient and classy than Chevy’s 
relatively crude fiberglass two-seater. Yet critics 
still couldn’t resist painting the relatively plush, 
V-8-powered two-seat Bird as a sporty Corvette 
rival with ample competition potential. 

Such strokes gained strength after Ford 
announced optional dual carburetors for the 
Thunderbird’s 312-cu.in. Y-block V-8 late in 
1956. Identified as the “E-code” engine, this 
meaty mill was making 270 horsepower in 
1957; 285 with the optional “NASCAR kit” 
cam. An even hotter F-code 312 Y-block, this 
one topped by a McCulloch supercharger, 
appeared briefly in 1957 to push the available 
output ante up to 300 horsepower; 340 with 
the solid-lifter NASCAR cam. Both the E- and 
F-code models remain among the hottest sell-
ing Thunderbirds today, with one of the 
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Clubs
Classic thunderbird 
Club International
ctci.org
 
vintage thunderbird 
Club International
vintagethunderbirdclub.org

International 
thunderbird Club
intl-tbirdclub.com

Events
CtCI International 
Convention
dayton, ohio
June 15–20, 2010
937-426-1140 (Jim Marts)
birdsandplanes@hotmail.com

vtCI International 
Convention
lincolnshire, illinois
September 22–26, 2010
vintagethunderbirdclub.org

supercharged versions recently going for 
$115,000 at a Russo and Steele auction.

Perhaps the biggest bucks ever brought by a 
T-bird was the $660,000 Barrett-Jackson ham-
mered out last year for the first model Ford 
assembled back in September 1954, a black 
1955 formerly owned by the late George Watts. 
“As one of the most iconic American sports cars 
ever built, the Thunderbird will always have a 
strong following and demand solid prices at 
auction,” says Barrett-Jackson president Steve 
Davis. “What makes the Thunderbird so col-
lectible is its versatility. You can search for a 
rare, pristine example like the first production 
’55 we sold in Scottsdale in 2009, or find an 
entry level model for a reasonable price. The 
Thunderbird also is a great platform for cus-
tomization, which has attracted a new genera-
tion of fans to the historic car.”

Sporty convertible or mini-luxo-cruiser: What-
ever the case, Ford’s original two-seat Thunder-
bird is still soaring high 55 years after its birth.

Web sites
tbird.org
tbirdregistry.com
classictbird.com
thunderbirds.biz

Restoration parts 
and service
thunderbird headquarters
Concord, California
800-227-2174
tbirdhq.com

thunderbird Connection
Phoenix, arizona
602-997-9285
thunderbirdconn.com

national Parts Depot
ocala, Florida
800-874-7595
nationalpartsdepot.com

tee-bird Products Inc.
West Chester, Pennsylvania
610-363-1725
tee-bird.com

Prestige thunderbird Inc.
Sante Fe Springs, California
562-944-6237
prestigethunderbird.com

larry’s thunderbird & 
mustang Parts
Corona, California
951-270-3223
larrystbird.com

Books
Thunderbird: 1955–1957 
Performance Portfolio
by r.M.Clarke

Thunderbird Fifty Years
by alan tast

The Book of the Ford 
Thunderbird from 1954
by brian long

Standard Catalog of 
Thunderbird, 1955–2004
by John gunnell

The 1955-57 Thunderbird G uide

to read more about the world of t-birds, 
including the car’s racing history and its last 
hurrah when the “new” two-seater debuted in 
2002, visit hagerty.com/thunderbird.
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AAt times, the collector car world feels rather set in its ways. 
Everything that’s going to be collectible already is — an 
idea famously stated by Charles H. Duell, the legendarily 
myopic commissioner of the U.S. Patent Office in the 
late 19th century who thought that his office should be 
closed because “everything that can be invented, has been 
invented.” In reality, the market is more fluid. Formerly 
unloved cars have come out of left field and some already 
collectible cars have become hyper-desirable. Since 
nobody has a crystal ball, you’re always better off buying 
what you love, but if something on the list below strikes 
your fancy, you might get lucky and, in a few years, see a 
nice return on your investment.

1976–89 Porsche 911 turbo
Of all the cars on the list, the 911 Turbo (also known by 
its internal design number,“930”) seems like the surest-fire 
hit. Designed at a time when performance cars seemed to 
be rushing headlong toward extinction, the 930 boasted 

a 4.9-second 0–60 time and a 150 mph top end when 
Ferrari’s only U.S. offering, the 308 GT4, took around 8.0 
seconds to get to 60 and wouldn’t reach 140 mph. Famously 
dangerous to the unskilled — the extra power and vicious 
turbo-lag accentuated the well-known booty-shaking 
tendencies of the 911 — the 930 scared the daylights out 
of its share of pro athletes and dermatologists. The giant 
fender flares and famous whale tail spoiler set the 930 apart 
from all else. Some of us can still remember when the 1973 
Carrera RS 2.7 was selling in the mid-40s where 930s are 
now. Don’t say we sat on this one.
Price range: $16,800–$64,100 

 
1987–93 Ford Mustang 5.0
The “Fox platform” Mustangs that shared underpinnings 
with the Ford Fairmont sedan returned affordable V-8 
performance to the masses. The five-liter Mustang, along 
with the Buick Regal Grand National and Camaro Z28, 
rang down the curtain on the 1974–87 era of malaise 

Alfa romeo’s sublime 
giulietta is only going 
to go up, while it’s 
due time for the olds 
toronado to be dis-
covered. Performance 
rarely costs less than a 
mustang gt, and the 
iconic 930 Porsche is an 
affordable supercar.
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when a sub-ten-second 0–60 time was remarkable. 
With 225 hp from new cylinder heads, the Mustang 
was making 80 hp more than the most powerful V-8 
previously available in both the Fox and the Mustang II. 
Interiors are among the cheapest ever in a Mustang, but 
leather was available as an option on the GT and the 
LX. Good examples are in short supply but clubs and 
parts vendors are starting to take notice, and so is the 
market. Now would be the time to find one of the few 
nice surviving cars, preferably a convertible. 
Price range: $1,200–$15,200

1956 austin-healey 100M
Few people would dispute that the Austin-Healey 100M 
(Le Mans) is a very collectible car. However, it’s difficult 
to figure out why it isn’t considerably more valuable 
already. Only 640 examples were built by the factory 
to replicate the spec of the actual cars that raced at the 
ill-fated 1955 Le Mans. Bigger carburetors, a cold air 
box, and a louvered bonnet with a rakish leather strap 
to hold it down turned an ordinary Austin-Healey 100 

into a Le Mans. Le Mans Healeys have a real competition 
heritage, the simple great looks of the early 100, good 
performance and rarity. The closest comparable is an 
AC Ace, and those are $200,000 cars. True, the Ace was 
a hand-built car with a six-cylinder engine, but in looks, 
performance and rarity, they’re a close match. 
Price range: $27,200–$104,000

1964–67 sunbeaM tiger
A Ford V-8 was Dr. Shelby’s cure for any case of anemia 
in a British sports car. Shelby was sure a V-8 would do 
the same thing for Sunbeam’s rather soft Alpine that it 
did for the AC Ace. Over the last several years, Tigers 
have seen modest appreciation, particularly unmodified 
cars with factory hard tops and the rare 289-powered 
Mk IIs. Still, it’s been nothing like the quadrupling of 
value experienced by small-block Cobras. The Tiger’s sort 
of frumpy looks and limited competition history ensure 
they’ll never be A-listers like the Cobra, but at their 
current prices, Tigers still seem relatively undervalued.
Price range: $23,500–$97,100

the sunbeam tiger 
offers near Cobra per-

formance for a fraction 
of the price, while the 

Corvette Zr-1 offers 
exotic performance in 
an American package. 
Austin-healey’s hand-
some 100m is quick, 

relatively rare and 
remains undervalued. 
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1970–72 chevrolet Monte carlo 454
Few people remember that for the first three years of 
production, the Chevy Monte Carlo personal luxury car was 
available with the 360-hp Turbo-Jet four-barrel 454 from 
the Chevelle LS5. But they’re quite rare, accounting for an 
estimated 3 percent of production. A surprising amount of 
glass and sheet metal was also shared between the Monte 
Carlo and the Chevelle. What isn’t shared between the two 
cars is the pricing. In spite of their rarity, 454 Monte Carlos 
are generally half the price of a similar LS5 Chevelle. 
Price range: $12,500–$36,100

1966–67 oldsMobile toronado
Oldsmobile might not be sleeping with the fish if they had 
kept building cars like the ’66 Toronado. Post war, the 
application of front-wheel drive had been limited to low-
powered cars like the Citröen Traction Avant and the BMC 
Mini. The Olds engineers succeeded in designing a 
powertrain package durable enough to handle 385 hp and 
475 lb.-ft. of torque. The body design was one of GM’s best 
with details reminiscent of the Cord 812. Although collectors 

have taken notice of the purity of the original Toronado, 
nice cars can still trade for surprisingly little money.
Price range: $10,700–$31,400

1990–95 chevrolet corvette Zr-1
Possibly stung by comments about its reliance on a then-
35-year-old pushrod V-8, Chevrolet decided to give the 
C4 Corvette a world-class multivalve V-8 engine. Lotus was 
a partner in the design of the 32-valve engine and Mercury 
Marine was contracted to manufacture them. The result was 
a Corvette with about 400 hp and appropriate suspension and 
brake modifications. Unfortunately, the ZR-1 cost nearly twice 
as much as a pushrod Corvette and the higher torque peak of 
the multivalve engine was alien to Corvette fans accustomed 
to massive low-end torque. ZR-1s are bound to appreciate at 
some point but unique parts are becoming problematic.
Price range: $14,800–$44,000

1984–89 Porsche 911 carrera
The last of the low-tech, air-cooled 911s was indisputably 
the best. All weak spots of the earlier cars — body rust, 

Chevy’s monte  
Carlo 454 shares the 

punch but not the 
price of the Chevelle 

ls5. Porsche’s Carrera 
offers durability and 

performance at a bar-
gain price, while the 
lamborghini espada  

is an affordable  
introduction to  

12 Italian cylinders. 



timing chain tensioners, exploding air boxes 
and pulled head studs — had been addressed. 
None of the later complications such as power 
steering, ABS, all-wheel-drive and water cooling 
had been added. These are grenade-proof cars 
that with proper maintenance are capable of 
250,000-plus miles without major problems. 
While high production numbers and a large 
survival rate will keep these cars out of the 
stratosphere, they’re not getting any cheaper.
Price range: $8,900–$43,600

1968–78 laMborghini esPada 
The Espada is the only pre-1973 front-
engine Italian V-12 GT that has yet to break 
six figures. While pure two-seaters generally 
do far better than 2+2s, the Espada made 
the competition from Ferrari look positively 
ordinary. The blade-like styling courtesy of 
Marcello Gandini was broad and low like 
no car before or since. Thanks to the long 
roofline, the rear seats were more than mere 
tokens. Bad examples (and there are many) 
will cost your child’s college fund to put 
right, but a good one with service records 
and a continuous ownership history might 
just be a particularly savvy purchase. 
Price range: $20,000–$66,800

1956–62 alFa roMeo 
giulietta sPider veloce 
For a little while, it seemed like 1950s Alfas 
were going to be the next thing, chasing 
Porsche 356s up the appreciation ladder. But 
for some reason, prior even to the market 
correction of 2008, Alfas seemed to run out 
of breath. Odd, the Veloce versions of the 
Spider and Sprint coupes generally offer more 
performance than the Super versions of the 
equivalent Porsche 356, along with far more 
style. We can only surmise that the Porsche’s 
reputation for rock-solid reliability trumps 
the high style of the pouty Italian Giulietta. 
Price range: $23,200–$82,100

“bad exaMPles 
will cost 
your child’s 
college Fund 
to Put right...”
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Randy Ema has been steeped in everything Auburn, 
Cord and Duesenberg since he was a teenage boy. 
In fact, in the restored English Tudor home he shares 
with his wife Diana, you’ll find Fred Duesenberg’s 
Oriental rugs, family china and, in Ema’s office, 
thousands of engineering drawings from which 
Auburn, Cord and Duesenberg parts were built.

Reminders of his ACD interest abound, but Ema’s 
knowledge of many marques is virtually encyclopedic. 
He has restored scores of other cars, including several 
Bugattis and a Crane-Simplex. 

Known for his meticulous restorations, Ema has 
garnered eight class wins at Pebble Beach. However, 
he really thinks of himself as a historian, an interest 
fostered by having met many of the men responsible 
for the cars he loves, including designers Gordon 
Buehrig, Herb Newport, Phil Wright, Dutch Darrin 
and Frank Hershey.

no such thing as a typical day
The only predictable part of Ema’s day comes just after he 
arrives at his shop in the city of Orange, California, when 
he checks messages and e-mail and meets with his crew or 
a client. He also regularly peruses online auctions where, he 
says, “I recently found a Duesenberg tachometer for $20 
because nobody else knew what it was for.” He was less 
fortunate with a pair of Duesenberg Model A water pumps: 
“I paid $800 each and was glad to get them at any price.”

Ema is always on the go. “You never know what the 
day will find and that’s what makes it so exciting,” he says. 
Like, for instance, the time “a guy knocked on the door and 
said ‘Do you want to buy a pair of Duesenberg headlamps?’ 
Sometimes, the connections we get are unreal.” 

On any given day, you can find Ema dropping off 
a Ferrari drive shaft to be balanced or making a trip 
to check on a Duesenberg body being crafted by an 
80-year-old panel beater named Marcel. He’s asked to 
help identify stolen parts on a Model J Duesenberg at 
the Riverside County Sheriff’s impound lot or to take 
a call from an ACD club officer attempting to certify a 
car, casually commenting afterward, “Nobody but me 
has files on this stuff.”

An unmatched collection
Back in his office packed with automotive books, 
photos and files, Ema dives into the cabinets that hold 
folders containing information on every one of the 481 
Duesenberg Model Js built. Of the surviving 378, Ema 
admits, “There are four I’ve not seen.” After 40 years, he’s 
accumulated virtually everything that’s left of Duesenberg, 
including family photos, records, letters and furniture. 
His archive includes 28,000 Duesenberg factory drawings 
and all Duesenberg purchasing records, vendor files and 
factory correspondence from 1934, as well as 1,800 

right, from top: randy 
ema Inc. is one of the 
leading restorers of 
Duesenbergs and other 
fine marques, but is also a 
shrine to all things Auburn, 
Cord and Duesenberg. 
the badges on the grille 
prove that ema’s interest 
extends far beyond ACD. 
randy ema discusses wheel 
restoration. the cabinet 
in the final assembly room 
holds bugatti parts within 
and patterns on top.
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Auburn Cord Duesenberg factory negatives. Many 
of these items couldn’t be bought at any price: Ema 
received most of the Duesenberg drawings in trade for 
a factory Cord 812 supercharger, which was itself the 
result of a series of careful trades.

A few minutes later he pulls out some worn leather 
books with the imprint “Property of Duesenberg 

Automobile & Motors Co. Inc, Indianapolis, Indiana,” to look up some parts. “I got a pair 
of lights today, but they don’t have these pins,” he says, pointing to the headlamps in a factory 
photo of the first Model A Duesenberg. “That’s OK,” he continues, “We can fabricate the parts 
and modify them.” Although he’s not restoring the car, he’s consulting on authenticity and 
sourcing elusive parts, such as the cam gears he’s just ordered from a Nashville company. 

Always on the lookout
When the urge strikes, Ema might spend more time in the shop, assembling a Duesenberg 
engine or working on one of his cars, such as the Auburn 12 Salon Speedster slowly taking 
shape. Or he might travel to look at a car for a client, though, he laments, “We haven’t 
found a Duesenberg that was new to us since 1962.” 

Whether on the phone, searching through files or working in the shop, Ema rarely sits; 
his office doesn’t even have a desk chair, although he occasionally perches on a stool. After 
45 years of chasing all kinds of cars and parts, Ema is still as energetic and as enthusiastic 
as ever — especially when there’s the slightest clue about anything Auburn, Cord or 
Duesenberg — because, as he says, “There’s nothing like the hunt.”

“ I wAs DrAwn to 
Duesenbergs beCAuse 
they hAve MusCle AnD 
greAt ProvenAnCe.”

ema’s archive is dominated 
by thousands of original 
Auburn, Cord and Due-
senberg factory drawings 
and files. ema uncovers the 
Auburn v-12 salon speed-
ster he’s restoring (above 
left), while his interests 
extend to bugatti as well 
as fine American marques 
(above center). ema’s office 
wall displays a portrait of 
fred Duesenberg. 
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sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 9/21/10.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases.  Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 9/21/10.

SAVE 
$40  

SUPER
 

COUPON!

20%OFF ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM!

See HarborFreight.com/hagertymag for additional SUPER COUPONS

We Will Beat Any Competitor’s Price Within 1 Year Of Purchase! 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell 
high quality tools at such ridiculously 
low prices? We buy direct from the 
factories who also supply the major 
brands and sell direct to you. It’s just 
that simple!  Come see for yourself at 
one of our 330 STORES NATIONWIDE and 
use this 20% OFF Coupon on any of our 
7,000 products. We stock Automotive 
products, Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Material Handling, Woodworking Tools, 
Welders, Tool Boxes, Outdoor Equipment, 

Generators, and much more.

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY,
SERVICE AND PRICE!

√ We Have 10 Million Satisfi ed Customers
√ We Buy Factory Direct and Pass the SAVINGS on to YOU!
√ Shop & Compare Our Quality Brands Against Other National Brands
√ Thousands of People Switch to Harbor Freight Tools Every Day!
√ NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY   √   Family Owned & Operated

√√

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

TO FIND THE STORE NEAREST YOU OR BUY ONLINE:

HarborFreight.com/hagertymag
or call 1-800-657-8001

330 STORES 
NATIONWIDE

Item 
91039 
shown

LOT NO. 
 91039/67408 

Bring this coupon and Save 20% on one single item purchased at Harbor Freight Tools. Cannot be used with any 
other discount or coupon. One coupon per customer. Coupon not valid on prior purchases or purchase of gift cards 
or purchase of extended service plans. Offer good on in-stock merchandise only. Savings discount percentage 
off Harbor Freight Tools current prices, including sale prices. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner 
including photocopies and computer printouts. Coupons cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon 
must be presented in order to receive the discount. All Campbell Hausfeld products are excluded from this offer. 
This offer is not valid on food or beverage items sold in our retail stores. Valid only in Retail Stores through 9/21/10.

SAVE 
41%

 MULTIFUNCTION
POWER TOOL 

LOT NO.  67256 

 $3499 
REG. PRICE 

$59 .99 

17 DIFFERENT ATTACHMENTS 
AVAILABLE IN OUR STORES!SANDING

CUT 
METAL

CUT 
DRYWALL

CUT 
PLASTIC

CUT 
FLOORING

PLUNGE 
CUTTING

SCRAPE 
CONCRETE

SAVE 
$70   $12999 REG. 

PRICE 
$199 .99 

 3 HP, 21 GALLON, 
115 PSI CAST IRON

VERTICAL AIR 
COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO. 
94667

 $3999 
REG. PRICE $79 .99 

LOT NO. 
 32052/67511 

 2 PIECE 
VEHICLE 
DOLLIES 

Item 32052 
shown

SAVE 
50%

 $3999 REG. 
PRICE 

$59 .99 

 1000 LB. 
CAPACITY 

ENGINE STAND 
LOT NO. 

  32916  

SAVE 
$160 $13999 

 11 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 

REG. PRICE $299 .99 

INCLUDES:
6 Drawer Top Chest• 
2 Drawer Middle Section• 
3 Drawer Roller Cabinet• 

LOT NO. 
 67421 

SAVE 
33%

SAVE 
$60

 $8999 

 90 AMP FLUX 
WIRE WELDER 

LOT NO.  98871 /
94056

REG. PRICE $149 .99 

SAVE 
66%

 $999 REG. 
PRICE 

$29 .99 

 HIGH SPEED 
METAL 

SAW 

LOT NO. 
 113/91753 

Item 113 
shown
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NO GAS 
REQUIRED!

Item 
98871 
shown
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What’s the difference between a 20-something car 
guy and a 50-something car guy? Turns out, not 
much. Sure, there’s more hair and less waistline. 

And they’re more likely to crank Sublime than the Beach Boys 
while wrenching — but their obsession is just as intense as their 
baby boomer counterparts. 

To see into the future of the hobby, take a look at guys like 
Ed Sweeney, Ryan Mahoney and Jack Hicks — three young 
auto motive addicts doing their part to keep the enthusiast flame 
burning bright. All three guys had an early, almost unnatural 
attraction to cars and a willing, knowledgeable enabler.

Recipe 
for a

caR 
Guy 

by KatHlEEn donoHUE >>
PHotograPHy by Carol goUld

three up-And-coming geArheAds 
hAppily pursue liFelong pAssions
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ED SwEEnEy’S EnAblER 
was his father, Ned, who enjoyed 
working with his son on his ’64 
MGB so much, he and his wife 
requested afternoon preschool so 
he and the toddler could stay up 
late in the garage. “Yeah,” says 
Ed, “from the start, it was pretty 
much my dad’s fault.”

When it came time for 
college, Ed, like many young 
hobbyists, thought it was time to 
be practical. “I figured cars will 
be my hobby, but I need to get a 
real job,” Ed says.

While studying marketing at Temple 
University, Ed fed his passion by working at 
Motorcar Garage, a British car restoration 
shop across the river in Maple Shade, New 
Jersey. He also traded the old family Civic for 
an MGB/GT. Ed’s father began to realize the 
level of his son’s obsession when Ed took a 
bus to North Carolina to buy the MGB/GT 
and drove it a thousand miles back. 

After Ed graduated, he accepted an 
internship at Subaru. But his heart wasn’t 
in it. Instead, he talked to his old boss, Pete 
Cosmides, about making Motorcar Garage 
his career. Ed decided to join Cosmides full 
time, a decision he didn’t relish sharing with 
his parents — but they gave him their full 
support. Ned, a talented woodworker who’d 
abandoned his passion for a more practical 
career in management, says, “I have my 
regrets about my own choices. How could I 
tell him not to pursue his dream?” 

Cosmides, who plans one day to turn 
over the reins to Ed (now a 10-percent 
partner), says there’s something special about 
a true car guy. “My son likes cars, but it’s not 
a passion. Another guy we hired was a good 
mechanic, but he was here for the paycheck. 
Ed’s like me. We have to work on cars. We 
can’t help ourselves.” 

At 26, Ed couldn’t be happier. He’s 
restoring a rare ’58 MG Magnette. And guess 
who restored the gorgeous new burled-wood 
dashboard? Ned Sweeney. As word’s gotten 
out, the senior Sweeney’s woodworking 
talents are increasingly in demand. 

Says Ned, “It’s amazing — my son’s 
pursuing his dream, and he’s taking me along.”

Clockwise from 
top left: ed 
sweeney in the 
motorcar garage, 
surrounded by 
a few of his 
favorite things; 
working with his 
dad, ned, at the 
garage; ed, the 
young mechanic, 
at age 7; and 
doing what he 
loves most. 

SiNS OF THE FATHER
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top: John mahoney 
spending some 
car time with 
a very young 
ryan. right and 
below: ryan in his 
Coastal Classics 
shop in Jackson, 
new Jersey. 
bottom left: ryan 
and his dad, John, 
working together 
at the shop. 

BoRN A RAMBlIN’ MAN
TwEnTy-ninE-yEAR-olD 
Ryan Mahoney says he was born 
with a Matchbox car in his hand, 
but more likely, his father John 
put it there in the delivery room. 
Ryan grew up working alongside 
his dad on his ’40 Packard, ’41 
Ford and ’65 Renault Dauphine. 

On his 15th birthday, Ryan’s 
parents surprised him with a 
project — a ’66 Mustang. Since 
Ryan couldn’t get his New Jersey 
driver’s license until age 17, John 
Mahoney figured two years was 
plenty of time for his son to 
get the “Rustang” running. “It 
was probably the worst first car 
anyone ever had,” laughs Ryan. 

After two years, the Rustang 
still lacked luxuries like window 
crank-handles and floorboards, 
but the engine started. Ryan was 
licensed; the car wasn’t. Against his 
parents’ wishes, he drove it around 
the block. It had such flex, the 
doors popped open around corners, 
which was fortuitous, since the 
windows wouldn’t open and black 
smoke poured through the floor 
from the rusted exhaust. The smoke 
attracted the attention of a police 
officer who declined to add to the 
boy’s troubles and sent him home. 

When it was time to choose 
a career, Ryan put his car dreams 
aside and pursued a degree in HR 
Management at Northeastern 
University. John Mahoney knew 
his son wasn’t happy. Finding an 
ad for the restoration program 
at McPherson College, he 
encouraged Ryan to apply. But 
the program was full. Rather 
than wait a year, Ryan enrolled in 

the nine-month program at WyoTech in Laramie, Wyoming, then finished at McPherson. 
Two weeks after graduating, Ryan opened his own shop with $500. 

The business was a success; Ryan found a bigger space and hired McPherson grads. Five 
years later, he moved the shop to Jackson, New Jersey, near his hometown. His first hire was his 
father, a former Army mechanic and retired postal worker, now the parts specialist at Coastal 
Classics. “Finally, I’m doing something I’ve wanted since I was 14 — watching rust buckets 
come back to life,” grins John.

Ryan credits his dad for facilitating his dream. “My dad is the whole reason I’m into cars.”



Found! The Last Morgan 
Silver Dollars

Amazing Discovery Hidden in Midwest Farm Cellar
Indiana. A farmer in America’s heartland recently cashed in his 
long-forgotten savings, hidden away for decades in a dusty crate 
in his cellar—a hoard of the last Morgan Silver dollars minted
by the U.S. Treasury before they ceased production for
good, in 1921. 

Originally purchased from a local bank for face
value, the farmer had tucked them away for his
retirement. Now these glittering chunks of
nearly uncirculated silver history, are being
released to the public by GovMint.com.
While they last, you can acquire these 
brilliant, lustrous silver coins for as low 
as $29.50 apiece. Twenty-coin Bankers 
rolls and 10-coin Half Rolls are available.

Survival Against All Odds
By all rights these silver dollars 
should have been destroyed decades ago.
Government silver melt-downs, including 
the 1918 Pittman Act, which alone destroyed 270
million Morgans, have decimated supplies. Millions
more were called in by the government and melted for
their silver content between 1921 and 1965. Today private
hoards account for virtually all the surviving coins. And of those, 
only a fraction survive in the Virtually Uncirculated condition so coveted
by collectors.

Prized Last Year Coins
These last year 90% pure silver beauties still dazzle with their Mint luster
and heft. Weighing in at 26.73 grams and a diameter of 38.1 mm, they are
the largest American silver coins ever to circulate. Struck from silver
mined from the western Mother Lode, they are the legendary coins that
built the West. Master engraver George T. Morgan fashioned a radiant
profile of Lady Liberty and a majestic eagle as symbols of our nation’s
strength and prosperity. Today, the long-gone Morgan silver dollars are 
among the most sought-after coins in America.

Hot Silver Market, Hot Silver Value
Silver prices have jumped over 140% in the last two years fueling the
frenzy among avid collectors, investors, and the 130 million new collectors
created by the U.S. Mint’s highly successful state quarters program. 

Today, the market is hot 
for Silver coins in any 
condition. This same 
1921 Morgan Silver Dollar
currently sells elsewhere in
the same grade condition 
for $55 apiece. But while
supplies last you can get 
this original Virtually
Uncirculated 1921 Silver
Morgan for as little as
$29.50 each, in quantity!

Money-Back
Satisfaction Guarantee
You must be 100% satisfied with your order, simply return it within 30
days via insured mail for a prompt refund of the complete purchase price. 

Last 1921 Morgan Silver Dollar $39 plus S&H

Buy More and Save
FIVE 1921 Last Morgan Silver Dollars   
$170.00 plus S&H Save $25!

TEN 1921 Last Morgan Silver Dollars   
$315.00 plus S&H Save $75!

20-COIN ROLL of 1921 Last Morgan Silver Dollars   
$590.00 plus S&H Save $190!

Toll-Free 24 hours a day 
1-800-973-3039

Promotional Code LMD201
Please mention this code when you call.

We can also accept your check by phone.
To order by mail call for details. 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. LMD201 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

www.govmint.com
Note: GovMint.com is a private distributor of government and private coin and medallic issues and is not affiliated
with the United States Government. © GovMint.com, 2010

Prices subject to change without notice.
Past performance is not an indicator of future performance.
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Originally U.S. Silver Dollars were minted and 
stored in 1,000-coin canvas bags by the Mint.

Silver Trend Chart: Prices based on monthly
averages.            ©AMS, 2009.

Silver Prices are Soaring
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GRaNdpa’S INFlUENCE

Clockwise from top left: Jack drives a car 
to the block at rm; in his grand father’s 
’50 mg tD, the car Jack learned to drive 
at age 11; with his grandfather John 
Johnson today; and with his grandfather 
at Amelia Island when Jack was 14. 



JACk HiCkS, 23, HAS wAlkED ARounD 
with Hemmings Motor News under his arm 
since he was a kid. The enabler in Jack’s forma-
tive years was grandfather John Johnson, who 
taught the lad to drive his 1950 MG TD at 
age 11. A quick study, Jack could soon identify 
which sounds meant what. His grandfather 
called him “the 10,000-mile check-up.”

“That boy had a knack — he’d get into any 
car and diagnose it,” Johnson says. He recalls 
when Jack’s father and a partner bought another 
MG TD that developed shift linkage trouble at 
inopportune times. “Tony, the partner, would 
be stuck at a stoplight, unable to get it into first. 
He’d call Jack to rescue him. Jack had no fear 
— he’d take the gearbox cover off and dive right 
in,” his proud grandpa says.

At 15, Jack accompanied his grandfather to 
sell a ’52 MG TD they restored at the RM auc-
tion at Amelia Island. Jack noticed the driver was 
having trouble with the TD’s tricky handbrake. 
As Jack showed him how to release the “fly-off” 
handbrake, he heard these magic words: “Why 
don’t you drive it across the block?” With the ink 
barely dry on his driver’s license, Jack not only 
piloted his grandfather’s car, the short-handed 
staff let him drive many other expensive toys 

across the block. RM’s Gord Duff asked Jack to do 
the same thing the next year — and get paid for it. 

“He knew what he was doing,” says Duff, 
now just 29. Duff says trusting a young teen 
was no big deal. After all, Duff started at RM on 
his 18th birthday. “I saw the same thing in Jack 
Hicks that Rob Myers saw in me.” 

A recent grad with a degree in political science, 
Jack’s setting his sights on a government career. 
“Financial security is important. Before I play, I 
need to work hard and save. Eventually, I’d love to 
have my own restoration shop,” he says.

In the meantime, Jack’s close to buying a Jaguar 
S-Type he plans to restore. And, due to Grandpa 
downsizing his collection, the ’50 MG TD that 
started it all is going to live with Jack. 

THE FUTURE’S SO BRiGht
If one were to draw a lesson from this fable, 
perhaps it’s this: Sharing your love for the hobby 
with your kids isn’t quite enough. Later, you 
just might have to acknowledge the part you 
played in creating their obsession, support them 
and encourage them to follow their heart. Who 
knows? There could even be a job in it for you.



 >> by grEg StroPES

keePing
yesterday’s
VehiCles on
tomorroW’s roads

Meet the Historic Vehicle 
Association: a brand-new 
organization with a mission.
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What, me worry? 
It’s a beautiful, sunny day and you want to 
take your historic car, truck or motorcycle out 
for a ride. But it may not always be as simple 
as hopping in your car, starting the engine and 
heading out for the open road. 

Will you be able to get the fuel you need? 
Will your 50- or 60-year-old machine be legal 
on tomorrow’s roads without modern emissions 
equipment, crumple zones, air bags, sophisticated 
traction control, antilock brakes or other tech-
nologies of the future? In five or 10 years, will 
you be able to find the parts, somebody to work 
on your car or the technical support required to 
keep a historic vehicle running?

many hobbyists today feel that with 
increasing government regulations 
and emission restrictions, too little 
is being done to protect their rights 
to maintain and drive their vehicles. 
that’s what the hvA is all about.g
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ConCern for the historiC 
vehiCle Community
When Hagerty asked in its annual hobby sur-
vey what impact ethanol-blended fuels, emis-
sion restrictions and increased government 
regulations will have on their rights to main-
tain and use historic vehicles, two-thirds of 
the respondents expressed concern. Most felt 
advocacy groups were not focused on historic 
vehicles and that too little was being done.

At the heart of the issue is the fact that tech-
nology and public policy seem to be advancing 
and developing with a growing bias against the 
traditional automobile and the combustion 
engine. On the surface, the arguments are hard 
to dispute. Cleaner, safer vehicles; less pollution 
and congestion; reduced petroleum depen-
dence — all are things we would wish for our 
children and grandchildren. But each of these 
initiatives, if advanced in the narrow view, will 

certainly have direct and indirect influences on 
how we work on and enjoy historic vehicles.

Few of these trends are new. Safety, emis-
sion and fuel economy campaigns have been 
active since the late ’60s and early ’70s. Histori-
cally, we’ve been successful with the “limited use 
equals limited impact” defense, and numerous 
manageable exemptions have been granted to 
owners of historic vehicles. However, as new 
vehicles become cleaner, safer and more effi-
cient, historic vehicles — by comparison — risk 
becoming the bad guys. Society at large may no 
longer view historic vehicles as interesting novel-
ties but more as nuisances, which may weaken 
our ability to create and maintain exemptions.

If regulations and laws are enacted without 
considering their effect on historic vehicles, 
we may eventually find ourselves in a world 
with few historic vehicles. This won’t happen 
because anyone set out intentionally to squash 

the hobby, but as a result of increased regula-
tions, restrictions and growing expenses that 
could make ownership and use of historic 
vehicles increasingly impractical, causing clubs, 
events, museums and other hobby-businesses 
to dwindle in number. Before long, historic 
automobiles, trucks and motorcycles could go 
the way of the horse, to be seen only at fairs, in 
parades and at other special events.

enter the historiC vehiCle 
AssoCiAtion
The Historic Vehicle Association, or HVA, was 
formed to prevent scenarios like the above from 
playing out. Its mission is to keep “Yesterday’s 
Vehicles on Tomorrow’s Roads” by establish-
ing a collaborative, unified platform among 
historic vehicle enthusiasts and supporting the 
various organizations, institutions and activi-
ties that enable us to enjoy historic motoring. 

At the heart of 
the issue is the fact 
that technology 
and public 
policy seem to 
be advancing 
and developing 
with a growing 
bias against 
the traditional 
automobile and 
the combustion 
engine.

without a voice for the continued use 
and preservation of historic vehicles, 
increased rules and regulations could 
well mean the end of the hobby.
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Eighty-six years ago, a watchmaker 
in Paris famous for building the 

magnificent clocks at Versailles created a
legendary timepiece. He invented the first
watch with an automatic mechanical
drive. These innovative movements
required no batteries and never needed 
to be manually wound. Only seven of
these ultra-rare watches were ever made
and we’ve studied the one surviving 
masterpiece in a watch history museum.
Inspired by history, classic design and
technology, our Stauer Meisterzeit II has
been painstakingly handcrafted to meet
the demanding standards of vintage
watch collectors. 
Why the new “antique” is better
than the original. The original time-
piece was truly innovative, but, as we stud-
ied it closely, we realized that we could
engineer ours with a much higher level of
precision. The 27-ruby-jewel movement
utilizes an automatic self-winding mecha-
nism inspired by a patent from 1923, but
built on $31 million in state-of-the-art
Swiss-made machinery. With an exhibi-
tion back, you can see into the heart of the
engineering and view the rotor spin—it’s
powered by the movement of your body.

This limited edition Stauer Meisterzeit II
allows you to wear a watch far more 
exclusive than most new “upscale” models.
Here is your chance to claim a piece of
watchmaking history in a rare design that
is priced to wear everyday.
Elegant and accurate. This refined
beauty has a fastidious side. Each move-
ment and engine-turned rotor is tested for
15 days and then certified before it leaves
the factory. 
The best part is
that with our
special price, you
can wear a
superb classic
historical repro-
duction watch
and laugh all the
way to the bank.
Stauer specializes
in classic time-
less watches and
jewelry that are
made for the mil-
lionaires who want to keep their 
millions. This watch will quickly move 
to heirloom status in your household. 

Try it for 30 days and if you are not
thrilled with the beauty and construction
of the Meisterzeit II, simply return it for
a refund of the purchase price. 
Only 4,999 available. Since it takes
about 6 months to build each watch, the
release is a limited edition, so please be
sure to order yours soon.  

A rare chance to claim a unique piece of watchmaking history for under $100!

Smar t  Luxur ies—Surpr i s ing  Pr ices

Exclusively Through Stauer
Stauer Meisterzeit II Watch—$395
Now only $95 +S&P  Save $300!
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-888-324-4351
Promotional Code MZW259-01
Please mention this code when you call.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. MZW259-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

www.stauer.com 

WATCH SPECS:
- 18K Gold-clad case and bezel
- Precision 27-jeweled movement
- Interior dials display day and month
- Croc-embossed leather strap 
- Fits 6 3/4"–8 1/4" wrist

View the precision
movement of the

Meisterzeit through the
rear exhibition port.

We Can Only Find One

80% 
OFF

“As the master craftsman who opened
the famous Lincoln Pocket Watch in

Washington, D.C., I recently reviewed the
Stauer Meisterzeit timepiece. 

The assembly and the precision 
of the mechanical movement 

are the best in its class.”

—George Thomas
Towson Watch Company

MZW259-01_7x10.qxd:Layout 1  4/15/10  11:35 AM  Page 1



Hagerty’s Cars That Matter, the premier price guide for collector vehicles, provides 
more than the latest auction prices. It reports the latest market values – established  
by expert analysis and old-fashioned leg work.

 • Updated three times annually
 • Print and mobile versions available
 • Covers over 160 makes of post-war cars
 • The latest buzz from the marketplace

Don’t get caught with your price down. Get your handy, pocket-sized Hagerty’s 
Cars That Matter price guide today at www.hctm.com. 

 800-872-7772   |   WWW.HCTM.COM

 IS YOUR SALE PRICE A STALE PRICE?
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The HVA is actively:
•  Monitoring social, environmental, tech-

nological and regulatory developments for 
their immediate and potential impact on 
historic vehicles.

•  Collecting data to establish fact-based posi-
tions relative to the industrial heritage, cultural 
contribution, economic significance and low 
environmental impact of historic vehicles.

•  Developing tools and processes to identify 
and classify historic vehicles in order to carve 
out specific protections and exemptions. 

•  Working to develop a comprehensive, collabo-
rative network across all makes and models of 
the hobby to promote and preserve the vital 
and necessary infrastructure.

These resources will be leveraged to shape 
favorable public opinion and policy on behalf 
of the historic vehicle community. At the same 
time the HVA will be working to support the 
hobby from the inside — serving the clubs, 
events, museums, libraries, schools, institu-
tions and businesses that form the fabric and 
infrastructure of the historic vehicle lifestyle.

The HVA is an independent organization 
that has emerged from the Hagerty Plus pro-
gram launched by Hagerty Insurance in 2002. 
The Hagerty Plus mission was to serve the 
historic vehicle community by protecting the 
rights of owners and supporting the activities 
and lifestyle surrounding historic vehicle owner-
ship. These efforts took the form of legislative, 
youth and issue advocacy; charitable initiatives; 
and as an information resource promoting 
the care and use of historic vehicles. In order 
to serve the entire historic vehicle community 
and leverage the resources of groups like ours 
around the globe, Hagerty chose to separate 
these benevolent initiatives from its core busi-
ness and reorganize these support programs as 
the Historic Vehicle Association. 

The HVA was ratified as the U.S. and 
Canadian National Authority by the inter-
national body Fédération Internationale 
des Véhicules Anciens (FIVA) last October. 
Though FIVA was established in 1966, until 
now there was no representation in North 

the goal of the hvA is to protect the rights and 
lifestyle of historic vehicle owners so they can 
continue to drive their cars and trucks and ride 
their motorcycles at will. 
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in keeping with the spirit of two 

old sayings — “Money talks” and 

“Knowledge is power” — the 

Historic vehicle association (Hva) 

is conducting a comprehensive 

economic survey of the U.S. 

and Canadian historic vehicle 

communities. 

the ability to measure the 

economic impact associated with buying, restoring and maintaining 

historic and collector vehicles will provide us with a powerful tool to 

safeguard the future of collecting and preserve the value of our vehicles 

as important social and cultural icons. the data we gather will be used 

to prove to regulators and policymakers that the historic vehicle move-

ment is significant to the economy as well as to society and history.

Help us transform historic vehicles from hobby to movement 

by going to historicvehicle.org and completing the survey. the 

information provided will benefit the entire collector vehicle 

community for years to come. the individual information will 

be completely confidential and the survey results will allow us 

to effectively defend against restrictive regulation and preempt 

destructive trends.

a similar survey was conducted in the European Union in 2005. 

the results were staggering and were pivotal in getting exemptions 

from onerous regulations. 

America. Their mission, like ours, is to protect 
the continued use of historic vehicles in the face 
of any adverse legislation. With the addition of 
the HVA, FIVA — with more than 1.5 million 
members — is now represented in 62 countries. 

The Historic Vehicle Association serves 
Hagerty’s 400,000 historic car owners and 
the historic vehicle community at large in the 
United States and Canada. We hope to grow 

the membership to more than 1 million in the 
next few years and are currently addressing a 
number of industry research and legislative ini-
tiatives. Later this year we will pursue member-
ship from individuals and organizations that 
share our commitment to historic vehicles.

We look forward to having our new Web 
site (historicvehicle.org) fully operational in 
the coming months, and you can check there 

to monitor our progress and activities in sup-
port of historic vehicles. 

Stay tuned as we gear up. Inquiries are wel-
come at info@historicvehicle.org. 

One of the founders of the Historic Vehicle Associa-
tion, Greg Stropes has worked closely with Hagerty 
and FIVA to develop an organization to protect the 
interests of North American historic vehicle owners. 

helP
the hVa 
find 
the ansWers

Please complete the survey at historicvehicle.org. our ability to 
gather accurate data about the historic vehicle movement is critical to 
our efforts to promote, protect and preserve the right to drive yesterday’s 
vehicles on tomorrow’s roads.
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marketWatCh

Little haulers are more popular than ever.  by davE KinnEy

Rugged workhorses
truCks hAve been part of our vehicle 

heritage almost since the dawn of the 

automotive age. once deemed appropriate 

only for farmers and tradesmen, the pickup 

truck has grown from agricultural transport to 

almost unlimited luxury. Much of the auction 

talk once reserved for outrageous restorations 

or unreasonably high bids has turned to the 

quantity and quality of trucks on the market.

any truck with good “bones” can be an 

easier and less expensive restoration than a car 

of the same era. you’ll find fewer seats, more 

utilitarian interiors and less chrome than the 

automobiles that shared the same showroom.

there are plenty of unrestored examples 

on the market, but use caution when buying 

a work truck. the term “ridden hard and 

put away wet” barely begins to cover the 

treatment trucks received from many an 

owner. look for straight, solid bodies, 

ownership history and service records.

1 | 1970 Chevrolet C-10 Pickup

solD At $13,750

Lot 42 Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale, Arizona

gold/white over brown vinyl, this truck is 

powered by a 350cid, 255 bhp v-8, with 

automatic transmission. it includes factory 

alloy wheels and excellent paint and 

brightwork. outside all is fresh, although the 

interior is a bit of a letdown. Some corners 

were cut, but this truck still has a solid and 

rugged feel. 

this era of Chevrolet trucks has become 

enormously popular at events across the 

country. they appear less dated than some cars 

of the era as truck styling was often evolutionary, 

not revolutionary. Short-bed versions tend to 

sell for more than the long-bed versions. 

2 | 1957 Chevrolet Cameo Carrier Pickup

solD At $30,250

Lot 75.1 Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale, Arizona

Cardinal red over bombay ivory, it’s powered 

by a 265cid v-8 mated to a Hydra-Matic 

transmission. one of 2,240 built in 1957, it 

was replaced by the Fleetside. very good 

paint with very good brightwork, and good 

glass and trim. the interior is a standout, and 

the engine is clean as well. in 1957 this was a 

generously equipped pickup.

Where almost every other pickup truck 

was utilitarian and proud of it, the Cameo 

was stylish, ready to park inside the garage 

instead of behind it. More expensive to 

restore than other pickups of the era, a good 

Cameo will often bring this high bid amount 

or better. this example was well bought 

and is ready to give the new owner years of 

elegant hauling.
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Clockwise from far left: 1970 
Chevrolet C-10 Pickup sold for 
$13,750 at auction, 1957 Chev-
rolet Cameo Carrier Pickup went 
for $30,250, 1946 hudson series 
58 Carrier six 3/4-ton Pickup 
brought $44,000 and the 1951 
ford f-1 Pickup sold for $41,800. 

3 | 1951 ford f-1 Pickup

solD At $41,800

Lot 14 Gooding & Company Scottsdale, Arizona

Sheridan blue over gray and blue vinyl with 

an oak bed, it’s fitted with a 239cid, 100bhp 

v-8 and three-speed on the tree, sports 

period-correct tires, original dash radio and 

dash heater. restored to concours level, it 

has mirror-like paint, excellent chrome, and 

exterior detailing. the engine compartment 

is fully detailed and the excellent original-

style interior is well fitted.

the only criticism: “Henry didn’t build ‘em 

this nice.” a lovingly restored example with 

great attention to detail, and about as deluxe 

as you could get a Ford truck in 1951. it sold for 

the price of a fully equipped 2010 truck today.

4 | 1946 hudson series 58 Carrier six

3/4-ton Pickup

solD At $44,000

Lot 154 Gooding & Company Scottsdale, Arizona

black over dark green vinyl, this Hudson 

pickup includes a white Conestoga-style 

bed cover by Kent. Mechanically, it features 

a 102bhp, 212cc l-head six, and a three-

speed on the column. With great paint and 

chrome, it’s a handsome example that was 

nicely restored.

one of only 3,104 built in 1946, this 

Hudson was part car and part truck years 

before the El Camino paired a Chevelle 

front end with a truck bed. as a sedan, this 

Hudson might have brought much less; as a 

pickup, it’s an almost irreplaceable piece of 

immediate post-war americana.

2

3

4

1
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G A R A G E  F l O O R  O P T I O N S
essential ColleCtor

A great garage starts with the right surface.  by KEn groSS

Floor shows
tAke A look at your garage floor. if a bare concrete 

surface soaked with grease and oil stains is staring up at 

you, we need to talk. 

besides simply looking good, an epoxy-finished, 

interlocking-tiled or matted garage floor surface hides a 

multitude of ugliness, ensures a clean workspace, reduces 

noise, resists oil and chemical spills and guarantees a 

moisture and vapor barrier. it also preserves the concrete 

base, yields stable even-cushioned footing, makes it easier 

to find lost parts and helps protect your car.

Poured concrete surfaces are semi-porous — they’ll par-

tially absorb but not hide annoying oil drips and chemical 

spills. i’ve not found a single-stage garage floor paint that 

will remain chip-free for years. over time, the sheer weight, 

heat and filth of stationary car tires will lift up thinly painted 

floor sections, harsh chemicals can dissolve basic floor paint, 

dropped tools can chip the thin surface, and bare concrete’s 

adhesive qualities retain unwanted dust, sand and salt.

one thing’s certain: you’ve got to cover your garage 

floor. Here’s how: 

a long-lasting garage floor surface can be as simple as 

a correctly applied multi-stage epoxy coating. or you can 

install attractive interconnected tiles or use a roll-out mat 

surface. With the increased popularity of home garages, 

the companies we’re discussing offer affordable options 

that will brighten up your floor, while ensuring you have 

the surface protection you need.

EpoxyMaster and UCoat it both sell commercial-grade 

epoxy coating kits for do-it-yourselfers; they will also rec-

ommend a professional local installer. EpoxyMaster’s high-

performance industrial three-gallon kits include a floor 

prep and cleaning solution along with everything you will 

need for a high-gloss showroom finish without the need 

of a clear coat. Unlike other epoxy concrete floor paints, 

EpoxyMaster is not a water- or solvent-based epoxy, which 

means that when you apply the coating there is no prod-

uct shrinkage due to evaporation. the cost is $.61/sq.ft. 

and the application process can be completed in one day. 

UCoat it also offers a shiny, more expensive Ugloss-aF 

finish that runs about $.73/sq.ft. Jay leno uses UCoat it 

in sections of his garage. the resulting glass-like surface 

looks terrific, but it won’t hide pre-existing imperfections 

in the concrete. 

Ultimate garage Floors offers a seamless-surface polyas-

partic chemical-resistant epoxy system that yields a beautiful 

finish. the company insists on diamond grinding to smooth 

out the existing concrete surface. Professional installers will fill 

floor joints and cracks before applying a special penetrating 

primer. Prices for a standard flake, quartz or terrazzo-finished 

24' X 24' floor start at $400, but may vary by area. Ultimate’s 

more expensive ($650-to-$800) metallic, 100-percent resin 

upgrade can be applied with custom inlaid logos or a checker-

board pattern. approved installers cover six Western states at 

present and an East Coast expansion is under way. rhino 

Home Pro professionally applied floor coatings are worth con-

sideration. both companies offer one-day service.



opposite: floor 
coverings dress up 
and protect concrete. 
At right, from top: A 
wide range of garage 
floor covering options 
are available, includ-
ing mats that roll out 
and stay flat from 
g-floor, do-it-yourself 
epoxy coatings from 
epoxymaster, inter-
locking non-slip tiles 
from swisstrax and 
decorative flake high-
gloss epoxy finishes 
from uCoat It. 

uCoat It
800-826-2848
ucoatit.com

epoxymaster
888-376-9954

epoxymaster.com

ultimate 
garage floors
877-549-8614

ultimategarage
floors.com

rhino home Pro 
800-957-1533
rhinohome

pro.com

swisstrax
866-748-7940
swisstrax.com

g-floor
913-894-0403 

ext. 21
g-floor.com 
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Swisstrax sells attractive, interlocking non-slip tiles in a variety 

of colors and styles. the self-styled “Ferrari of Modular Floors,” 

Swisstrax’s tiles offer a superior locking system, they’re warranted for 

12 years and they resist fluids and hot tire pickup. tiles can be installed 

as a car pad, with snap-on access ramps (available for $2–$3 each), or 

they can be cut to fit right to the garage walls. Prices begin at $4.95/

sq. ft. for a 500-sq.-ft. application. 

g-Floor® roll-out vinyl flooring from better life technology is an 

attractively patterned flooring product that’s delivered ready for immedi-

ate installation. no surface prep is needed. g-Floor mats are designed 

to roll out flat and stay flat. depending upon patterns and thicknesses, 

prices range from $.95/sq.ft. to $3.00/sq.ft. Founder/CEo brett Sneed 

insists, “g-Floor is the most cost effective and easiest floor covering to 

use. you don’t have to glue it, and you can drive a car on it instantly.” 

the g-Floor installation in my garage looks great; i can wipe it 

clean, and, if i ever move, i can take it with me.

With so many great garage floor options — and we’ve only just 

scratched the surface — it’s a good idea to first check each company’s 

Web site, call their information hot lines with specific questions, then 

make the flooring choice that suits your space and your budget.

one thing’s certain: you’ve got to 
cover your garage floor.”“

 Our Stock?
Hand picked  

and polished   
 Classic, Muscle 

  and Exotic cars
Territory?
USA, Canada and 
the world
Delivery?
Free, Enclosed and 
Door-TO-Door

No, we’re fanatics.
Nice Guys?
Ask our 3000 customers.

fl emingsultimategarage.com
301-816-1000
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No one knows exactly why the swallows return to San 

Juan Capistrano each spring. but we do know why car, motorcycle and airplane 

buffs have been coming to autobooks-aerobooks in burbank, California, every 

Saturday morning for decades: a heartfelt thirst for knowledge. 

a Southern California institution since 1951, this neatly kept shop on Magnolia blvd., 

not far from the nbC studios, is the antithesis of the modern chain-store mentality that 

has extinguished so many mom-and-pop businesses. in short, it’s got soul.

Containing nearly 8,000 specialized titles, autobooks-aerobooks is the largest 

such bookstore in the country. owners tina van Curen and aerospace engineer 

Chuck Forward love cars, bikes, planes and people, and it shows in their eclectic 

array of publications from old-school Sideburn magazine to Burnout comics, book 

titles from Jet Blast to Sisters in Arms and oddities from black ace licorice to 

table lamps made from carburetors. you’ll look far and wide before finding these 

all online, which is why the faithful return to see what’s new, meet old friends and 

Autobooks-Aerobooks attracts a diverse crowd of 
browsers, especially every saturday morning during 
the popular coffee cruise-in when the parking lot typi-
cally fills with hot rods, sports cars and bikes.

the great 
coFFee cruise-in

Enthusiasts come to 
Autobooks-Aerobooks in 
Southern California every 

Saturday for the coffee and 
camaraderie — and stay 

for the knowledge. 
by JoHn l. StEin >> 

PHotograPHy by Matt graySon



A Love Affair On The Water

Antique Boat Center sells, restores
and maintains classic wood boats.

For over 20 years, we have been
at the center of the wood

boat industry.

View over 700 boat
listings and restoration
projects in progress at:
www.antiqueboat.com

Proud Sponsors of the ACBS

5521 Vine Street, Cincinnati, OH 45217, 513-242-0808

877-639-0377
www.montrosetrailers.com   
180 Ruth StReet 
MontRoSe, MI 48457

Standard and 
CuStom deSigned 
Premium aluminum 
trailerS

Quality above the rest. Ask 
about our lifetime warranty car 
hauler, ATV, motorcycle trailer, 
utilty, and snowmobile. Quality 
and strength second to none. 
Custom building is our specialty!

We Ship AnyWhere!

12 Ft. to 40 Ft. 
AvAilAble

interior Width Up 
to 96 incheS

enjoy complimentary pastries and coffee 

which, we can report, are quite good.

on a recent Saturday morning, we 

found the parking lot behind the store 

bristling with hot rods, sports cars and bikes, 

a diverse group reflecting the clientele 

and knowledge found inside. one patron 

was luvern Spaulding from Missouri, who 

regularly stops by while visiting family in the 

area. recalling the lovely sweep of a 1948 

buick fastback he once owned, Spaulding’s 

A Coffee Cruise you CAn use 
From a few casual friends to large-scale 
happenings, there are many informal “cars 
and coffee” gatherings taking place around 
the country. Here are just a few:

houston Coffee & Cars
Uptown Park, near Starbucks
1151 Uptown Park
Houston, tX 77056
coffeeandcarshouston.com
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., first Saturday 
of every month, year-round.

Cars & Coffee
Ford Motor Company 
P.a.g. Headquarters
7905 gateway blvd.
irvine, Ca 92618
cars-and-coffee.com
Every Saturday around 6:00 a.m.

Cars and Coffee Charlotte
Panera bread Company
6801 northlake Mall dr.
Charlotte, nC 28216
charlotte.carsandcoffee.info
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., first Saturday  
of every month.

Cars and Coffee las vegas
Sansone Park Place Shopping Center
9500 S. Eastern ave.
las vegas, nv 89074
lasvegas.carsandcoffee.info
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. every Saturday
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At Speed. a lawyer by trade, raskin has 

studied the actor for some 50 years, and the 

book reveals plenty about dean’s reckless 

personality and his proclivity for fast driving. 

in the final analysis, the only problem with 

Saturday mornings at autobooks-aerobooks 

is the people. there are so many fascinating 

individuals to meet, if you’re not careful you’ll 

spend hours talking instead of finding your 

next great read. and while this doesn’t explain 

migrating swallows one little bit, it sure reveals 

why i’ll be heading to autobooks again soon. 

that biography of otis Chandler on the top 

shelf looked really good.

exPerienCe
CA R S  A N d  C O F F E E

current penchant is Garage Style Magazine — 

naturally carried by autobooks. 

another was graham Spain, a tousle-

haired 16-year-old with a passion for 

supercars who hits autobooks weekly. the 

british magazine Top Gear is his favorite.

More than a few Hagerty policyholders 

are also customers. one is dale robertson, 

the owner of a rare 428 Cobra Jet–powered 

1969 Mustang Mach 1. a photographer who 

hung with the beatles, rolling Stones and 

various presidents in the 1960s, robertson 

purchased the Mustang in 1970 and has 

loved it ever since.

autobooks-aerobooks’ weekly Saturday 

“coffee cruise-in” officially runs from 8–10 a.m., 

but you’ll find the faithful hanging around long 

afterward. in fact, at 11:03, The Tonight Show’s 

Jay leno strolled in to browse the magazine 

rack, noting with interest the Sports Car Market 

issue showing a 1925 bugatti being rescued 

after decades in a Swiss lake. gracious as you’d 

expect, leno signed autographs, posed for 

photos and chatted with visitors — especially 

Hong Quan, a former Wall Street trader who 

drove from the bay area in hopes of showing 

Mr. leno his three-wheel design renderings. 

not only did Jay have a look, he invited Quan 

to bring the prototype to burbank. 

as happens every few weeks, a specialty 

author arrived after lunch to discuss his book. 

it was lee raskin, who penned James Dean: 

A typical saturday at Autobooks-Aerobooks brings an impromptu visit from Jay leno, here smiling with 
hong Quan (right); a sweet black-plate ’64 Chevy (below); and complimentary pastries (bottom left). 

are you involved in a “cars and coffee” 
event? Write to editorhagertys@hagerty.com 
and tell us when and where it takes place. 
We’ll be happy to post all Cars and Coffee 
listings at www.hagerty.com/carsandcoffee.



COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE

COLLECTOR BOAT INSURANCE

CLASSIC MOTORSPORTS INSURANCE

COLLECTOR MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE

CLUB LIABILITY INSURANCE

COLLECTOR TRACTOR INSURANCE

AUTOMOTIvE MUSEUM INSURANCE

COLLECTOR DEALER INSURANCE

RESTORATION SHOP INSURANCE

TOOLS, SPARE PARTS COvERAGE

AUTOMOBILIA COvERAGE

EMERGENCY ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

HAGERTY PLUS MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATION

“ASK HAGERTY” CONCIERGE SERvICE

CLUB RESOURCES AND SUPPORT

OPERATION IGNITE! YOUTH PROGRAMS

COLLECTORS FOUNDATION

LEGISLATIvE ISSUE ADvOCACY

HAGERTY’S MAGAZINE

HAGERTY’S CARS THAT MATTER PRICE GUIDE

HAGERTY’S CLASSIC CAR AUCTION YEARBOOK

SMART COLLECTING SEMINARS

Anything ElsE WE CAn Do For you?

ride with the leader
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You’ll be amazed at what you can accomplish 
when you have the right tools for the job. 

Timely tools 
1 | flAmeD tool set

this 50-piece contractor grade 

tool set includes steel claw 

hammer, 25'x1" tape measure, 

magnetic bit screwdriver, 

36-piece steel screwdriver bits 

(SaE/metric), retractable utility 

knife, 6-piece utility knife blades, 

and super bright 4-lEd flashlight 

(batteries not included). $29.99; 

800-423-5525; calcarcover.com 

2 | brAke bleeDIng kIt

the Mityvac brake bleeding Kit 

lets one person bleed brakes 

without depressing the pedal or 

wasting fluid. the pump moves 

about 1 cu. in. of fluid with each 

stroke, pulling out dirt, old fluid 

and air. Kit includes pump, brake 

bleeding adaptor package, user’s 

manual, tubing and reservoir jar. 

$41.99; 800-343-9353; 

eastwood.com 

3 | sCrewDrIver set

Snap-on’s instinct® 8-Piece 

Screwdriver Set includes five flat 

tip drivers and three Phillips® 

tip drivers with instinct soft grip 

handles for maximum turning 

power and greater comfort. 

the set comes in a storage tray. 

$134.95 (a 4-piece set is also 

available for $37.95); 877-762-

7662; snapon.com

4 | geArwrenCh wrenChes 

the 7-Piece gearWrench Stubby 

Combination ratcheting Wrench 

Set features a shorter beam 

allowing greater access to hard-to-

reach fasteners. its ratcheting box 

end requires as little as 5 degrees 

to turn a fastener (vs. 30 degrees 

for a standard box end wrench). 

also available in a flex version. 

$114.99; gearwrench.com

5 | lIghteD PICk-uP tool 

AnD mIrror kIt 

never lose a fastener again. three 

different size mirrors — ¾ inch, 

1 3/16 inch and 1 7/16 inch in 

diameter — clip easily onto the 

end of two telescoping retriever 

wands. Each has a powerful 

magnet; one holds a full pound, 

the other up to 3 pounds. 

batteries and a zippered case 

included. $24.99; 800-345-5789; 

griotsgarage.com 

6 | wIre brushes

general Purpose Mini Wire 

brushes, available in brass or 

stainless steel, are great for detail 

work ($1.95 each); Wire brush with 

Steel Scraper is good for removing 

rust, loose paint and cleaning the 

barbecue grill ($4.95); Heavy-duty 

Wire brush is perfect for cleaning 

rust and scale from large parts, 

available in carbon steel ($4.95) or 

stainless steel ($6.95). 800-321-

9260; tptools.com

7 | workbenCh

Six-foot-wide Craftsman work-

bench features a 72"W x 24"d 

x 1"H in. banded work surface 

with protective seal and four 

adjustable leveling feet. Supports 

up to 1,450 lb. one or two 

five-drawer workbench modules 

(sold separately) can be mounted 

underneath for extra storage. also 

in black. $175.99; sears.com

gear guide
S T O C k  YO U R  G A R A G E
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wIth Close to 5,000 different marques of 

automobiles produced in the United States prior 

to World War ii, automotive badges are a plentiful 

and most popular collectible. they’ve adorned the 

radiator of most automobiles and varied in quality 

from the inexpensive and mundane to those made 

with jewelry-like cloisonné and gold inlay. today 

they range in value from a few dollars to close to 

$1,000 for the rare and unusual.

Jerry lettieri, a principal in the firm automobilia 

auctions llC, started collecting badges at a young 

age. His father was in the truck repair business and 

frequented junkyards looking for required parts. 

He would often bring lettieri an unusual badge he 

found while hunting parts, and lettieri was soon 

asking his dad for more. When lettieri was growing 

up, most kids had a wood wagon. His was slightly 

modified — it had a Pierce-arrow radiator badge 

attached to the front. the wagon may be a distant 

memory, but lettieri still has the badge in his 

extensive collection. 

When lettieri was of bicycle-riding age he 

would often ask people if he could have the 

badge off their car and, while the response was 

most frequently “absolutely not,” occasionally 

he would receive a positive reply. He does recall 

looking at a radiator badge on an Erskine that, 

when he touched it, just happened to fall into his 

hand. lettieri figures it must have been fate. 

over the years Jerry has refined his collection, 

which currently numbers around 200 badges. 

the more common ones have been traded away 

or sold, and now his collection includes more 

rare and unusual badges, with a few — such as 

the Erskine and Pierce-arrow — included for 

sentimental reasons. 

through his auction company, lettieri has sold 

some pretty unique badges. in the spring of 2008, 

for instance, a pair of badges sold for $1,320 that 

included the Carhartt and a hand-painted example 

for the american Motor Car. both were very obscure 

manufacturers that made a limited number of 

automobiles. lettieri mentions that searching 

online auctions under “badges and emblems” 

often brings results, though rare badges are 

infrequently offered and are increasingly expensive.

With thousands to choose from, acquiring an 

interesting collection of automotive badges can 

be a fun and relatively inexpensive endeavor but, 

as with most collectibles, the upper echelon can 

test your financial resources.

Jerry Lettieri has turned a childhood hobby into a business. 
by Carl boMStEad 

Badges of honor
Jerry lettieri holds 

a bentley black label 
emblem badge. 
(below) Part of 

lettieri’s current 
collection of 

automotive badges, 
which numbers 

about 200.

Automobilia 
Auctions llC
automobilia

auctions.com

l’art et 
l‘automobile

arteauto
auction.com

barrett-Jackson 
Automobilia 

Auctions
barrett-jackson.

com/events/
scottsdale/
automobilia



RACE RAMPS
race ramps offers solutions for 
raising your car, getting cleanly 
onto a trailer or lift, vehicle stor-
age, and show displays. Made for 
low cars, the super lightweight 
ramps won’t slide or scratch your 
garage floor and are easy to move 
and store. Custom products and 
contract work a specialty. Use 
Code hm521 for 10% savings. 
visit www.raceramps.com or 
call 866-464-2788 for informa-
tion and our catalog.

CUSTOM 
SHOW BOARdS
Custom Show boards lets people 
know about your car’s special 
features. if you are a serious 
enthusiast, a professionally designed 
Custom Show board is a must 
have. our graphics design team will 
take your pictures and important 
information about your car and 
turn it into a work of art. Package 
prices from $159.00. Please visit us at 
myCustomshowboards.com or call 
us at 509-966-5822.

NATIONAl 
PARTS dEPOT
at nPd we strive to stock 
everything we offer in our 
catalogs, at all four locations. 
We hate backorders as much 
as you do! 1-3 day delivery 
to most of the U.S. Free UPS 
ground shipping on orders 
over $300. visit us at www.
nationalpartsdepot.com or 
call for a free color catalog at 
352-387-0021. 

MOTOR CITY MUSClE
Muscle Car Powertrain Enhancement. Here at Motor City Muscle 
we offer a tremendous value for the old muscle cars. For the past 
30 years, we have had the opportunity to take some of detroit’s 
finest iron and massage and blue print, to bring out the best in 
horsepower reliability and detail. From dis assembly and inspec-
tion to a beautifully handcrafted engine assembly.
800-373-9239 www.motor-city-muscle.com

hagerty’s mArketplACe for advertising information call 586-558-4502

MOdUlINE CABINETS
Moduline is the premier 
manufacturer of 100% 
aluminum modular garage 
cabinets. bring high fashion into 
your garage that will look great 
next to your classic. a counter 
top work area together with 
tool, spare parts and car care 
product storage is now easy 
and clutter free. visit us today 
at www.modulinegarage.com 
or call 888-343-4463 and talk 
to us live.

MId AMERICA
MOTORWORkS
Pursue your passion here. 
our free, full-color catalog 
covers every year Corvette: 
1953-2010. the catalog includes 
restoration, maintenance, 
interiors, and performance parts, 
plus car care products, clothing, 
and lifestyle accessories. Every-
thing you'll need to make you 
and your Corvette unique. free. 
Call 866-377-2294 or shop 
www.mamotorworks.com/
corvette. mention Code: hI10.

A Work Of Art.

Isn’t it time others see her the way you see her?

Fiberglass Quarterpanel Extensions. Replica Plastics of
Dothan designs, tests and manufactures over 400 quality
parts for GM cars including Buick, Cadillac, Oldsmobile,
Pontiac and Chevrolet. Our affordable quarter panels
install in minutes, without having to remove the rear
bumper, and come with a full lifetime warranty. Contact
us today for a complete listing of parts and prices.

P.O. Box 1147 • Dothan, Alabama 36302
P: 800-873-5871  F: 334-792-1175

W: replica-plastics.com E: stone@ala.net

PlasticsAd.OldCarsWeekly.061506  6/16/06  2:03 PM  Pa

FIBERGlASS QUARTERPANEl ExTENSIONS
replica Plastics of dothan designs, tests and manufactures over 
400 quality parts for gM cars including buick, Cadillac, oldsmo-
bile, Pontiac and Chevrolet. our affordable quarter panels 
install in minutes, without having to remove the rear bumper, 
and come with a full lifetime warranty. Contact us today for a 
complete listing of parts and prices.
800-873-5871  replica-plastics.com

EPOxYMASTER
EpoxyMaster is your source 
for the finest in industrial epoxy 
floor coatings. the EpoxyMaster 
family of strong, durable floor 
coatings are for indoor residential 
workshops, garage floors and 
for many other commercial and 
industrial applications. our epoxy 
floor coatings also provide strong 
protection for wood and metal 
surfaces. For more information, 
visit www.epoxymaster.com or 
call us at 1-888-ePoxY-kIt.



62  Hagerty’s Magazine | HagErty.CoM

R A R E  W W I I  H A R l E Y
rearVieW mirror



*NADA Antique Classic and Special Interest Motorcycle Appraisal Guide

Dennis Gill’s elusive search for a Harley-Davidson XA 750 pays off.  by JonatHan a. StEin

Harley’s answer for Rommel
the tAnk and fenders are pure Harley-davidson, but 

the engine and frame look more like they came from the 

Fatherland than the Heartland. What are an opposed 

twin, shaft drive and rear shocks doing on a 1942 Harley? 

the Xa 750 was the american response to the smooth 

and durable bMW r71 used with such success by Erwin 

rommel’s Wehrmacht in north africa. 

a loose copy of the r71, the Xa 750 used a side-valve 

opposed twin, a four-speed transmission and shaft drive. Just 

as opposed cylinders provided superior cooling, the shaft also 

made more sense in sand than a chain. the springer front forks 

were heavier and longer than those used on the contemporary 

Wl and Wla, and the engine-cradling frame featured rear 

suspension and brackets for ammunition boxes and firearms. 

between 1942 and 1943 Harley built 1,011 Xa 750s. 

Production was limited by the May 1943 victory in north 

africa and a $1,000 price (versus $247 for Wl or Wla 45 

military Harleys). Post-war there was little market for a pricey 

motorcycle with a german accent. Several dealers refitted 

Xa 750s for the street, but mostly, surplus Xas languished in 

dealerships or were parted out. 

Californian dennis gill started riding in 1966 and worked 

for a Harley-davidson dealer between 1969 and 1977. in the 

‘70s he restored a 1922 Harley-davidson, which was followed 

by a rough 1918 Cleveland. While visiting famed stunt 

rider bud Ekins in 1978 to measure and photograph a 1922 

Cleveland, he met a Japanese gentleman named okada 

Dennis gill waited 24 
years to get a harley-
Davidson xA 750 and, 
before he knew it, he 
had two.

built by: 
Harley-davidson 

Quantity 
Produced: 

1,011 

original Price: 
$1,000

Current Price:
$12,000–40,000*

who was buying vintage Harleys. although gill’s ’22 wasn’t 

for sale, okada pried it away for serious money. Ekins asked 

gill to find okada a Harley-davidson Xa 750. His first call to 

Sacramento dealer armando Magri was answered by: “Hell 

no, take my wife, but leave my Harley Xa alone.” Finally, gill 

found an Xa for sale and brokered a deal. once he saw the 

Xa, however, gill realized he wanted it for himself. but, as he 

says, “a deal is a deal. at that point i promised myself that if i 

ever ran across another Xa, it was mine.” 

gill jumped when an Xa turned up online in 2002. 

the Xa showed 11,800 miles, and the original title, dated 

September 9, 1944, listed the army as the last owner. With 

all key parts on hand, the restoration started immediately. 

With the Xa almost complete, gill took it to a vintage 

motorcycle rally in roseville, California. as he unloaded, a 

pickup arrived with armando Magri’s civilianized Xa. gill 

didn’t hesitate when he discovered it was for sale. 

both Xas are popular at shows, and gill takes the black 

one — named lu after armando’s wife — on numerous 

runs. He understands just how special these Xas are and 

that he’s been “very fortunate finding not one but two 

extremely rare machines,” which may well be the best-

documented Xa 750s in existence. 

the Harley-davidson Xa 750 showcased many firsts for 
the manufacturer. to learn about the many unique features, 
go to hagerty.com/xA750.
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It began with a single tractor trailer and a 

lasting commitment over 50 years ago: transport 

any vehicle to any location with an unparalleled level 

of care and untouchable degree of professionalism. Today,

Reliable Carriers is the country’s largest enclosed auto transport company, 

serving the 48 contiguous United States and Canada. Whether it’s 

for a concours event, relocation, corporate event, or shipping the car 

of your dreams from one location to another, Reliable Carriers, Inc. 

provides fully enclosed and air-ride equipped transport, with $5 million 

worth of insurance on every load, and GPS tracking. This is Reliable.

50 YEARS OF TAKING VEHICLES SERIOUSLY.

r e l i a b l e c a r r i e r s . c o m

AN OffICIAl CARRIeR Of BARReTT- JACkSON, MeCUM AUCTIONS, RM AUCTIONS ANd RUSSO & STeele

Vehicles taken seriously. 

TM
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FLORIDA
Ocala

Local 352-861-8700 - 900 SW 38th Ave.
800-874-7595 CALIFORNIA

Ventura800-235-3445
Local 805-654-0468 - 1376 Walter St. #1

MICHIGAN
Canton

Local 734-397-4569 - 2435 S. Haggerty Rd.
800-521-6104 N. CAROLINA

Charlotte800-368-6451
Local 704-331-0900 - 7000 MacFarlane Blvd.

National Parts Depot  
is proud to be a major sponsor  

of The Iacocca Foundation  
and The Lee Iacocca Award,  

“Given for Dedication to  
excellence in perpetuating an  

American Automotive Tradition.”
www.iacoccafoundation.orgwww.nationalpartsdepot.com

OR SHOP ON-LINE
Checkout our New interactive catalog
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