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sO whAt’s thAt ’59 Cadillac doing on the cover of Hagerty magazine when we’re not actually doing 

a story about GM’s top marque? It’s a fact that musicians — particularly blues musicians — have long 

favored Cadillacs. But plenty of other marques have rolled into blues lyrics as well. We asked veteran 

blues writer Ron Wynn to look at the inseparable link between cars and the uniquely american art form 

known as the blues. I love this story, because if I’m at home or in the car, chances are I’m listening to 

the blues — more often than not, my personal favorite, Stevie Ray Vaughn. 

Our look at the blues is also one of the first stories to take us down South in a country where both 

coasts tend to get most of the coverage in the hobby press. High-profile events like Pebble Beach and 

amelia Island, combined with some amazing East Coast collections and California’s reputation as the 

epicenter of american car culture, probably account for the abundance of attention. However, based 

here in northern Lower Michigan, our perspective is a bit different. We tend look for some of the hidden 

gems of our automotive heritage a bit closer to our own backyard. Case in point: our neighbor to the south, 

Indiana — pretty much the heart of the heartland. Few people know that it once rivaled our own state of 

Michigan in terms of automotive production. Its automotive heritage remains impressive, and our own 

Rob Sass spent a weekend visiting several first-rate Indiana museums and writing about the experience. 

In continuing our exploration of “new Experiences,” executive editor Jerry Burton took to the skies 

with one of the country’s top formation flying teams. In fact, he set a precedent by being the first writer 

for Hagerty magazine to strap on a parachute in order to chase a story. In truth, he was probably safer 

up in the sky in a 70-year-old Stearman than he would have been riding in Maybellene’s Cadillac “up to 

hundred and four” as she raced Chuck Berry’s V-8 Ford.
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crossroads: blues 
and the automobile

McKeel hagerty 
plays the blues while 
leaning on his 1967 
Mustang shelby 
Gt500 with his 
matching MJ Mirage 
Lime Gold guitar with 
white stripes. his 
Gt500 is equipped 
with a 355-bhp  
428-cid v-8 engine.
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32 
state of the hobby
Collector car values 

rebounded in 2010 after 

hitting the skids in 2008 and 

2009, the direct result of a 

poor economy. the number 

of show cars was up at events 

around the country. Concerns 

remain, however, and 

attracting youth to the hobby 

is critical to its survival.
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Cars of the blues
Music critic and author Ron 

Wynn talks about the cars 

that inspired the great R&B 

and blues songwriters — and 

the lyrics that helped make 

the cars and the musicians 

famous — from Cadillacs, 

Lincolns and Oldsmobiles 

to Mustangs, terraplanes, 

Mercurys and Pontiacs.

36 
back home in indiana
the Hoosier State boasts an 

incredibly rich automotive 

culture and heritage, once 

rivaling Michigan in the 

production of automobiles. 

take a weekend tour 

of some museums that 

celebrate the state’s 

automotive past and rank 

among the best anywhere.

features

22



w h o ’ S  i n  t h e  i S S u e
Contributors

Angie’s List is proud to announce nationwide  
reviews on classic and custom car services.

Hire the best professionals for your custom  
painting, restoration, repairs and more! 

Join today at

AngiesList.com/Cars

1. Joe vAughn has been capturing images 

nationally and internationally for nearly 20 

years. He’s always ready for an adventure, 

whether it’s in a pre-war Stearman biplane or 

meeting auto enthusiasts throughout Indiana. 

Joe recently has done work for Sports 

Illustrated, Time and HBO.

2. Jerry burton loves airplanes almost as 

much as he loves cars. the Wisconsin native 

was a frequent visitor to the Eaa Fly In at 

Oshkosh while growing up, and jumped at 

the chance to go formation flying in 

Stearman biplanes for this issue. Jerry is the 

executive editor for Hagerty magazine, which 

explains how he got first dibs on this story.

3. Angelo vAn bogArt has been a car 

collector since he was 16 years old and 

bought a 37-year-old 1955 Cadillac. Since 

2001, angelo has worked on the editorial 

staff of Old Cars Weekly and is currently 

its editor. In addition, he’s authored 

several books, including Cadillac: 100 

Years of Innovation. 

4. ron wynn is a freelance writer who 

currently contributes to Nashville Scene, 

The Tennessee Tribune, Jazz Times and 

Book Page, and also co-hosts “Freestyle,” 

a weekly radio show on WFSK, 88.1FM. 

He’s written liner notes for several projects, 

including the Grammy-nominated From 

Where I Stand: The Black Experience In 

Country Music and the Grammy-winning 

Night Train to Nashville, Vol. 1.

5. evAn klein had never shot in nashville 

before and enjoyed discovering the city’s 

unique qualities. “We were welcomed with 

open arms as we shot around the city. From 

country roads and juke joints to Printers alley, 

it was a refreshing change of pace from the 

Los angeles traffic, with barbecue to boot.” 

 1 2 3 4 5



6  Hagerty Magazine | HaGERty.COM

the $160 million auction total rep-
resents one of the biggest in his-

tory, falling just short of 2007’s 
$163 million total. highlights 

included (clockwise from top) the 
2006 Ferrari FXX evoluzione, $2.1 

million; 1955 Mercedes benz 
300sL Gullwing, $1.375 million; 
1970 hemi ’Cuda, $1.7 million; 

1956 desoto Fireflite, $368,500. 

short  shifts   e v e n t sshort  shifts   a r i z o n a  a u c t i o n s

Hot Week in ArizonA
A $160 million auction total and global auction 
summit highlight January 2011 auctions 

Sunny skies. Warmer weather. Both set the 

stage for a robust arizona auction week last 

January. Consensus: the market is back. the 

numbers, please:

•  at its 40th annual Scottsdale sale, Barrett-

Jackson sold all of its 1,240 no-reserve con-

signments for a $69.7 million total. 

•  Gooding & Company posted a $35 mil-

lion total from 121 cars, with a 2006 Ferrari 

FXX Evoluzione setting the high mark at 

$2.1 million. 

•  RM auctions sold 172 of its 180 lots for a 

$30.8 million tally, including a steel-bodied 

1955 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing at an 

auction-record $1.375 million. 

•  Russo and Steele boasted sales in excess 

of $21 million and a 70-percent sell-through, 

with a 1970 Plymouth Hemi ‘Cuda convert-

ible making an impressive $1.7 million. 

•  Silver auctions neared $4 million in their 

annual Ft. Mcdowell sale.

Overall, more than 2,300 cars and nearly 

$160 million changed hands during the week, 

with 13 cars selling for more than $1 million.
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t o p  A u ct i o n  l e A d e r S  c o n v e n e  i n  S c o t tS d A l e
What happens when you put eight auction executives in one room? If the 250 people who 

packed the Penske Racing Museum in Scottsdale, arizona, for the Hagerty Global auction 

Summit expected fisticuffs, they were disappointed. Max Giraldo of RM auctions, donnie 

Gould of auctions america by RM, david Swig of Bonhams & Butterfields, Mitch Silver of 

Silver auctions, drew alcazar of Russo and Steele, Garth Hammers of Gooding & Com-

pany, Simon Hope of H & H auctions and Rod Egan of the Worldwide Group all fielded 

questions from Hagerty CEO McKeel Hagerty and Wayne Carini of “Chasing Classic Cars.” 

Judging by the lively discussion and audience response, the summit was an overwhelming 

success. to see the video, go to hagerty.com/summit. 

Thanks to Penske Racing Museum (penskeracingmuseum.com) for hosting the seminar. 
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wayne Carini (holding microphone) 
and McKeel hagerty (standing, far 
left) asked the eight-member panel 
questions during the auction summit.
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elvis car Show
Memphis, Tennessee

Because Elvis was a car guy, he’d probably 

enjoy the second annual Elvis Presley Car 

Show at Graceland, May 27–29. Stroll the 

70-acre grounds and check out the hun-

dreds of rods, classic and sports cars on 

display, including some of the King’s own. 

the event is free to the public. Hagerty will 

be there, too, so come by and say hello. 

For more, go to elvis.com/carshow.

You’ll find a little bit of everything at the elvis 
Car show, such as this 1964 buick series 60.

oh, what a feeling! 
Torrance, California

the toyota USa automobile Museum 

held its grand reopening in november. 

the new 45,000-sqare-foot facility pre-

serves the collection of more than 100 sig-

nificant models and milestone cars from 

the manufacturer’s history in the U.S., dat-

ing back to 1957. Contact curator Susan 

Sanborn at 310-468-4728 to schedule a 

tour. For more, go to toyota50th.com. 

short  shifts   e v e n t s

Big things tend to happen when RM comes to town. In late October, the Canadian auction 

house presented 106 cars to a strong crowd at Battersea Evolution, London. By close of busi-

ness, 92 cars had sold for a total of $30.3 million, and collector Harry yeaggy nabbed the big-

gest prize: James Bond’s movie-starring 1964 aston Martin dB5. He paid $4.6 million for the 

privilege, making the dB5 the most expensive aston ever sold at auction. the car is destined 

for display in the collector’s Ohio museum.

In all, eight cars eclipsed the $1 million mark, including the sole Jeancart-style 4-liter 

1938 talbot-Lago t23 teardrop coupe, which brought $2.8 million, and a pair of Lambor-

ghini Miuras — a 1971 SVJ and a 1972 SV — which sold for $1.15 million and $1.1 million, 

respectively. See complete results at rmauctions.com.

s h a k e n ,  n o t 
s t i r r e d

the Spring Carlisle Collector Car Swap Meet is 

the place to be the last weekend of april. the 

102-acre fairgrounds will be busting its seams 

with more than 8,000 vendors hawking parts, 

accessories, memorabilia and whatever else you 

can think of for a vintage car. you’ll find 2,000 

collector cars up for grabs in the car corral and a 

huge auction at the Expo Center. Enter your car 

in the second annual Carlisle Cruise-in and check 

out the Hot Rodders of tomorrow engine build 

competition. Visit carsatcarlisle.com for more.

s p r i n g  ca r l i s l e

A look at Corolla Row at the toyota Auto-
mobile usA Museum in torrance, California.

the first indy 500 in 1911 was won by Ray 
harroun, driving a Marmon wasp. 

centenary celebration
Indianapolis, Indiana 

to celebrate the Indy 500’s centennial, the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway is throwing 

a party, the 100th anniversary Celebration 

of automobiles. On May 13 and 14, 250 

cars built from 1911 to 1961, including the 

24 marques that raced in the inaugural 500 

in 1911, will be on display. Plan on attend-

ing this once-in-a-lifetime event. Visit india-

napolismotorspeedway.com for more.
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the ‘64 Aston Martin db5 from the James bond movies brought $4.6 million at auction.

Carlisle is one of the world’s major swap meets.
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collector cAr productionS 
April 8–10, 2011

Classic Car Auction of toronto

International Centre

Mississauga, Ontario

ccpauctions.com

keelS & wheelS concourS 
d’elegAnce
April 30–May 1, 2011

Seabrook, texas

keels-wheels.com

12th AnnuAl mcpherSon cArS 
club cAr Show
May 7, 2011

McPherson, Kansas

www.mcpherson.edu

7th AnnuAl cruiSin’ bAck to the 
’50S culver city cAr Show
May 7, 2011

Culver City, California

culvercitycarshow.com

AuctionS AmericA
May 12–15, 2011

Auburn spring Collector Car Auction

auburn, Indiana

auctionsamerica.com

rm AuctionS
May 21, 2011

eccellenza e bellezza al Concorso 

d’eleganza villa d’este

Spazio Villa Erba, Cernobbio, Italy 

rmauctions.com

greenwich concourS d’elegAnce
June 4–5, 2011

Roger Sherman Baldwin Park

Greenwich, Connecticut

greenwichconcours.com

the elegAnce At herShey
June 11–12, 2011

Concours and the Ascent hillclimb

the Hotel Hershey 

Hershey, Pennsylvania

theeleganceathershey.com
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new COLLeCtORs FOundAtiOn initiAtive 

the Collectors Foundation has been named official 

charity of the International Show Car association 

(ISCa) and Championship auto Shows “Student 

Career day.” the ISCa, the sanctioning body for 

indoor shows, oversees competition, supervises 

judging and manages the series championship, 

while Championship auto Shows produces indoor 

car events across the country. a “Student Career 

day” is held at many of their shows to support 

automotive education programs at area schools. 

Visit collectorsfoundation.org for more. 

in seARCh OF the YOunGest AnChOR

Budding reporters will get to show their chops when 

Hagerty kicks off its latest Operation Ignite! initiative, a 

youth reporter contest, on March 13 at the amelia 

Island Concours. Kids ages 8–17 will compete to repre-

sent Hagerty in front of the camera, reporting from 

major events and interviewing hobby leaders and car 

owners. Contestants must submit a two- to three-

minute video newscast on an auto-related topic or 

event by May 9. a public vote, May 16–23, will pick five 

finalists, and a Hagerty panel will select the winner. the 

youth reporter and a parent will travel to four events, 

including the Pebble Beach Concours. the dispatches 

will appear on hagerty.com and elsewhere online. to 

register, go to hagerty.com/operationignite. 

CORReCtiOn

In the World of Jaguar story in the Winter 2010 issue, 

we inadvertently referred to Jaguars as having Jaeger 

instruments instead of Smith’s, and cited 1966 — not 

1967 — as the final year of the Series 1 E-type. 

short  shifts   h a g e r t y  n e w s
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h i lt o n  h e a d  c l o s e s  t h e 
2 0 1 0  s h o w  s e a s o n
the Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance & Motoring Festival marked the grand 

finale of the 2010 show season. Chevrolet was the honored marque at the event held 

October 29–november 7. 

Kids chosen as part of Hagerty’s Operation Ignite! took part in youth Judging dur-

ing the Car Club Jamboree and learned some hands-on automotive fundamentals. 

at the annual concours, Hagerty’s own nigel Matthews presented two rare alfas 

from the Corrado Lopresto Collection in Milan, Italy. the one-off 1942 6C 2500 SS 

took Best of Show honors, while the other, a 1949 6C 2500 SS, claimed Most Out-

standing Car, Post-1948. Visit hhiconcours.com for more.

3 6 5  d ay s  o f  ‘a ’

Hagerty’s PR manager Jonathan Klinger has been out and about in his “Mighty” 

1930 Ford Model a, a daily driving experiment he began after the Hershey Swap 

Meet last October, just as the air in northern Michigan took a chill. 

Klinger has remained undaunted. He’s a McPherson man, after all, and no 

Model a is going to keep him off the roads, though he has learned to look for leaks 

when walking away from or toward the thing. Klinger has outfitted the car with a 

locking toolbox mounted aft of the front bumper and keeps an extra sweater hidden 

away for the coldest mornings. He’s also installed a power inverter to power a 12V 

socket to keep his cell phone charged. Otherwise it’s a stock Model a.

Read his daily blog at 365daysofa.com, and be sure to wave if you see him. 

Clockwise from top right: when his wolf whistle 
blew off, Klinger plugged the vacuum leak with a 
wine cork; dropping off two fifth graders at school; 
Klinger checking a hose; and navigating the snow. 

nigel Matthews with the 1942 Alfa 
Romeo 6C 2500 ss, named best of 

show at hilton head island.
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The relationship I have with Intercity Lines has been 
an integral part of my business for nearly twenty 
years. Professional, confidential and on-time, they 
provide superior service. Simply said, Intercity is the 
very best in the industry. Transporting multi-million 
dollar cars is their specialty; no one does it better.   

  —  Don Williams 
  President & Owner
  The Blackhawk Collection

“
”

•	 Intercity	Lines	is	a	family	owned	and	operated	business.	

•	 For	over	25	years	we	have	specialized	in	auto	transport;		
it’s	all	we	do.	

•	 We	deliver	door-to-door	direct	to	your	home	or	business.		
Your	automobile	is	never	dropped	at	a	terminal	where	
damages	can	occur.	

•	 We	employ	only	the	best	of	drivers,	professional,	courteous,	
and	experienced;	they’re	the	#1	reason	our	loyal	customers	
return—time	and	time	again.

•	 We	provide	fully	enclosed	transporters,	liftgate	loading,	
sophisticated	QUALCOMM	satellite	tracking,	and		
insurance	coverage.	

•	 We	deliver	anywhere	in	the	continental	United	States.	

Excellence in Automobile Transportation

For a FREE QUOTE please call:  
1.800.221.3936 or visit:  

intercitylines.com for an online quote.

IntercityHaghalfV3.indd   1 12/18/09   3:20 PM

short  shifts   m e d i a

Social mediologists report that Hagerty’s Facebook 

page is the best place to talk cars. We recently 

posed the very subjective question: What’s the 

greatest car ever made? and you said …

Charlie Mcnulty: The Model T, for bringing afford-
able transportation to the masses and ushering in a 
nationwide road network.

scott Mikkelson: Packard … ask the man who owns one.

John J Gleason: The one that starts when I turn the key!

McKeel hagerty: Model T Ford. It put the world on 
wheels. VW Beetle second. Now ask if I really like them …

Caddyshack Pasquince: 1989 Cadillac Fleetwood.

Art Osby: Cartercar Friction Drive, a very underrated car.

Kurt hendley: 1964 GTO, changed a whole era.

Find us at facebook.com/hagertysCollectorCars 

and join the discussion.

ta l k i n ’  c a r s  o n
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Cars and Trucks and Things That Go
no book better introduces the next genera-

tion to cars than Richard Scarry’s classic, first 

published in 1974. the oversized hardcover 

delights the youngest gearheads (and their 

parents) with its vibrant art, lovable charac-

ters and endless supply of weird, wacky and 

wonderful vehicles. Can you say “Banana-

mobile?” $14.99, amazon.com

Ferrari’s World Champions
In his new book, Enrico Mapelli examines the 

Maranello race cars that triumphed against all 

comers, with hundreds of previously unpub-

lished black and white and color images to 

highlight all of Ferrari’s winners, from the F1 

single-seaters of alberto ascari and Michael 

Schumacher, to the sports and Gt machines 

like the 340 MM and 250 GtO. a must for any 

tifosi’s library. $29.95, motorbooks.com

g o o d  r e a d s



8 8 8 - 3 1 0 - 8 0 2 0 ,  o p t i o n  3
ask hagerty

tR
a

n
St

O
C

K

Q I have a Buick Electra 225 that’s low on 

power steering fluid. the manual says to 

use type a transmission fluid, but the only fluid I 

can find is power steering fluid. Is it safe to use? 

A DEXRON III can be safely used in your 

Electra in lieu of Type A automatic 

Safe substitution
transmission fluid, which is obsolete and 

virtually impossible to locate anymore.

Q I have a 1926 Model t. Can you tell me 

what fuels are safe to use in it?

A Since Henry Ford was a real proponent 

of alcohol as a motor fuel, the Ford 

Model T was designed for use with such 

fuels; therefore the 10 percent ethanol in 

modern fuels actually shouldn’t cause any 

problems. Likewise, the engines were not 

designed for leaded gasoline, which hadn’t 

even been invented in1926, so unleaded 

gasoline is simply fueling the vehicle with 

something akin to what it was engineered for. 

The Model T was a reliable, commonsense 

car, built to be affordable and easily main

tained. By the time it was discontinued in 

1928, 15 million Model T’s had been sold. 

Q I keep my ’67 Chevelle with a white 

convertible top in the garage. do you 

suggest placing a cover over the car to keep 

dust off, or is it better to simply let air circulate?

A Put on a car cover that can “breathe” 

but still keeps the dust off. You can 

find a highquality breathable car cover 

from a reputable company such as Griot’s 

Garage (griotsgarage.com) or California Car 

Cover (calcarcover.com). Also, put desiccant 

packs in the car to help trap moisture. 

They’re available in big box stores in the 

laundry section.

Send your questions to askhagerty@
hagerty.com. to see more concierge questions 
and answers, go to hagerty.com/concierge.

Type A automatic transmission fluid no longer available.
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great resourCes
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YOuR CLAssiC CAR drips puddles of coolant and the temperature gauge has 

been edging up. these are signs that your radiator needs more than a can of 

Stop Leak or a strategically placed wad of chewing gum.

Postponing cooling-system service could leave you stranded, suffering an Old 

Faithful eruption under the hood. Worse, overheating can damage your engine.

Radiators are heat exchangers. assisted by air flowing through the grille 

The smart way to avoid hot engines and boilovers.  
By dOn SHERMan

radiator renewal

and a fan, your radiator dumps waste 

heat to the atmosphere, thereby 

keeping your engine cool.

to bone up on the latest radiator 

service techniques, I met with Larry 

Lake, owner of a&B Radiator in ann 

arbor, Michigan. He’s repaired thou-

sands of radiators during his 45 years 

in business and generously shared 

his expertise between phone calls 

and walk-in queries. 

the first thing Larry told me is that 

the old cauldrons of hot acid are long 

gone due to their threat to the envi-

ronment. now, radiators are cleaned 

and degreased by power flushing 

them with mild water-based solutions.

If the radiator is still in the car, Larry 

can identify areas blocked with calcium 

deposits just by running his hand across 

the core. a cool area indicates plugged 

sections and inhibited coolant flow.

When an in-car reverse flush 

doesn’t remedy the situation or a leak 

has been detected, the radiator must 

be removed for repair. a minor leak 

can often be fixed with a soldering 

procedure. If the fin and tube material 

are too badly corroded or the radiator 

is severely plugged, it’s necessary to 

install a new core — a procedure cost-

ing $250 or more depending on the 

radiator’s size and complexity.

after the old core is removed, 

dents and deposits are removed 

from top and bottom tanks and 

mounting brackets. these compo-

nents are then attached to the new 

core material. Since it takes an expe-

rienced hand to solder everything 

together, most radiator repairs can’t 

be accomplished at home.

according to Larry, new core 

material that preserves a vintage 

appearance is available. He strongly 

recommends against heavy coats of 

paint because that can diminish any 

radiator’s heat-exchanging ability.

Chances are there’s a Larry Lake 

in your locale who can give your 

radiator a tune-up before your car 

becomes a geyser spectacle.


A&b Radiator 

sales & service
734-761-7834

bill’s Antique 
Radiator 

Restoration
309-645-0606
billsantique
radiators.

webserveplus.com

brassworks
805-239-2501

thebrass
works.net

Classic Radiator
516-293-9026

classic
radiator.com

dewitts (Vintage 
aluminum 

Corvette radiator 
specialists)

517-548-0600
dewitts.com

d&s engine 
specialists

248-583-6790
dsengine.com

L/A Radiator 
works

800-339-5551
laradiator
works.com

Powell Radiator 
service

937-382-2096

when service or repair is needed on a classic car’s radiator 
— whether street rod, muscle car or cruiser— it should 
always be done by an experienced shop that knows how 
to keep the radiator working.
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 11 DRAWER 
ROLLER 
CABINET 

 $14999 

LOT NO. 
67421

REG. PRICE $299 .99 

INCLUDES:
6 Drawer Top Chest• 
2 Drawer• 
Middle Section
3 Drawer• 
Roller Cabinet

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SAVE 
$100

FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU!

√ Over 4.5 MILLION NEW CUSTOMERS 
 in the Last 18 Months!
√ NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY
√ Family Owned & Operated
√ We Will Beat Any Competitor's Price Within 1 Year of Purchase!

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

Get More Coupons at HarborFreight.com

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

SALE STARTS TODAY!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 7
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 8
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 
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presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 6/22/11.  Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day.

transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 6/22/11.  Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day.

transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 6/22/11.  Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day.

transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 6/22/11.  Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day.

transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 6/22/11.  Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day.

transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 6/22/11.  Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day.

transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 6/22/11.  Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day.

transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 6/22/11.  Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day.

SAVE 
$150

 OSCILLATING 
MULTIFUNCTION

POWER TOOL 

LOT NO. 
 67256 

 $2999 
REG. PRICE 

$59 .99 

17 DIFFERENT ATTACHMENTS 
AVAILABLE IN OUR STORES!SANDING

CUT 
METAL

CUT 
DRYWALL

CUT 
PLASTIC

CUT 
FLOORING

PLUNGE 
CUTTING

SCRAPE 
CONCRETE

 $999 REG. 
PRICE 

$29 .99 

 12 VOLT
MAGNETIC 

TOWING
LIGHT KIT 

Item 96933 
shown

LOT NO.
96933/67455

LOT NO. 95275

 $4499 
REG. PRICE $74 .99 

3 GALLON 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR

REG. PRICE $31 .99  $1799 

 11 PIECE HIGHLY 
POLISHED LONG HANDLE 

COMBINATION 
WRENCH SET S

YOUR CHOICE!

METRIC
LOT NO.  47067 

SAE
LOT NO.  44718 

 $9999 

 1 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE

SHOP CRANE 
LOT NO.  93840 

REG. PRICE $199 .99 

 $399 
REG. 

PRICE 
$9 .99 

LOT NO.  66418 

REG. PRICE 
$89 .99 

 $3999 

 2 PIECE, 1500 LB. CAPACITY
VEHICLE DOLLIES 

LOT NO. 
 67338 

SAVE 
55%  

 MULTI-USE 
TRANSFER PUMP 

INCLUDES RAM, HOOK AND CHAIN!

SAVE 
66%

OFF
20%

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Use this coupon to save 20% on any one single item 
purchased when you shop at a Harbor Freight Tools store. *Cannot be used with any other 
discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on any of the following: gift cards, Inside Track Club 
membership, extended service plans, Compressors, Generators, Tool Cabinets, Welders, Floor 
Jacks, Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items, Parking Lot Sale items, Blowout Sale items, 
Day After Thanksgiving Sale items, Tent Sale items, 800 number orders or online orders. Coupon 
not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Coupon 
cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store in order to 
receive the offer.  Valid through 6/22/11. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

FREE!
3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT
NINE LED ALUMINUM

FLASHLIGHT

REG. PRICE $7 .99 
ITEM 65020

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1  Free item only available with qualifying minimum 
purchase (excluding price of free gift item).  Cannot be used with any other discount or 
coupon.  Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with 
original receipt. Offer good while supplies last.  Shipping & Handling charges may apply if free 
item not picked up in-store.  Coupon cannot be bought, sold or transferred.  Original coupon 
must be presented in-store, or with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 
the offer.  Valid through 6/22/11. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

WITH MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $19.99

SUPER
 

COUPON!
SUPER

 

COUPON!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell 
high quality tools at such ridiculously 
low prices? We buy direct from the 
factories who also supply the major 
brands and sell direct to you. It’s just 
that simple!  Come see for yourself at 
one of our 340 STORES NATIONWIDE and 
use this 20% OFF Coupon on one of our 
7,000 products*, plus with any purchase 
of $19.99 or greater, pick up a FREE 9 LED 
Aluminum Flashlight, a $7.99 VALUE with 
our compliments. We stock Automotive 
products, Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Material Handling, Woodworking Tools, 
Welders, Tool Boxes, Outdoor Equipment, 

Generators, and much more.
NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY,

SERVICE AND PRICE!

hft_hagerty_spring_2011.indd   1 1/18/11   9:55:34 AM
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Carini on Cars
f o l l o w i n g  l e A d S

How I became a certified car sleuth.  By WaynE CaRInI

the art of the hunt

wayne Carini rolls up his sleeves while preparing to 
follow up his latest batch of leads. Carini’s dream 
car, the hudson italia in the photo, finally became his  
34 years after he first fell in love with it. 

Classified ads were everywhere in our 

house. My dad kept a pile of Hemmings Motor 

News right next to the kitchen table. On Sun-

days he’d also grab the big Sunday New York 

Times automotive classified ad section, circle 

cars that caught his fancy and then wait around 

to let them mature. then he’d call the seller 

weeks later on the premise that if they were still 

unsold, he’d be able to buy them for a lot less.

I started buying and selling cars when I 

was 12 and was working with my dad after 

school and on weekends. Sure, I tried to go 

straight, attending Pratt Institute for a year 

to study architecture, but ended up in Idaho 

of all places before graduating from Central 

Connecticut University. I was hoping to find a 

teaching job out of school, but the temptation 

to go back to work for my dad was too much. a 

client of his had a smashed-up Ferrari daytona 

Spyder and dad told me, “I don’t really want to 

fix that, but maybe you want to.” Ferrari dealer 

Luigi Chinetti saw the repaired daytona and 

before long I had five Ferraris I was working on, 

and I thought I’d died and gone to heaven.

People can teach you how to hold a 

wrench or paint a car. But unless you have a 

real feel for it and you’re really absorbed in it, 

it becomes more like a job — not second 

nature. But once you’re around this stuff long 

enough, you just know what to do and how to 

do it. there’s no classroom.

When it comes to finding cars, what we do 

better than most people is follow leads. at first, 

you make your own leads. Back in the ‘50s, if 

someone knew that you liked old cars, you got 

leads constantly — and that’s still true today — 

especially once you became well known.

Following leads can also open up new 

doors. Case in point: When I was 18, my father’s 

shop repaired a Hudson Italia. For years, I tried 

to buy that very car. Some 34 years later, the 

original owner’s sister wanted me to fit it with 

new tires. Knowing how much I loved the car, 

she finally offered it to me, knowing I’d preserve 

it in its unrestored state. that car prompted a 

writer to run a piece in the New York Times, 

and the next thing I knew a tV production 

company was on the phone asking me if I’d 

consider doing a tV show about old cars.

Keep following those leads, because you 

never know what’ll happen. W
a

yn
E

 C
a

R
In

I B
y 

M
IK

E
 M

a
E

z;
 It

a
LI

a
 B

y 
B

R
U

n
O

 R
a

tE
n

SP
E

R
G

E
R

; P
IC

tU
R

E
 F

R
a

M
E

 B
y 

M
IK

E
 d

U
n

n
In

G
, d

O
R

LI
n

G
 K

In
d

E
R

SL
E

y,
 G

E
tt

y 
IM

a
G

E
S

PeOPLe OFten ask me how I developed a nose for old cars. My answer? It was all about 

home schooling. My dad was a car nut who restored cars and belonged to a Model a club. 

By the time I was 2 or 3, I was going around to car shows with him. Many weekends we’d get 

together with one of his friends and drive all over the northeast in search of cars or parts, 

canvassing long-standing Ford dealerships and even peeking behind people’s houses in case 

we might find something interesting.



PRECISION AND LUXURY AT ITS BEST
NOW WITH DIAMONDS AS STANDARD

30 DAY MONEY
BACK GUARANTEE

5 YEAR UNLIMITED
MOVEMENT WARRANTY

The Daniel Steiger Alphagraph Diamond. A sporty timepiece with a luxury edge now available direct from the 

manufacturer at the astonishingly low price of $179 - a saving of $916 on the retail price of $1,095. So how can we 

make an offer like this? The answer is beautifully simple. We have no middleman to pay. No retail overheads to pay 

and not the usual mark-up to make, which on luxury items (including watches) can be enormous. We just make 

beautiful watches beautifully simple to buy.

• Stainless steel case and bracelet featuring divers buckle fused with 18k yellow gold 

• Rotating bezel • Precision movement featuring month, day, date and dual time sub-dials 

• 6 Genuine diamond indices • Water resistant to 10atms (328ft) • 5 Year unlimited

 movement warranty. 

DANIEL STEIGER

Includes Soft Lined 
Wood Finished 
Presentation Case

6

LIST PRICE
$1,095.00

83%OFF
NOW JUST

$179
YOU SAVE

$916

CALL OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE ON 1-877 550 9876 

Please quote  or go to www.timepiecesusa.com/hag112
Timepieces International Inc, 3580 NW 56th Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 33309
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your turn
u n t o u c h e d  b e A u t y

1 Values provided by Hagerty’s Cars That Matter, Sept–dec. 2010.

GM Powertrain engineer Greg Cockerill 

searched the U.S. for five years to find an 

unrestored 1960 Buick LeSabre convertible 

of this quality. Ironically, though, it was a 

lunchtime foray to a nearby classic dealership 

in troy, Michigan, that connected Cockerill 

to his dream car. With just 9,800 miles on the 

clock, the Buick had been lovingly stored 

and scarcely used for 35 years before being 

offered through the broker by its second 

owner. Virtually everything was original on the 

car — right down to the whitewall tires, belts, 

hoses and convertible top. “I’m a sucker 

for originality,” Cockerill admits. “When I’m 

working on the car, it’s amazing to think I’m 

the first guy in 50 years to remove this part.”

1960 BUICK LESABRE CONVERTIBLE:  
$15,600–$79,1001

1960 BUick 
lesaBre 
conVertiBle

It takes a special owner to leave a car  
untouched. Here are five stories of collector 
car matches made in heaven.  By JOHn L. StEInLive and Let Live

the story behind this original 9,077-mile 1967 Shelby Gt500 is the stuff of dreams. a 

U.S. soldier ordered it while serving in Vietnam, drove it sparingly after returning 

home, stored it at his house in new Jersey for decades, and in 2001 decided to sell it. 

On the lookout for a low-mileage Gt500, current owner Stephen Becker went to see 

it. the transaction was unusual because the seller didn’t want cash — he wanted a 

Jaguar offered at a nearby dealership. So Becker bought the Jag for the seller, and in 

return received the Gt500. It all happened incredibly quickly. “I wrote the check for 

the Jaguar, went back and pumped up the tires in the Shelby, and he gave me the 

title,” Becker says. For more about this Gt500, go to hagerty.com/ShelbyGt500.

1967 shelBy gt500

PRICE RANgE fOR A 1967 SHELBY gT500: $95,600–$181,0001





your turn
u n t o u c h e d  b e A u t y

U.S. army Chief Warrant Officer Joseph Breneman II found this 1954 

Packard Cavalier, previously owned by the Royal Family of Greece, in a 

Venice, Italy, Mercedes-Benz dealership in 1964. He used the car 

frequently when off-duty, touring France, Switzerland and other 

countries with his family. now showing 208,000 kilometers on its Euro-

spec odometer, today the Packard resides with son Joseph Jr. in 

Connecticut. Its 327-cid straight-eight is still going strong, and the car 

has been continuously licensed, inspected and used all these years. 

The Collector & Vintage Car Insurance Specialists  |  800-922-4050  |  WWW.HAGERTY.COM

HAGERTY’S CONCIERGEMeet Glenn

When you ride with Hagerty, you get more than customized coverage at rates sig-
nificantly lower than standard insurance. You get Glenn, our man with the answers. 
Whether you’re looking for the closest restoration shop or searching for a beautiful 
Sunday drive, Glenn’s here to answer your car-related questions. No matter what you 
call him, he’s ready to help.

Hagerty Concierge Service. Another reason why if you own a classic car, you belong 
with Hagerty.

PRICE RANgE fOR A 1954 PACKARD CAVALIER: $2,200–$14,2001

darrin Colbart wasn’t even a gleam in his mother’s eye when his 

parents purchased this handsome 1964 Chevrolet Impala two-

door hardtop in angola, Indiana. Equipped with a 327/250-cid 

V-8 and a three-speed manual transmission, the tuxedo Black 

beauty served the family faithfully for years. the car had been in 

storage for 30 years when darrin bought it from his father just 

two months before his dad passed away in 2009. “My favorite 

thing was getting it running again and bringing it to his house,” 

he recalls. “I rolled up on a Sunday morning and said, ‘you may 

want to look out on the driveway.’ He lit up like a Christmas tree 

and bounced right outside as well as he could.”

1964 cheVrolet iMpala

PRICE RANgE fOR A 1964 CHEVROLET IMPALA 2-DOOR 
HARDTOP: $13,600–$34,9001

1954 packard caValier



1965 pontiac 2+2
When the time came for Bob Morrow to 

purchase his first new car in 1964, he wanted a 

step up from a Ford or Chevy. He decided on 

this stylish Pontiac 2+2 with the high-output 

tri-Power 421-cid V-8 engine, four-speed 

transmission, Positraction and lovely Iris Mist 

paint with black interior. He used it as his daily 

ride for three years before transferring 

workaday transportation to a Volkswagen. 

always garaged and kept in like-new 

condition, the fastback 2+2 now has just 

59,000 miles on it, and Morrow still enjoys the 

acceleration blast that comes from cracking 

the throttle to open all three carbs. “My lady 

friend says, ‘you can’t do that without smiling, 

can you?’” he laughs. “It’s always a kick!”

PRICE RANgE fOR A1965 PONTIAC 2+2: 
$6,100–$32,2001

Send your best ”before and after” 
photos, along with a short description of the 
project, to photoshagerty@hagerty.com and 
you might see it featured on these pages. 
Haven’t seen yours in the magazine? Check at 
hagerty.com/yourturn.
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By ROn Wynn >> PHOtOGRaPHy By EVan KLEIn

cars 
of   the Blues
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cars 
of   the Blues

Just like women, 
floods and money, 
cars were often the 
inspiration for many great 
blues and r&b tunes.
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“As I was motivatin’ over the hill 
I saw Maybellene in a Coupe de Ville 
Cadillac rollin’ on an open road 
But nothin’ outrun my V8 Ford 
Cadillac doin’ about ninety-five 
Bumper to bumper rollin’ side to side 
Maybellene, why can’t you be true? 
Oh, Maybellene, why can’t you be true? 
You done started back doin’ the things you used to do”
    — chuck Berry

The train will always have a prominent spot in blues lore because so many 
great musicians made the trek from the Delta to Chicago via rail. But the car 
began to enjoy a much more prominent place in blues lyrics as it emerged as 
a status symbol in the post-war years. In urban areas such as Chicago, St. Louis 
and Memphis, successful bluesmen rewarded themselves with Cadillacs, Lin-
colns and Oldsmobiles and worked them into the fabric of their songs. 

Still, there were some superb pre-war songs that highlighted cars. 
Perhaps the gem was Terraplane Blues, penned by blues great Robert 
Johnson, the epitome of the tragic, doomed hero. Reputed to have 
obtained his spectacular writing and singing skills through a deal with 
the devil, Johnson created a stunning set of songs in two marathon 
recording sessions in Texas in 1936 and 1937 before dying at 27 under 
circumstances that remain in doubt today. 

Terraplane Blues was a regional hit, selling 5,000 copies. The Terra-
plane was built by Hudson, an automaker that in its prime (1929) 

ranked third among American models behind Ford and Chevy. The 
Terraplane — badged as an Essex — was among the earliest low-cost, 
mass-produced brands. Its innovations included a dual braking system 
and balanced crankshaft, and it was the first brand to have dashboard, 
oil pressure and generator warning lights.

Johnson’s haunting, evocative singing and playing resound through a tale 
about deception and desertion. He also sings about going “down low” and 
checking “under the hood,” and utilizes several other car-driven metaphors 
before telling the song’s subject that he’s going to drive down to see another 
lover in Arkansas. So much for loyalty, but the consistent mention of differ-
ent car parts and functions reinforces its importance within the song.

Still, most of the truly memorable and lasting blues tunes associated 
with cars were created during the Urban Era. Part of the reason for that 
echoes the evolution of the automobile and innovations in design and 
technology that paralleled the creation of urban blues and rock ’n’ roll, 
helping make such models as Cadillac, Oldsmobile and Ford (Mustang) 
not only vehicles of choice for hit-making performers, but the subjects 
of hot singles being aired on popular radio stations.

The convergence of car and song may have begun in the pre-war era, 
but it became a cultural staple as electric blues, sexually charged boogie 
pieces and hip-shaking numbers became the rage. White teens increas-
ingly ignored the moralistic claims of their parents about the evils of the 
blues and rock ’n’ roll and they embraced these songs, especially those 
that reaffirmed notions of rebellion and freedom. Simultaneously, the 
lyrics in several numbers cited the lure of particular cars and the thrill of 
the open road.
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1948 CHEVy PICKUP tRUCK COURtESy OF WILLIaM F. tERRy
1949 FORd V-8 COUPE COURtESy OF MOSES CROCKER

1959 CadILLaC SERIES 63 SEdan dE VILLE COURtESy OF GREGORy OSWaLd
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Clockwise from top: A 1949 Ford v-8 (left) and a 1959 
Cadillac series 63 sedan de ville outside a juke joint 
called Miss Kitty’s Place; the Caddy parked by the 
legendary bourbon street blues and boogie bar, 
where you can hear live blues every night; a rear view 
of a 1948 Chevy pickup truck; the infamous tail fins on 
the ‘59 Caddy; and guitars for sale. Opposite: the ‘49 
Ford prowls Printers Alley in downtown nashville. 
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At the same time, the earning status of African-Americans began to 
climb after World War II, fostering a cultural climate that fueled musi-
cal invention and supported economic development, albeit in a very 
isolated and insular fashion.

That triggered more fondness for cars among black audiences, many 
of whom at that time were blues fans. With black stars beginning to 
earn larger salaries and conspicuous consumption rearing its head in 
some sectors, more people became both music and car fans.

No car has been more revered and celebrated among blues musi-
cians than the Cadillac, in part due to its history within the black com-
munity. Cadillac was one of the first companies to conduct advertising 
campaigns aimed at blacks. Company president Nicholas Dreystadt 
was informed in 1932 that Joe Louis wanted to purchase one but 
couldn’t go into a distributorship for racial reasons and had arranged for 
a white friend to buy one for him.

The subsequent implementation of such features as tail fins and the 
signature front bumpers in the late 1940s and ’50s, plus its long, sleek 
look and overall design, further popularized the Cadillac and elicited a 

Above: Argill’s Music store in hendersonville, tennessee, “the biggest 
hearted little guitar shop to the stars,” and bb King’s blues Club in nashville 

take their place among automotive icons of the blues’ golden era, including a 
‘48 Chevy pickup logo; a ‘49 Ford hood ornament and tail light, a ‘48 Chevy 
pickup whitewall tire and rim, a ‘49 Ford bullet nose and a ‘59 Caddy logo. 

host of musical responses that eventually became anthems. The film 
Cadillac Records shows a record label owner (ostensibly Leonard Chess) 
who rewarded his prize musicians with Cadillacs in lieu of royalties 
when they had hit records, one of many things in the movie hotly dis-
puted by surviving family members and blues historians. 

Ironically, some of the greatest tunes about Cadillacs have been writ-
ten by performers whose finest moments came on the Chess label. Per-
haps the king of the Cadillac and car song is Chuck Berry, who 
frequently either alluded to or directly referenced them in enormously 
influential numbers.

Arguably the greatest of his car anthems is Maybellene from 1955, a song 
that borrows the structure of Bob Wills’ Ida Red, but transforms it through 
Berry’s splintering licks, driving rhythm and inspired lyrics. It’s a tale about 
an epic road race that also incorporates within its narrative a plea for roman-
tic dedication. Berry’s tune keeps its descriptive mode throughout: 
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“The Cadillac pulled up to hundred and four
The Ford got hot and wouldn’t do more
It done got cloudy and started to rain
I tooted my horn for the passin’ lane
The rainwater blowin’ all under my hood
I know that I was doin’ my motor good.

Maybellene, why can’t you be true? 
Oh, Maybellene, why can’t you be true? 
You done started back doin’ the things you used to do.”

Several other Berry tunes equally praise the Cadillac or other cars 
and cite them during the song. The list includes No Money Down, You 
Can’t Catch Me, Dear Dad, No Particular Place to Go and Jaguar and 
Thunderbird. None of these are as masterful as Maybellene, but all are 
superbly crafted and worthy additions to his glittering legacy.

Labelmate Bo Diddley also had his share of auto hits. Yet despite 

the fact that he named one of his guitars after the automobile (shown 
on the inside cover of Bo Diddley Is a Gunslinger), his seminal tune 
Cadillac isn’t exactly an endorsement of the car’s prowess. For exam-
ple, the first stanza expresses strong disdain for the car, with lyrics like 
“I don’t want no Cadillac, the one I got, I’m gonna take back.” Seems 
to us, though, that it wasn’t the car’s fault, as he wrote about flat tires 
in the morning.

Other strong tunes about this classic car include Albert King’s 
Cadillac Assembly Line, Jimmy Liggins’ Cadillac Boogie, Lightnin’ 
Hopkins’ Lightnin’s Discourse on the Cadillac, Floyd Dixon’s Red Head 
and Cadillac, and Wynonie Harris’ Fishtail Blues. More recent compo-
sitions include Jerry McCain’s hard-edged Welfare Cadillac, Mitch 
Woods’ Solid Gold Cadillac and Texas Cadillac from Smokin’ Joe 
Kubek and his band featuring Bnois King. But if Maybellene serves as 
perhaps the grandest blues ode to the Cadillac, then the Jackie Bren-
ston tune Rocket 88 is both a harbinger of the coming rock era and a 
salute to the Oldsmobile and its potent “Olds 88” overhead valve V-8. 
Introduced in 1949, the Oldsmobile 88 series gave the company its 
top sellers from 1950 until 1974.

The song Rocket 88, recorded in 1951 when the car was at its sales 
peak, was credited to Jackie Brenston and his Delta Cats, a band that 
didn’t exist. Brenston was a saxophonist in Ike Turner’s band, and the 

top, from left: 1948 Chevy pickup, ‘49 Ford v-8 and a ‘59 Cadillac series 63 
sedan de ville all pictured on rural roads in tennessee. Above right: the 

long, sleek Caddy with its distinctive tail fins inspired many blues songs. it’s 
shown here outside the bourbon street blues and boogie bar in nashville.

Got a favorite R&B or blues road song? Weigh in — and see what 
others are listening to — at hagerty.com/topsongs.



tune was cobbled together from the framework of the 1947 Liggins’ 
tune Cadillac Boogie and an instrumental from boogie-woogie pianist 
Pete Johnson called Rocket 88 Boogie. It was powered by great pumping 
piano phrases and a honking sax line that buttressed the primary 
arrangement; Brenston also doubled as the vocalist. It’s often called the 
“first rock ’n’ roll tune” because the flow, tone and overall approach mix 
horn-driven R&B with a lighter, pop-flavored vocal style.

The opening lines establish a jovial, free-wheeling mood, while also 
paying homage to the car’s appeal:

“ You may have heard of jalopies
 You heard the noise they make
 Let me introduce you to my Rocket 88
Yes It’s great, just won’t wait
Everybody likes my Rocket 88
Gals will ride in style
Movin’ all along
V-8 motor and this modern design
 My convertible top and the gals don’t mind
 Sportin’ with me, ridin’ all around town for joy
 Blow your horn, Rocket, blow your horn!”

Perhaps the most unusual instance of a car identified with a per-
former comes via the performer known as T-Model Ford. James Lewis 
Carter Ford worked at sawmills and in lumber camps in his youth, 
drove a truck and even reportedly was sentenced to a 10-year stretch for 
murder that he supposedly got reduced to two. Ford cut seven albums 
for Fat Possum Records, lives in Greenville, Mississippi, and plays a 
singular mix of traditional and urban blues numbers. He doesn’t even 

profess an affinity for Fords, attributing the nickname to the fact that he 
saw a lot of them when he was a boy.

The Ford model that’s probably earned the most admiration in both 
blues and pop culture annals is the Mustang, the sports coupe and sedan 
introduced in the mid-’60s. With such options as a V-8 engine and disc 
brakes, Mustangs have remained popular over the decades.

The iconic Mustang Sally was written by Sir Mack Rice, a fine composer 
and vocalist whose version (and everyone else’s) was eclipsed by Wilson Pick-
ett. The two were friends from their days in Detroit with the Falcons, and 
Pickett turned the number into an R&B/soul standard with his prototypical 
animated driving version, punctuated by a powerful scream at the conclusion 
of the chorus. The song has since been done by other blues (Buddy Guy), soul 
(Sam & Dave, The Rascals) and rock types (Bruce Springsteen, Los Lobos). 

A close second would be Chuck Berry’s My Mustang Ford, a tune that 
today might be used as product placement in a film because it pays such 
homage to the vehicle. Another Lightnin’ Hopkins number, T-Model 
Blues, is his homage to the Ford.

But these are not the only cars that have served as the centerpiece of 
classic tunes. Some others include K.C. Douglas’ powerhouse Mercury 
Blues, a number he co-wrote with Robert Geddins in 1949 to honor the 
then-popular Mercury. Ironically, the Mercury ceased production in 
2010, but this song’s staying power has seen it covered by Steve Miller, 
David Lindley, Alan Jackson, Dwight Yoakam, even Meat Loaf. The Ford 
Motor Company even purchased the lyrics for a commercial, changing 
them to fit a campaign for the Ford truck.

Rice Miller’s (AKA Sonny Boy Williamson II) masterful Pontiac Blues 
became a staple of first-generation British invaders, partly because he cut 

SPORTS CAR TRAILER40’ LOW PROFILE

12FT-40FT CAR HAULERENCLOSED LOWPROFILE CAR HAULER

We will 
deliver 

ANYWHERE!
ASK ABOUT

OUR LIFETIME
WARRANTY

877-639-0377WWW.MONTROSETRAILER.COM
180 Ruth St, Montrose, MI 48457

SAME OWNERS, SAME QUALITY TRAILERS, SAME SERVICE
& LOCATION, BUY & ORDER MANUFACTURER DIRECT

FORMERLY KNOWN AS 

X-TREME TRAILERS



TM

DREAMS ENGAGEDTM

The Bricklin SV1

The Fitch Phoenix

The Griffith Series 200

The Griffith Series 600

Call, email or visit our website for more information.  
Dealer inquiries are invited.

Packard Twelve 
Victoria Convertible

Spring 2011

Automodello™ was born out of a love for 
sports cars, but first and foremost it was 
created to rectify an omission among 
high-quality, hand-built, 1:43 replica models.  
Automodello’s limited and signature 
editions honor many unsung auto racing and
induindustry legends, such as Fitch, Grasse, 
Griffith, Powell and Packard.

www.automodello.com  |  847.274.9645  |  sales@automodello.com  |  HAGERTY11A

later versions of it with The Animals and the Yardbirds. In addition, a 
Wisconsin blues ensemble co-led by Vic Tomasello and Warren Ziech 
formed in 1985 using the name Pontiac Blues. They’ve won several regional 
awards and are still active.

Perhaps the ideal concluding number is My Old Car, performed by 
New Orleans vocalist and part-time mechanic Lee Dorsey, who ran a 
car repair business for much of the ’60s when he was performing tunes 
penned and produced by Allen Toussaint and featuring The Meters. 
The lyrics relate a tale of a man trying to squeeze the last bit of life from 
his vehicle while trying to get home:

“Fifteen miles from town
My old car broke down
The battery’s dead
Man, like I said
Oh, what I’d give to be home 
Fourteen miles from town
My old car broke down.”

Today, contemporary blues and blues-rockers like ZZ Top’s Billy 
Gibbons, Eric Clapton and Jimmie Vaughan are guardians of the blues 
classic car legacy. Gibbons owns a 23-foot vehicle he calls a “Cadzilla” 
that’s based on a ’58 Cadillac. Clapton has a ’49 Ford and Vaughan a 
green ’61 Cadillac. All are regulars at classic car shows around the coun-
try and just part of the musical crew that maintains the long ties between 
the blues, R&B and the car culture.

Left: the stage at nashville’s bourbon street blues and boogie bar. 
Right: early blues singers traveled the juke joint circuit, living on tips 

and free meals at stops like Miss Kitty’s Place.
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cars of the
blues 
brothers
It’s hard to believe The Blues Brothers was 

released more than 30 years ago. toronto 

Second City veteran dan aykroyd was 

both a vintage car and motorcycle guy 

and a devoted fan of american R&B. the 

soundtrack was positively riddled with 

classics from the likes of Robert Johnson 

and John Lee Hooker. 

the cars were just as carefully selected. 

Much screen time was given to the 

Bluesmobile, the black and white ’74 

dodge Monaco in which Elwood (aykroyd) 

picked up brother Jake (John Belushi) from 

the Illinois State Pen. “the day I get out of 

prison, my own brother picks me up in a 

police car,” Jake carps.

the car leaps an open drawbridge 

and crashes through a mall before falling 

to pieces in front of the Richard J. daley 

Center in Chicago.

Belushi’s jilted girlfriend (Carrie Fisher) 

is seen fleeing in a lipstick red ’77 Pontiac 

Grand Prix with a white vinyl top after one 

in a series of attempts to assassinate Jake 

and Elwood. then 1960s supermodel 

twiggy shows up at a Wisconsin gas 

station in a Jaguar E-type Series III 

roadster. Jake and Elwood’s surrogate 

father (Cab Calloway) drives what looks like 

a ’67 Cadillac pickup that’s really a flower 

car converted by Hess & Eisenhardt. the 

Murph and the Magictones car was a pink 

’67 Caddy sedan. 

the antagonist cars were more 

earthbound. Vengeful country singers 

“the Good Ol’ Boys” give chase in a ’73 

Ford F-100 pickup, and ”Illinois nazi” 

Henry Gibson goes to Valhalla in a red ’74 

Pinto wagon. — Rob Sass

to read Ron Wynn’s top 10 list of blues 
films, visit hagerty.com/blues.



state 〉〉 
of the
hobby

Battered 
By the Wind 
and driven 
By the rain, 
collector 
car values 
& activities 
reBounded 
With vigor 
in 20i0, 
especially 
at the grass 
roots level. 

2010
The hobby started with a whirlwind 
in 2010 — literally. Strong winds and 
rains battered the January auctions in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, and took down tents 
and damaged cars at the Russo and Steele 
auction. Despite the storm, Russo and 
Steele — and the collector car world at 
large — went on with the show. At the 
end of 2010, most of the hobby saw 
clearer skies as values, event attendance 
and even clubs experienced gains from 
the hobby downturn of 2008 and 2009 
that echoed the state of the economy.

By anGELO Van BOGaRt

〉〉 for every two steps forward ... 
While the hobby rebounded, there were lingering signs of both 
progress and regress. Veteran auction reporter Phil Skinner 
noted the “loss of two major collector car publications and the 
changing face of those still in print.” In 2010, Car Collector 
ceased publication. Cars & Parts was also eliminated — it and 
six of its sister Amos Press “Enthusiast” titles were merged into 
a single publication titled Auto Enthusiast. Old Cars Weekly 
experienced significant change as it went from tabloid to 
magazine format.

Skinner, who covers auctions for many publications, 
including Kelley Blue Book, noted the success of the August 
Monterey, California, auctions, and the sale of Kruse Auction 
Park to RM Auctions. “[There were] $173 million in sales 
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during the Monterey/Pebble Beach week,” 
Skinner said. That staggering number was 
shared between Russo and Steele, RM 
Auctions, Mecum, Bonhams & Butterfields, 
MidAmerica and Gooding & Company.

Back in Indiana, RM Auctions pur-
chased the Kruse Auction Park. Collector 
car auction veteran Dean Kruse and his 
now defunct Kruse International company 
had been plagued by creditors (including 
unpaid consignors) and, as a result, 
attendance, bidders and consignors had 
dropped dramatically. In just 60 days, RM 
Auctions acquired the property, formed 
Auctions America by RM, improved the 
grounds and buildings, renamed it the 
Auburn Auction Park and attracted 880 
consignments for a Labor Day kickoff sale 
under the direction of Auctions America 
president Donnie Gould.

Of the 880 lots offered, Auctions 
America called 409 vehicles “sold” for a 
hammer total of $12,109,400, with a 
46-percent sell-through rating. 

〉〉 events: strength in numbers
One of the strongest indicators of the 
hobby’s health comes from car show 
and flea market events. They’re the most 
accessible means of interacting in the old-
car world, because they’re held nearly every 
weekend in every state during the summer 
months. And 2010 was a good summer.

“This year, we definitely saw an 
increase,” said Lance Miller of Carlisle Events, which hosts 10 hobby 
events each year on the Carlisle (Pennsylvania) Fairgrounds. “Vendor-
wise, we saw a nice little uptick. Obviously, 2009 was not our best year, 
but in 2010, we saw a reverse trend.”

One of the most gratifying signs of strength for Carlisle Events was 
an increase in the number of show cars. According to Miller, show-field 
registrations “were up over 20 percent.” As he explained, “We played 
it cautious; we sat down and said, ‘We want to look at our expenses 
and keep them down.’ You don’t know if the economy is going to hold 
going forward.”

Similar levels of hobby participation were witnessed by the Iola Old 
Car Show in Wisconsin, held every July. In 2009, Iola saw 120,000 
visitors to its car show field, car corral and swap meet (up from 100,000 
in 2008). That trend reversed slightly in 2010, with 115,000 visitors, 
although executive director Joan Schultz had forecast numbers matching 

2009’s attendance. “We were sold out of our 4,430 vendor sites weeks 
before the show,” Schultz said. “The show cars on display were actually 
up from 2009.” However, she continued, “The Saturday of our show, 
there were high winds and hail all around us.” 

〉〉 auctions: hammering down
Measuring the state of the auction business simply boils down to 
counting dollars. In 2010, those dollars crept upward despite still-
soft prices for muscle cars, which once claimed some of the highest 
sale prices among vehicles crossing the block. For example, the ever-
popular 1969 Chevrolet Camaro Z28 in show condition hovered 
in the mid-$40,000 range in 2005–’06 and rose to the $60,000–
$70,000 range during its peak of 2007–’08. In 2009, Z28s sold in 
the $50,000–$60,000 range and remain there, according to data 
recorded in Old Cars Report.

AnnuAl Hobby Survey
Once again, Hagerty has 

conducted our annual Hobby 

Survey, in which more than 

25,000 collector vehicle owners 

responded. Much of the 

information gained is unsurprising, 

but some of it is downright 

alarming, especially in light of what 

we found about club participation. 

Just as many clubs and longtime 

collectors and hobbyists feared, 

fewer and fewer collector car 

owners are participating in clubs.

34.7% belong to a local club; 

down from 45.6% in 2006

28.4% belong to a national 

club; down from 33.6% in 2008

13.3% participate in an 

online club or community; down 

from 14.2% in 2009

49.3% belong to no clubs at 

all; up from 46.2% in 2008

among those who do belong to 

clubs, the fastest growing reason 

for membership is for legislative 

and regulatory advocacy, which is 

up 12.6% — from 30.9% to 43.5% 

— in just one year.

〉〉
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“In 2009, it seemed like people were afraid to spend money, afraid 
to buy a car, afraid to sell a car,” Donnie Gould said.

Dave Kinney, publisher of Hagerty’s Cars That Matter, concurs. “The 
old car market — like any market — hates uncertainty,” explained 
Kinney. “The upshot was that 2009 was the year of the extremely 
cautious buyer, and only the best of the best automobiles brought good 
money at auctions. Just one year later, the buyer was a bit less timid. 
Collectors, as well as investors, are a bit more sure of their investments.” 

The statistics agree with both Gould and Kinney. The 2009 August 
auctions in Monterey had a combined total of $118 million in sales, 
compared to 2010’s healthy boost to $173 million — a gain of $55 
million in sales.

According to Skinner, the economy has not completely rebounded. 
Kinney doesn’t disagree, but suggests that “the increased market stability 
is a trend, and barring unforeseen events, it should continue into 2011.”

〉〉 clubs: passing the torch
One of the biggest fears among clubs is “the 
graying of the hobby.” As a result, engaging 
youth in the collector car and truck hobby 
remains a high priority for national clubs, 
including the Antique Automobile Club of 
America (AACA).

“We are instituting a host of new ideas,” 
said Steve Moskowitz, executive director of the 
AACA. “Along with youth participant awards, 
a youth-targeted publication and junior and 
student memberships, we have plans to part-
ner with Hagerty’s youth judging program.” 

The AACA’s work may be paying off, if 
the Eastern Division National Fall Meet in 
Hershey, Pennsylvania, is an indication.

“There were people asking, ‘Did you see 
how many young people were here?’” Mos-
kowitz said. “There were a lot during the week, 
in the flea market, in the car show. If this is 
any kind of a trend, that is a good thing.”

During 2010, Moskowitz noted a 
high level of activity club-wide, partially 
inspired by the celebration of the AACA’s 
75th anniversary. “This year was off the 
charts,” Moskowitz said. “Almost every 
meet exceeded our expectations.”

Engaging youth in the hobby is also a 
priority for the Veteran Motor Car Club 
of America (VMCCA). “We are beginning 
a strategy of offering scholarships to kids 
that are in accredited restoration programs, 
like McPherson College,” said VMCCA 
president Dennis Holland. He also said the 

club is planning tours and shows around institutions with automotive-
related programs, such as McPherson College and WyoTech, to attract 
a younger generation. Holland’s efforts come at a time when the club is 
experiencing a 10-percent slip in membership over the past four years. 

 “We had an uptick the last couple quarters, but I’m not sure whether 
to credit that to the economy or other factors,” Holland said. “The long-
term trend hasn’t been up. It’s a problem for everybody, which leads me 
to believe it’s economic issues driving it.”

〉〉 where are we headed?
It would be easy to say that the hobby could only go up after 2009, 
but that’s not true. In a weak economy, many more people could easily 
have walked away from their collector vehicles as their finances became 
strained. Yet the gleam of chrome and the roar of a carbureted mill 
remained too strong for hobbyists to abandon.
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Always in the shadow of Detroit, Indiana still boasts an incredibly rich automotive heritage.
By ROB SaSS >> PHOtOGRaPHy By JOE VaUGHn
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indiAnA liveS literAlly And figurAtively in the ShAdow of 
its much larger neighbor to the north. While Michigan is the alpha and the omega 
of the U.S. auto industry, few people know how deeply ingrained the automotive 
culture and industry are in Indiana. Over the course of a fall weekend, we visited 
several Hoosier State museums that rank among the best anywhere. 

 Auburn CorD Duesenberg AutomobIle museum, Auburn, InDIAnA
At first light, I pull out of the automotive-themed Auburn Inn. Always booked 
solid during the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Festival (acdfestival.org), it’s practi-
cally empty today. The Auburn Inn is a small hotel with tidy rooms, lots of dark 
wood and vintage ACD prints in the lobby. At just $52 a night, it is also a scream-
ing deal — but don’t expect this rate during auction weekends.

After meeting photographer Joe Vaughn and his assistant, Randy, for break-
fast, we head off to the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum. In a lovely 1920s-
era residential section of Auburn, Vaughn does a hard right into a parking lot 
next to what appears to be a vintage gas station with a black Jaguar XK150 
coupe parked in front. 

The 1929 Sinclair filling station had been lovingly restored by Oscar Roberts 
and his wife, Bonita. Although not open to the public, the affable Mr. Roberts 
invites us in to see the fantastic space that houses his collection of vintage Maseratis 
(most unexpected in Auburn, Indiana). 

Next we continue on to the ACD 
Museum, which is housed in the 
former headquarters of the Auburn 
Automobile Company. Carefully 
restored, the ornate ceilings, light 
fixtures, banisters and terrazzo floors 
— all in the machine-era Art Deco 
style — have earned it a place on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

In addition to a fine collec-
tion of the ACD marques, there is a 
wonderful display of other Indiana-
built makes from American to Zim-
merman. Particularly interesting is 
Gordon Buehrig’s re-created design 
office, complete with clay models of 
’37 Cords. It’s also a serious research 

Auburn is home to
the Auburn-Cord-
duesenberg Museum
(top left), which hosts
a superb Art deco
showroom (above left
and right) filled with
ACd products.
Also in Auburn, Oscar
Roberts’ black Jaguar
XK150 coupe (upper
right and looking 
somewhat out of 
place in Auburn) in 
front of his restored
sinclair gas station.
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center and one of the few auto motive 
museums fully accredited by the 
American Association of Museums. 
Directly behind the ACD Museum is 
the National Automotive and Truck 
Museum (NATMUS). In addition to 
the museums, Auburn is also home to 
Auctions America by RM (located on 
the site of the former Kruse auction 
park) and The Worldwide Group. 

 stuDebAker nAtIonAl 
museum, south benD, InDIAnA 
A short jaunt back up I-69 North 
to Indiana State Route 6 West takes 
us toward the Studebaker National 
Museum in South Bend. As we 
approach Nappanee in the heart of 
Indiana Amish country, traffic slows 
for horse-drawn buggies. As the bug-
gies pass each other, drivers wave 
much like Porsche 356 drivers did 
back in the day. 

We arrive at Amish Acres — a 
sort of pre–Industrial Revolution 
lifestyle theme park, complete with 
hotel — around lunchtime. The 
motto is “embrace the pace” (loosely 
translated, it means “we’re slow, deal 
with it”). For lunch, we all opt for 
the “Threshers Dinner,” consisting of 
all-you-can-eat servings of chicken, 
beef and egg noodles, green beans, 
mashed potatoes, dressing and des-
sert all served in a turn-of-the-century 
Amish barn. Vaughn remarks that 

“the Amish eat like this to have the energy to raise barns and actually thresh stuff.” 
After downing a Red Bull to counteract the soporific effect of the giant Threshers 
Dinner, we continue our trip west to South Bend, arriving about 40 minutes later. 

As we drive down Michigan Street and approach the area around Lafayette 
Blvd., Western Ave. and Sample Street in South Bend, the detritus of the former 
Studebaker automotive empire comes into full view. The design building, foundry 
and parts of the factory complex remain with the distinctive Studebaker “S” visible. 
Although I didn’t see it, I understand that the old proving grounds still have a stand 
of evergreen trees that spell out “Studebaker” visible from the air. 

While Detroit has its share of ruins, they’re tempered by the continued exis-
tence of an auto industry. South Bend, or at least this part of it, doesn’t appear to 
have recovered from the December 1963 day when Studebaker ceased operations 
there. My time at the museum was affected by this sad metaphor for post-industrial 
decline, as well as my genuine affinity for the stylish Studebakers of the 1950s and 
1960s and thoughts of what might have been. 

There was no better illustration of Studebaker’s style of leadership than the 
1953 Starlight coupe, the 1957 Golden Hawk and the 1963 Avanti on display. 
The Starlight is so simple, unadorned and sublime from every angle that it could 
have come from one of several Italian styling houses. The Hawk, with its engine-

the studebaker 
museum (above and 
upper left) is a high-
light of gritty south 
bend. the smiley- 
faced water tank 
is interesting juxta-
posed with howitzers 
in hudson, indiana 
(upper right). Ruins 
of the studebaker 
factory remain visible 
in south bend (center 
right), while Amish 
carriages are com-
mon on the streets 
of nappanee. 
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turned dash, round Stewart Warner gauges, manual 
transmission on the floor and supercharger was 
appealing in a brawnier way, as was the sheer 
audacity of the Avanti. None of the Big Three 
offered anything remotely as interesting at the time. 

The museum’s first floor contains displays of 
horse-drawn Studebaker buggies and pre-war Stude-
bakers, including several examples of the low-priced 
“Rockne,” named for the beloved Notre Dame foot-
ball coach. All of the docents we encountered were 
genuinely enthusiastic Studebaker ex-employees. 

After leaving the museum we head to Kokomo, 
about an hour and 40 minutes south, where we settle 
in for the night at the Hampton Inn. 

 the kokomo AutomotIve museum, 
kokomo, InDIAnA 
Our first stop the next morning is to one of the 
odder car museums I’ve visited. The Kokomo Auto-
motive Museum is located in what appears to be 

SOUTH BEND

NAPPANEE

KOKOMO
FAIRMOUNT

INDIANA

INDIANAPOLIS

AUBURN

SHIPSHEWANA

the Kokomo Auto-
motive Museum 
(top left) is one of 
the most eclectic 
of indiana’s auto 
museums. the hall of 
Fame Museum at the 
indian apolis Motor 
speedway (above 
right) is where you’ll 
find the 1911 indy 
500–winning Marmon 
wasp (left) and a 
re-creation of a pit 
garage (opposite). An 
old billboard (above) 
still advertises the 
Auburn Cord duesen-
berg Museum. 

R E S O U R C E S

Amish Acres Farm & 

heritage Center

1600 W. Market Street

nappanee, Indiana 46550

574-773-4188; amishacres.com

Auburn Cord duesenberg 

Automobile Museum

1600 S. Wayne Street

auburn, Indiana 46706

260-925-1444; automobilemuseum.org

Kokomo Automotive Museum

1500 n. Reed Road (US 31) 

Kokomo, Indiana 46901

765-454-9999;

automotiveheritagemuseum.com

iMs hall of Fame Museum 

4790 W. 16th Street

Indianapolis Indiana 46222

317-481-8500; brickyard.com or 

indianapolismotorspeedway.com

studebaker national Museum 

201 S. Chapin Street

South Bend, Indiana 46601

574-235-9714; studebakermuseum.org

OtHER SItES OF IntERESt 

hostetler’s hudson Museum 

760 S. Van Buren Street

Shipshewana, Indiana 46565

260-768-3021; hostetlershudsons.com

James dean Gallery 

425 n. Main Street

Fairmount, Indiana 46928

765-948-3326; jamesdeangallery.com
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a 1980s-era grocery store building. Instead of 
the K-cars you’d expect, it houses a compact 
but compelling collection of cars and automo-
bilia spanning the 1890s to the 1970s. Haynes 
automobiles — built in Kokomo around the 
turn of the century until the 1920s — are well 
represented. And while it is of the velvet-ropes-
and-creepy-mannequin school of automotive 
museums, it has an undeniable charm. There 
were numerous well-preserved unrestored cars, 
such as a 1937 Hupmobile and a 1953 Chevy 
Bel Air, both with fewer than 10,000 miles.

 the InDIAnApolIs motor 
speeDwAy hAll of fAme museum 
A short drive down State Route 31 takes us 
to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall 
of Fame Museum. The museum derives its 
impact the old-fashioned way — by displaying 
copious amounts of actual history.

Particularly striking was the transition from 
the big, brawny front-engine roadsters to the 
delicate rear-engine Formula 1– inspired cars. 
A.J. Foyt’s 1964 Sheraton-Thompson Special 
was the last front-engine winner, and it hasn’t 
been touched since it appeared in the winner’s 
circle. The exhibits also serve as reminders that 
the Indy 500 was once a technology incubator, 
with innovative cars like the front-drive Miller 
Specials of the 1920s, the 1950 supercharged 
Cummins Diesel Special and the 1967-68 
four-wheel-drive STP turbine cars. 

From the end of the 19th century until 
Studebaker closed in 1963, Indiana was home 
to 153 automakers. Most were obscure and 
appeared only briefly in the automotive fos-
sil record, but many were great marques like 
Marmon, Haynes, Apperson, Duesenberg, 
Stutz, Auburn, Cord and American Simplex. 
All have left their mark on the Hoosier State, 
and one need go no further than its engaging 
auto motive museums to discover it.

Hostetler’s Hudson Museum in Ship-
shewana is one of Indiana’s premier auto 
museums. To read more about it, go to 
hagerty.com/hostetlermuseum.
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desPite OPPOsitiOn from automakers, 

limited testing and the fact that few 

manufacturers will honor the warranty 

of vehicles fueled by E15, the EPa has 

approved a waiver allowing E15 production 

and sale for 2001 and newer model year cars. 

this is bad news for any vehicle 

owner, not just historic vehicle enthusiasts 

concerned about a future where market 

pressures might one day eliminate the fuels 

needed to safely operate their vehicles. 

Fortunately, motorists are not alone. 

the epA ok’s e15 use
Harmful to the environment, a burden on taxpayers 

and bad news for anyone who operates a vehicle —
the government plows ahead with ethanol. 

By CaRMEL ROBERtS

the american Petroleum Institute has filed 

a suit to overturn the EPa decision, while 

other suits have been initiated by a variety of 

food groups concerned that food prices — 

which the Congressional Budget Office says 

increased by 15 percent in 2007 to 2008 due 

to the ethanol mandate — will continue to 

soar as a result of the E15 decision.

Consumers are further penalized by the 

ethanol mandate as fuel mileage decreases 

by 3 percent to 5 percent with E10, and by 

up to 20 percent with E15 and E20.

For the HVa’s part, we are equally con-

cerned that — despite $4 billion in annual 

subsidies — ethanol has yet to deliver on its 

clean-air promises. It increases nOx and other 

smog forming emissions. additionally, ethanol 

production has been proven to require 29 per -

cent more energy than it yields. 

the HVa supports finding a real alternative 

fuel, provided it’s safe for aLL vehicles on the 

road, doesn’t require massive taxpayer subsidies 

and is proven safe for the environment. Ethanol 

meets none of these criteria. 

What can be done to convince the 

government to stop wasting time and money 

on ethanol? With member support, the HVa 

will be reminding legislators of the facts and 

holding our elected and appointed officials 

accountable until the mandate for E15 is 

repealed, and the truth about ethanol is widely 

known. With more and more opposition likely to 

weigh in against the EPa’s decision, the situation 

could change quickly.

if ethanol use continues to increase 
at the rate the ePA is encouraging, 
someday there may be no gasoline 
left for classic cars. to keep current 
on the latest ethanol news — and 
to sign the hvA’s online petition 
opposing the approval of e15 
production and sale for 2001 and 
newer model year vehicles — go to 
historicvehicle.org.
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motorcycle restoration
McPherson College, in central Kansas, is to the world of automobile 

restoration what MIt is to naSa. the college recently added a new degree 

in motorcycle restoration to its list of undergraduate degrees, which includes 

technical, history, design and restoration communications degrees. 

“Classic motorcycles are a popular and growing part of the restoration 

hobby,” says Brian Martin, director of automotive Restoration development at 

McPherson. “Many graduates go on to work for museums or private collectors. 

Others start their own restoration businesses. the field is really wide open.” 

Of the 120 students currently enrolled in McPherson’s automotive 

restoration program, roughly half a dozen have claimed motorcycle restoration 

as their preferred discipline.

For more information on McPherson College and its automotive 

Restoration technology Program, go to www.mcpherson.edu.

[ scrutineer’s notebook ] 
at Pebble Beach this past august, a team of HVa 

technical inspectors was invited to examine a rare, 

surviving Kissel 6-55. thanks to its bright yellow 

hue, the cutaway of the doors and slope of its tail, 

the Kissel is clearly a sporting machine. It was also 

powerful for its day, thanks to a side-valve 4.34-liter 

engine producing 61 horsepower. 

It’s always great fun to scrutineer unusual cars, 

but it’s even better when a car’s history is as well 

documented as this one. It was shipped from the 

factory in Hartford, Wisconsin, by rail to new york, 

where it was transferred to a ship bound for Brisbane, 

australia, via the Panama Canal. For the final leg of 

the car’s journey, it was winched onto a coastal ship 

that took it to Rockhampton, Queensland, for delivery 

to Byrne Motors, where it was sold to Fred Shuffener, 

who operated a sawmill. 

Originally finished in chrome yellow with black 

fenders, the Kissel was cut down into a utility vehicle 

in 1940. Rescued from a farm in 1962, it changed 

hands several times and was restored twice before 

Californian Lynn Kissel — a distant relative of the 

Wisconsin Kissels — repatriated the 6-55 and 

had it restored to its original specifications. the 

combination of careful documentation and attention 

to detail was enough to earn the car an a3 FIVa 

classification. — Jonathan A. Stein

f r e e  a n d  e a s y
the new 2011 Hagerty Plus program includes guaranteed flatbed 

roadside assistance with unlimited service incidents — and 

complimentary membership in the HVa. 

We’ve combined the legislative activities and hobby support 

initiatives with the international support of FIVa and formed the 

HVa to better serve historic vehicle owners. that means your free 

subscription to Hagerty magazine and Hagerty Online and unlimited 

participation in the Member discount Program will continue to 

come your way from the HVa. you’ll also get periodic legislative 

alerts and a monthly e-newsletter to keep you current with our 

efforts to support the rights of historic vehicle owners. 

HVa membership is also available to anyone outside the Hagerty 

Plus program who has a passion for historic vehicles, so encourage 

your friends to join at historicvehicle.org.

this 1924 Kissel 6-55, in classic “Kissel Chrome Yellow,” 
was the first of a dozen Kissels sent to Australia. Owner 
Lynn Kissel is a distant relative of the car’s builders.

drew Lewis gradu-
ated from McPherson 
College with a degree 
in Restoration tech-
nology. the college 
recently added the 
motorcycle restora-
tion degree to its 
already impressive 
automotive restora-
tion curriculum.
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[ legislative Watch ]
getting the story straight
Each year, more than 180,000 bills are introduced in the 

U.S. and Canada at the state and provincial level. add 

to that federal legislation various regulations proposed 

by state and federal agencies and thousands of local 

ordinances that come up for consideration every year. 

One of HVa’s biggest and toughest jobs is to filter 

through all these potential bills and regulations to 

find any that could impact historic motorists. Right 

now we’re engaged in a variety of issues, including:

• EPa E15 ruling

• Emissions regulation

• Safety equipment regulations

• Historic vehicle registration fee increases

We strive to be accurate about the impact of a bill 

and its likelihood of moving through the legislative 

process. While we never take any of them lightly, a 

great many do not make it through the system and 

become law. 

Giving historic vehicle enthusiasts the straight story 

so they can take honest and informed action is one of 

the fundamental tenets of HVa’s strategic, targeted 

approach to advocacy and government relations. If 

there’s a law or regulation in your area about which you 

have concerns or that we can assist with your efforts, 

contact us at legislative@historicvehicle.org.

 — Carmel Roberts

w h at,  M e  w o r ry ?
More than 25,000 collector vehicle owners responded to Hagerty’s 

recent Hobby Survey. Here’s what concerned them the most:

69.9%  Vanishing parts supply

67.9%  Environmental and emissions regulation

56.8%  Shifts away from gasoline to alternate fuels

56.5%  Disappearing skill sets

55.1%  Diminishing interest among youths

Because of the many valid and real threats to the historic vehicle 

world, the HVa has established a Legislative Commission to 

monitor and get involved in regulatory and legislative activity and 

a Skills & trade Commission to preserve and protect skills, services 

and products essential to the historic vehicle community.

woodward woes
the Woodward dream Cruise — the largest one-day automotive event in 

the world — is a celebration of the very thing that put detroit on the map. In 

economic terms, the 1.5 million people and 40,000 classic cars that descend 

upon the metropolitan detroit area every third Saturday in august generate 

some $56 million. But not everyone in the Motor City is feeling the love.

Some local residents complain about the traffic congestion and gridlock the 

event brings to the area. and an increasing number of vehicle owners say police 

are getting stricter with anyone with historic plates, especially in the weeks 

leading up to the Woodward dream Cruise. 

the HVa is ready and willing to work with both sides to help make the cruise a 

better, richer experience for all involved. Write us at legislative@historicvehicle.org 

and tell us about your dream Cruise experience, good or bad. For more infor-

mation on the Woodward dream Cruise, visit woodwarddreamcruise.com. 

every summer on the third saturday of August, 
more than 1.5 million people gather to watch  

classic cars drive up and down woodward Avenue, 
re-creating the cruising era of the 1950s and ‘60s.
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Carmel Roberts, the director 
of Government Relations for 
the hvA, writes the Legisla-
tive watch column, keeping 
readers informed about the 
latest proposed regulations 
and legislations that may 
affect the collector hobby. 
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the 1957 studebaker Golden hawk 
(above) had a 289-cid v-8 and a 
McCulloch supercharger, which 

produced as much power as the 
larger 352-cid v-8 1956 model.  

the ‘57 also weighed about 100 
pounds less than the ‘56 model.

studebAKeR’s stORY is america’s story; its reputation for building a sturdy car at an 

affordable price was one of the foundations of the business. For years, loyal Studebaker own-

ers kept their cars on the road, but not necessarily with original parts. Like most brands of 

cars, it’s the original or correctly restored examples that bring the best prices. as usual, watch 

for rust, do your research and always buy the best example you can afford.

a great Studebaker is often a reasonably priced alternative to a similar car from Chrysler, 

GM or Ford. Interestingly, Studebakers are held in higher esteem in the international market 

than at home, although they continue to gain respect. the most coveted cars tend to be the 

rarest and most attractive, which explains the healthy market for pickups, avantis and the 

one-year-only 1955 President Speedster Coupes.

Studebakers are available in all shapes and sizes and offer 
incredible value and often fabulous styling.  By daVE KInnEy
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2 carats of 
Genuine 
Tanzanite

Save near $700!

This story breaks my heart every time. Allegedly, just two
years after the discovery of tanzanite in 1967, a Maasai

tribesman knocked on the door of a gem cutter’s office in
Nairobi. The Maasai had brought along an enormous chunk
of tanzanite and he was looking to sell. His asking price? Fifty
dollars. But the gem cutter was suspicious and assumed that a
stone so large could only be glass. The cutter told the
tribesman, no thanks, and sent him on his way. Huge mistake.
It turns out that the gem was genuine and would have easily
dwarfed the world’s largest cut tanzanite at the time. Based on
common pricing, that “chunk” could have been worth close 
to $3,000,000! 

The tanzanite gem cutter missed his chance to hit the 
jeweler’s jackpot...and make history. Would you have made
the same mistake then? Will you make it today?

In the decades since its discovery, tanzanite has 
become one of the world’s most coveted gemstones.
Found in only one remote place on Earth (in Tanzania’s 
Merelani Hills, in the shadow of Mount Kilimanjaro), the 
precious purple stone is 1,000 times rarer than diamonds.
Luxury retailers have been quick to sound the alarm, warning
that supplies of tanzanite will not last forever. And in this
case, they’re right. Once the last purple gem is pulled from
the Earth, that’s it. No more tanzanite. Most believe that we
only have a few years supply left, which is why it’s so amazing
for us to offer this incredible price break. Some retailers along
Fifth Avenue are more than happy to charge you outrageous
prices for this rarity. Not Stauer. Staying true to our contrarian
nature, we’ve decided to lower the price of one of the world’s
rarest and most popular gemstones.

Our 2-Carat Sunburst Tanzanite Ring features marquise-cut
gems set dramatically in gorgeous sterling silver. Each facet
sparkles with the distinct violet-blue hue of the precious
stones. Behind the shine you’ll find that the exquisite 
silverwork of the setting calls to mind the detailed treasures
being produced by Europe’s finest jewelers. This is a ring 
designed to impress and it does not disappoint.

Now is the point where opportunity knocks. If you open that
door today, you can own this spectacular ring for less than
$100. If you wait? We can’t say for sure. 

Your satisfaction is completely guaranteed. For our
client-friendly approach, Stauer has earned a rare A+ rating
from the Better Business Bureau, a rating we wish to keep.
So, of course, your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you are
not completely aglow with the Sunburst Tanzanite Ring,
send it back within 30 days for a prompt and courteous refund.
But, please don't wait, our supply is dropping rapidly.
JEWELRY SPECS:

– 2 ctw genuine tanzanite   – .925 sterling silver setting   – Ring sizes 5–10

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. TZR336-02
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Stauer has a Better Business 
Bureau Rating of A+

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices

Sunburst Genuine Tanzanite Ring (2 ctw)—$795
Now $99 +S&P Save $696
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-888-201-7112
Promotional Code TZR336-02
Please mention this code when you call.

African Gem Cutter 
Makes $2,689,000 Mistake...Will You?

Limited 
Availability

Less Than 
400 290
Ounces 

of Tanzanite
Remain in

This Special
Purchase.
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1955 studebaker President speedster Coupe

sOLd At $22,500 

Lot 628, Auctions America, Auburn, Indiana, September 4, 2010 
this President Speedster is lemon-lime over gold tufted 

leather and vinyl. Powered by a 260-cid V-8 rated at 175 hp, the 

transmission is an automatic. the paint is very well done, the 

brightwork is fair to good and the car generally shows plenty of 

wear, including multiple dings. Most gaskets are dry and some are 

chipped. the older interior is quite nice and shows some patina, 

while the carpets are good and the dash is nice. the price was at 

the low end of the market for this rare model.

1955 studebaker President speedster Coupe

sOLd At $55,000

Lot 557, RM Auctions, Hershey, October 9, 2010 
also finished in lemon-lime over gold tufted leather and vinyl, this 

President Speedster is powered by a 260-cid V-8 rated at 175 hp 

and mated to an an automatic transmission. the paint is excellent 

and the brightwork is very good to excellent. Well maintained and 

properly stored since its high-point restoration, the interior shows 

well. this car looks six months old. Sold at a price more than double 

that of the auctions america car, it’s proof that quality always pulls a 

substantial premium.

1964 studebaker Avanti Coupe

sOLd At $14,625

Lot 16, Bonhams & Butterfields, Tacoma, September 10, 2010
this avanti was finished in red with red vinyl and featured an older color-

change. It shows plenty of scarring and scratches, while the chrome is 

pitted. Powered by a 289-cid V-8 rated at 240 hp and equipped with 

an automatic, it has traveled just 28,316 miles. Represented as the last 

Studebaker avanti, it is actually a pre-production prototype with many 

unusual features, including square (1964 style) headlight surrounds that 

are grafted on. the older 1964-style interior is musty but complete. this 

non-running car needs restoration, but was very well bought. It has a 

great history including the 1962 new york International auto Show. 

1960 studebaker Champ truck

sOLd At $10,176

Lot T172, Mecum, St. Charles Auction, September 16, 2010
Studebaker only built 8,294 pickups in 1960, so any Champ is unusual 

today. this one is finished in off-white with painted black trim and a tan 

cloth interior. Power comes from a 259-cid V-8, shifted by a three-speed 

manual with overdrive. the paint is good, though the trim (bumpers and 

grille) is black instead of body color. this attractive truck rolls on wide-

whitewall tires and features a side-mounted spare. Inside, it has been 

updated with incorrect custom seats. the engine compartment is correct 

and very nice, if a bit dusty. For relatively little money, this truck was a 

great and somewhat unusual entry into the collector car world. 
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r i s i ng  Va lu e s

today Studebaker is far and away the 

most popular of the defunct american 

independent auto producers, with 

plenty of club and enthusiast support. 

Ultimately, though, the company’s post-

war history as a struggling independent 

manufacturer has capped the collect-

ability of Studebakers in the past.

the car’s limited recognition isn’t 

for lack of great models, though. In fact, 

South Bend’s post-war designs were 

as striking as most of the cars that left 

detroit during the same period. and it 

is these cars’ striking looks and limited 

production runs that make them stand 

out on the road today. as The Hagerty 

Price Guide’s index of post-war Stude-

bakers shows, collectible Studebakers 

have risen in value during the past four 

years — over 8 percent, in fact.

In particular, Studebaker’s slinky 

1955 President Speedster hardtop 

has increased nearly 19 percent in 

value since September 2006. Like-

wise, the outrageous, forward-thinking 

avanti jumped 10 percent during the 

same period.

as mainstream offerings of the 

1950s and early 1960s have risen in 

value, it has been increasingly difficult 

to find inexpensive collectible cars 

from that period. this pressure has 

caused buyers to move beyond Stude-

baker’s “second tier” status and rec-

ognize the cars for what they are: fun 

and noteworthy icons of the era. the 

resulting attention has, in turn, given a 

boost to post-war Studebaker values.

Hi-Tech & Hand Crafted 
Manufacturing!

Get a FREE Catalog Today!
Dealer inquiries welcome! 
800-458-3475 
www.CorvetteAmerica.com

Corvette America is the #1 Manufacturer & Supplier! 
Our products are available from ALL major Corvette 

parts suppliers & your local dealer!

Visit us on:
Manufacturing the Best 

Corvette Interiors in Reedsville, PA.
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1947-49 champion regal deluxe convertible

1950 commander regal deluxe convertible

1955 president Speedster hardtop coupe

1956 golden hawk coupe

1962 lark regal convertible

1962 daytona convertible

1963 Avanti r-2 coupe

Average price

hctm 1 (9/06)1

$50,000

$55,700

$40,000

$32,000

$18,500

$21,900

$27,100

$35,029

hctm 14 (1/11)2

$53,500

$56,750

$47,500

$33,000

$19,700

$25,900

$29,800

$38,021

1 Values provided by Hagerty’s Cars That Matter, 
Sept.-dec. 2006.  2 Values provided by Hagerty’s Cars That 
Matter, Jan.-april 2011. 
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Fighter pilots have three guiding rules when it 

comes to practicing their craft: “Look good, don’t 

die and if you’re going to die anyway, look good.”

Cinched down tight in the front cockpit, the big 

radial piston engine spraying tiny oil droplets on 

the windscreen, I’m not sure how good I look. all I can contemplate 

is the sound of the seven-cylinder engine at full blast penetrating 

my brain as we begin the big takeoff roll. It is the moment of no 

return. the draft from the propeller blasting my face is substantial, 

but nothing like the wind rush around my “Rocky the Flying Squirrel” 

headgear as the runway becomes a blur.

Seconds later, we’re airborne as the Stearman’s two yellow wings 

grab hold of the air and ride it upward. a checkerboard of beautiful 

brown Illinois cornfields unfolds below, contrasted by a royal blue sky. 

any jitters over my safety vanish as I enjoy the novelty of sticking my 

hands out of the cockpit at 90 mph. 

as we do a lazy banked turn back over the runway, I look back over 

my left shoulder and see the breathtaking sight of another Stearman 

climbing fast. He takes a shorter radius turn to bank up against us. It is 

followed by a third that is just lifting off the runway. Since we only have 

three Stearmans available this day, our fourth plane is a low-wing at-6 

trainer carrying our photographer, Joe Vaughn.

Flying Formation 
in Stearman biplaneS
By JERRy BURtOn >> PHOtOGRaPHy By JOE VaUGHn

Flying
aceS
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an oFFer i couldn’t reFuSe …
So what in the devil am I doing formation flying in a Stearman? you 

can blame david Burroughs. Readers of this magazine will know 

david well as the originator of the Bloomington Gold Corvette Show 

as well as one of the leading advocates of survivor cars. But there 

is another dimension to david that we didn’t know. He’s a former 

commercial pilot and devotes much of his time to formation flying 

and aerobatics. david owns a Stearman, one of those venerable 

‘30s vintage biplanes that trained the bulk of the fighter pilots who 

helped win World War II. 

Once david tendered an invitation, it took no convincing on my 

part, Still, I was thinking to myself, formation flying in biplanes? Wait 

a minute. aren’t those guys barnstorming daredevils? 

It didn’t help at breakfast on the morning of our flight when david 

uttered, “What we are about to do is extremely dangerous,” as he 

clutched a cup of hot tea and an English muffin in a local restaurant. 

But if you know david, he is clearly someone who exudes calm, 

planning and perfection. So do his flying mates, all of whom have been 

flying since they were teenagers. People like the new president and 

CEO of the Experimental aircraft association, Rod Hightower, who 

brought both his Stearman and an at-6 low-wing trainer. then there 

was John Lohmar, a Reno air Race veteran (who finished third in 2010 

Formation flying in stearman trainers over 
central illinois. these planes served as one of 
the primary aircraft to train wwii pilots. top 

right: the author with pilots John Rettick, 
doug watanabe and david burroughs. 

Center: the author painfully learns how to 
properly don his headgear. Center right and 

bottom: the altimeter and wooden propeller 
of the stearman. Many stearmans today use 

metal propellers for higher performance.
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in his at-6) and now is a captain for american airlines. next was John 

Rettick, who flies a Boeing 757 as captain for FedEx but is also a 

military pilot with experience in everything from F16s to a4s. Finally, 

there is doug Watanabe, a St. Louis dentist who has been flying all 

his life and does this just for fun.

in the Sky, you take no chanceS
On the morning of our flight, our group assembles in a room at the 

Bloomington-normal airport where we spend two solid hours going 

through our plans for the day, known as the briefing. then, we head 

to the airplanes. after gassing everybody up, John Lohmar helps belt 

me into the cockpit. as he cinches down my parachute, he gives me 

the standard disclaimer.

“Chances are you won’t need this,” he says. “But if I say bail, 

release your main harness and get out, sit on the edge of the cockpit 

and then roll off the wing and make sure you’re clear of the airplane. 

then give this big d-ring a hard yank.” 

Uh, right. 

as we taxi out to the runway, we have to wait for a delta commuter 

jet to clear. then it’s time to take off. Once we are airborne, I’m sur-

prised at how much these planes move around in the air, and once 

again I marvel at the skill of these pilots to keep them as close as they 

are without incident.

Formation flyers conduct a series of standard maneuvers that 

are like the compulsories in figure skating. the first is a “diamond” 

formation followed by “finger four,” where the lead plane is rear-

flanked by one plane to the left rear and two planes to the right. next 

is an “echelon” formation where the leader flies on the left side and 

the stearmans are gorgeous airplanes, but unlike 
automobiles, the chance of finding an original unrestored 
version is nearly impossible since they were constantly 
taken apart and rebuilt, just like race cars. david burroughs (top left) and John Lohmar 

look the part of accomplished pilots, both 
posing at burroughs’ farm. the author (top 
right) squeezes out of the cockpit after his 
ride. the view from the ground (below) is 
pretty spectacular, too.



The economic crisis has sparked a huge demand for U.S.
Mint Silver Eagles. Collectors, investors, dealers and the
public alike are scouring the country to obtain them, 
creating a serious national shortage. But today, as a 
special offer to new customers you can own these 
HEFTY Silver Dollars at our cost—only $38.94!*

You Cannot Buy This 
Coin From the Mint!

The U.S. Mint does not sell Silver Eagle Dollars direct to
the public. You can only obtain them through an authorized
distributor. We have just reserved a fresh shipment of 2011
U.S. Mint Silver Eagles—the current U.S. Silver Dollar.
These massive and attractive coins contain one full troy
ounce of silver and feature the historic image of Miss Liberty
draped in a U.S. flag walking boldly into the future.

No, We’re Not Crazy!
Why are we giving away this silver dollar at our cost?  Be-
cause we want to introduce you to what hundreds of thou-
sands of our satisfied customers have discovered since
1984—we’re your best source for coins worldwide. That’s
why we’re giving away this 2011 U.S. Silver Eagle to you—
for just $38.94**—to put you on the ground floor of great
values like this—values our customers enjoy every day.

Highest Demand Ever for 2010 Eagles. 
Act Before The 2011s Disappear!

We’ve never experienced such demand for Silver Eagles as we
did in 2010. We predict the same for the 2011 Silver Eagles.
So please hurry! They’re available RIGHT NOW. And with
the current financial crisis they could easily sell out.

Don’t Miss Out! Limit 3 Per Customer
At our cost, we must set a strict limit of 3 coins per 
customer. The allure of silver is timeless, and the precious
metal is a proven hedge against economic uncertainty.
Don’t miss out! Call immediately, toll free, 1-888-201-7064
to add these elusive Silver Eagles to your holdings!

TOLL-FREE 24 HOURS A DAY

1-888-201-7064
Offer Code ESV123

Please mention this code when you call.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. ESV123
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

www.GovMint.com

Millions are scrambling for the 
2011 Silver Eagle…But we’re giving 

it away TODAY at our cost!

$3894Our Cost

Actual size is 40.6 mm

®

Note: GovMint.com. is a private distributor of government and private coin and medallic issues and is not affiliated
with the United States Government. Prices and availability subject to change without notice. ©GovMint.com, 2011
**Price based on spot market silver price of $29.24.

*plus a nominal shipping and handling charge
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the three following planes flank it to the right 

rear. Finally a “trail” maneuver has all four planes 

lined up in a tight nose-to-tail formation.

Competition flying involves performing 

these or other maneuvers perfectly. “the lead 

plane is the CEO of the flight,” Burroughs says. 

“What the other pilots do is based on his lead. 

the #2 plane sets the spacing, and the job of 

the #3 and #4 planes is to match #2.”

david is proud to point out that his group 

has won eight national formation flying 

championships in Stearmans.

land with care
How tough is it to fly a Stearman? Burroughs 

describes it as a dichotomy. “Once the airplane 

is off the ground, it’s wonderful to fly. It feels 

good and solid. But it is one of the most 

difficult airplanes in the world to land — on 

purpose. It was designed with a very narrow 

stance of the fixed landing gear, much narrower 

than a P51 Mustang. Even more challenging 

is the fact that the Stearman is top heavy. the 

fuel tank is located in the top wing and carries 

46 gallons. So if you are not in perfect position 

when landing, you can easily swap ends — also 

known as a “ground loop.”

We sweep down over the cornfields toward 

a little grass airstrip called “Barnstorm,” where 

david lives, for a short break. Lohmar brings the 

Stearman down in a flawless, pillow-soft landing.

as the afternoon progresses, we see clouds 

to the north, a sign of a rain front moving in. time 

to head back to Bloomington. Once airborne 

again, the thrills aren’t quite over as I see the two 

planes ahead of us go into a steep climb. I can’t 

let them get away. doing my best impression 

of World War I ace Eddie Rickenbacker, I draw 

a bead on the yellow biplane ahead only to see 

it climb fast and bank hard to the right. In hot 

pursuit, I smoothly draw back the stick and climb 

right after him. Reeling him in, I squeeze off 

multiple rounds of my .30 caliber machine gun 

and watch the flaming wreckage plummet to the 

ground. In my dreams, at least. 

In reality, we’ve just done a maneuver called 

the “tail chase,” where everything was under 

the complete control of our able pilots, who 

manage not only to look good, but to bring 

their exhilarated guest passenger back safely 

to tell the story.

Above: the author enjoys a front-row seat while pilot John Lohmar, in the back, 
does all the work. Middle: Our trio of stearmans sweep in over some lakes just 
north of bloomington. bottom left: taxiing at the bloomington-normal, illinois, 
airport just before takeoff. bottom right: the passenger view out front.



A POLICY AS 
CUSTOM 

AS A HigHboy RoAdSteR
Customizing a Hagerty policy is a lot like building a 

hot rod – since no two collectors are alike, you’re free to 

add the features that matter most to you. Spend a lot of 

time working on your car? Add our Tools and Spare Parts 

coverage. Collect car-related memorabilia? Automobilia 

coverage is the answer. Restoring a vehicle? Add Vehicle 

Under Construction coverage. Frequently hit the road for 

tours? Traveling Collector coverage is a smart choice.

Customize your policy to fit your needs. Call one of our knowledgeable representatives at 800-922-4050.

The Collector & Vintage Car insurance Specialists
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1 | busted KnuCKLe 

GARAGe vehiCLe CARe Kit

Four-pack gift set includes vehicle 

care essentials like Restore your 

Shine today detail spray, no 

Messing tire dressing, daily 

driver Reviver vehicle wax and 

Have Hope car soap in 16-ounce 

containers. also includes a micro 

fiber grip applicator and micro 

fiber towel. Gift box included.

$49.95; 888-708-0897 or 

bustedknucklegarage.com

 2 | MeGuiAR’s inteRiOR  

CAR CARe PROduCts 

Gold Class™ Rich Leather 

Spray ($8.99) and Gold Class™ 

Rich Leather Wipes ($6.99) 

clean and protect leather. 

Quik Interior detailer™ ($6.99) 

revitalizes surfaces. Meguiar’s 

Supreme Shine® Protectant 

($6.99) and Meguiar’s natural 

Shine Protectant ($6.99) let users 

choose their shine level. 

888-888-3143 or meguiars.com

3 | CALiFORniA CAR COveR 

wheeL & tiRe Kit 

Use the Golden Shine Wheel and 

tire Kit to safely and quickly clean, 

shine and protect. Kit includes 

the California Fork duster to wipe 

away light brake dust, Go-to 

Cleaner to clean your wheels and 

tires, tire and trim dressing to 

shine and protect and a tire and 

trim Foam applicator.

$28.99; 800-423-5525 or 

calcarcover.com 

4 | GRiOt’s GARAGe Finest 

MiCRO FibeR tOweL set

Quality micro fiber ... your 

vehicle’s best friend. Set includes 

two drying towels, three Wax 

Removal Cloths, three Polish 

Removal Cloths, two Interior 

Cloths, two Window Cloths, 20 

Shop Cloths and Micro Fiber & 

Foam Pad Cleaner to keep your 

car always looking its best. 

$99.99; 800-345-5789 or 

griotsgarage.com

Turn your car into a thing of beauty with minimal elbow grease and the right products. 

classic clean-up 
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The 1930s brought unprecedented inno-
vation in machine-age technology and
materials. Industrial designers from the
auto industry translated the principles of
aerodynamics and streamlining into
everyday objects like radios and toasters.
It was also a decade when an unequaled
variety of watch cases and movements
came into being. In lieu of hands to tell
time, one such complication, called a
jumping mechanism, utilized numerals
on a disc viewed through a window.
With its striking resemblance to the
dashboard gauges and radio dials of the
decade, the jump hour watch was indeed
“in tune” with the times!  

The Stauer 1930s Dashtronic deftly blends
the modern functionality of a 21-jewel
automatic movement and 3-ATM water
resistance with the distinctive, retro look
of a jumping display (not an actual

jumping complication). The stainless
steel 1 1/2" case is complemented with a
black alligator-embossed leather band.
The band is 9 1/2" long and will fit a 
7–8 1/2" wrist.

Try the Stauer 1930s Dashtronic Watch for
30 days and if you are not receiving 
compliments, please return the watch for

a full refund of the purchase price. If you
have an appreciation for classic design
with precision accuracy, the 1930s
Dashtronic Watch is built for you. This
watch is a limited edition, so please act
quickly. Our last two limited edition
watches are totally sold out!

Time travel at the speed of a 1935 Speedster?

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. DRW669-02
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Not Available in Stores
Stauer 1930s Dashtronic Watch $99 +S&Hor
3 easy credit card payments of $33 +S&H

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-800-859-1602
Promotional Code DRW669-02
Please mention this code when you call.

www.stauer.com

True to Machine Art esthetics, the sleek
brushed stainless steel case is clear on the
back, allowing a peek at the inner workings.

Truly Unique

Stauer®

DRW669-02_7x10_Layout 1  1/20/11  11:28 AM  Page 1
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S e r v i c e  w i t h  A  S m i l e
autoMobilia

nOt thAt MAnY years ago, there were 

service stations on the corners of almost every 

major intersection. Service was not just an 

idle term, as nattily attired attendants greeted 

motorists as they filled the car with fuel, 

checked the oil and cleaned the windshields. It 

certainly was a far cry from today’s world. 

Competition was severe and the stations 

attracted customers not only with exceptional 

service but bold and dramatic advertising. 

Multicolor porcelain signs displayed the 

company logo and illuminated glass globes 

proudly sat on top of the majestic gas pumps. 

Even the oil cans were often striking as this was 

the era prior to the age of mass advertising, 

and impulsive point-of-sale decisions were 

often made based on the distinctive graphics.

Many items the early motorist required 

were often free for the asking. Road maps were 

distinctive with interesting covers in hopes 

that the traveler would keep them in the glove 

box and stop in again at the same station. Ink 

blotters and matches were given freely, and 

promotions that involved items such as salt 

and pepper shakers in the form of gas pumps 

were frequent. 

today, die-cut figural porcelain signs can 

sell for as much as $20,000, and early brands 

such as Sunset, Mohawk, Paragon and ace 

High are extremely desirable. Items from the 

Roxana Shell facility in Illinois cause a frenzy 

when they are offered due to their distinctive 

logo, while the Mobil “Flying Red Horse” has 

an equally committed following.

In the 1940s and 1950s, oil companies produced a wealth of items 
now eagerly sought after by collectors.  By CaRL BOMStEad

Art of the service station 
the early gas pumps, such as the art deco 

Wayne 50 with display cabinet, are now worth 

around $10,000 and, while frequently over-

restored, they make a strong statement in a “car 

barn” or rec room. the colorful glass globes 

can get pricey in a hurry. For example, a Musco 

globe with the colorful Indian in full headdress 

can easily push five figures. Of course, more 

common ones can be obtained for a few 

hundred dollars, but reproductions abound. 

Glassware, playing cards, name badges and 

mechanical pencils are just a few of the other 

items that are very collectible, especially when a 

collection is focused on a particular brand.

Service with a smile may be a thing of the 

past, but many of the reminders of that service 

live on with a group of committed collectors.

Popular service station collectibles include: [1] Pegasus, the Mobil 
Flying Red horse; [2] a one-quart can of Ace high motor oil; [3] a 
sinclair station road map; and [4] an Associated Oil Company smiling 
service station attendant sign.
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Honor the spirit of America’s West
Long a collector’s favorite, the classic 
obverse design of the Indian Head Nickel 
was chosen to honor the proud Native 
American heritage and spirit of America’s 
West. Expertly crafted in solid sterling silver 
plated in 24K gold with turquoise enameling, 
the Indian Head Nickel Ring features a 
genuine—and increasingly scarce—U.S. 
Indian Head Nickel as its centerpiece. Because 
each coin has its own unique characteristics, 
each ring is a true one-of-a-kind!  Engraved 
inside is the inscription: “Indian Head Nickel: 
Honoring the American West.”

A hand-crafted jewelry exclusive ...
 and a superb value 

Act now, and this genuine piece of American 
history  can be yours for just $129, payable 
in three convenient installments of $43 
each.  To reserve your ring, backed by our 
unconditional, 120-day guarantee, send 
no money now. Just return the Reservation 
Certificate. But hurry—this is a limited 
time offer! 

YES.  Please reserve the Indian Head Nickel Ring for me as 
described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly

$9.00 shipping and service per item. Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment.  
Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip
17-00087-001

©2010 BGE  17-00087-001-BIV2

Price
❏

Logo &
Address

❏

Job
Code
❏

Tracking
Code
❏

Yellow
Snipe
❏

Shipping
Service
❏

Mint

the

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW

An exclusive, heirloom-quality ring featuring  
a genuine U.S. Indian Head Nickel

An exclussiiiiiiiiiiiiiiivve heirloom quality ring featuring
Own a piece of the Wild West

CENTERPIECE IS A GENUINE 
U.S. INDIAN HEAD NICKEL 

OUR COIN RING IS A STRICT LIMITED EDITION 
DUE TO THE SCARCITY OF INDIAN HEAD NICKELS

A BRADFORD EXCHANGE MINT EXCLUSIVE—
NOT AVAILABLE ANYWHERE ELSE ... AND ONLY 

FOR A LIMITED TIME! 

To assure a proper fi t, a ring sizer 
will be sent to you after your 

reservation has been accepted.

Your Complete Satisfaction
 Guaranteed

LIMITED TIME OFFER    

www.bradfordexchange.com/ring

Actual Size

ACT NOW!SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED.
CRAFTED OF 

SOLID STERLING 
SILVER WITH

 24K GOLD 
PLATING AND 
TURQUOISE 
ENAMELING

Sides feature a 
dramatic buffalo 

portrait recalling the 
Indian Head Nickel’s 

reverse design 
Comes in a handsome 

presentation case
oooooooooomemememeememem sssss ininiinninn aaaaa hhhhanananaana dsddsdssomomomomom

17_00087_001_BIV2.indd   1 7/1/10   2:17:47 PM
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m o d i f i e d  m u S c l e  cA r S
essential ColleCtor

MOst CORReCtLY RestORed vintage cars 

are equipped with period drum brakes, bias-

ply tires, 6-volt electrics, dated headlights, 

old-style lever shocks ... you get the picture. 

they’re fine for a low-speed Sunday 

afternoon cruise on a country back road, but 

in modern traffic, they’re not up to the task. 

Muscle cars from the 1960s were known 

for powerful engines, but those old three- and 

four-speed gearboxes and high-ratio drag 

racing rear ends aren’t suited for long hauls 

either. and once you’ve hammered the pedal, 

rickety brakes and skinny sway bars aren’t the 

ticket for quick stops and fast cornering. 

there is a solution.

“Resto-mod” is a term that may have 

been first coined by the Barrett-Jackson 

auction Company. It’s come to mean an 

older model or a muscle car with updated 

running gear that makes it safer and more 

fun to drive. dozens of reputable aftermarket 

companies can supply upgraded parts to 

help improve your old car’s roadability.

Obviously, you don’t want to do anything 

that hurts your car’s ultimate value. the best 

approach is not to do anything you can’t 

undo. Simply speaking, this means no cutting, 

no welding, a minimum of hole-drilling, and 

modifications that can be easily changed back 

to stock specifications.

I recently drove cross-country with my 

friend Bud Bourassa and his ’66 Corvette 

Sting Ray. Fitted with halogen head and 

taillights, updated shocks and brakes, 

modern radial tires, a 350 Chevrolet factory 

“crate motor” (with early Corvette-style valve 

covers), electronic ignition, new alternator 

and improved water pump, maintenance-

free battery, and backed by a five-speed 

tremec transmission with a heavy-duty clutch 

assembly, this Vette looked (and sounded) like 

it came from the factory, but it was more fuel-

efficient and capable of repeated hard stops, 

reliable starts and much smoother operation. 

The sensible way to enjoy and drive your vintage car.
By KEn GROSS

resto-modding Most of these modifications can be 

disguised. For example, companies like 

Powermaster offer alternators that look just 

like the original generators, and Vintage 

air builds compact HVaC units that can be 

buried under the dashboard. 

Resto-modding allows you to enjoy 

your older car with the engineering 

improvements we 

take for granted in 

new cars. Selective 

and discreet 

upgrading won’t 

hurt your car’s value; 

rather, it will make 

driving a pleasure, 

and it could even 

save your life. 

From the outside, other than the 

replacement tires, only a Corvette authority 

could see that anything had been done to 

the car. “I’d drive it anywhere with complete 

confidence,” Bud says.

you may simply want to improve your old 

car with a generator-to-alternator upgrade, 

modern shocks and radial tires, or go the 

whole route with disc brakes, sway bars, 

electronic ignition, even a contemporary 

audio system and air conditioning. 

below: this impala 
packs a well-dressed 
crate motor (top 
right). Chassis braces 
(center left), stainless 
exhaust (center right), 
disc brakes (bottom 
left) and electronic 
ignition (bottom right) 
often factor in the 
resto-mod process.


American 

Resto Mods
678-835-5690
americanresto

mods.com 

Msd ignition
 915-857-5200

msdignition.com

Powermaster
630-957-4019
powermaster

motorsports.com 

vintage Air
800-862-6658

vintageair.com

wilwood
805-388-1188
wilwood.com

MasterPower 
brakes

888-351-8785
mpbrakes.com

hotchkis sport 
suspension

888-735-6425
hotchkis.net 
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dAllAS muStAng
Serving the Mustang industry for 30 years. dM stocks a full line 
of quality restoration and performance parts for 1964 – 2011 
Mustangs. Centrally located to ship your parts when and where 
you want them. We offer volume discounts and free shipping on 
orders over $350. Visit us at www.dallasMustang.com or call us 
toll free at 1-800-MustAnG.

woodwArd fAb
Free metal working equipment 
catalog with affordable prices. 
Featuring sheetmetal brakes, 
shears, grinders, belt sanders, 
notchers, iron workers, pipe 
benders, nibblers, punches, 
body hammers, shot bags, 
metal cutting saws, english 
wheels, shrinker/stretchers 
from $179.99, metal brakes from 
$299.99, rolls from $299.99. Call 
us at 1-800-391-5419 or order 
at www.woodwardfab.com.

Antique Auto bAttery
We have been making show-quality antique and classic batteries for 
over 16 years. Our batteries come with period-correct caps, our fa-
mous poly-tar tops, date coding, and a 4-year prorated warranty. We 
are licensed by the Big Four. We also have a complete line of cables, 
6-volt and 12-volt alternators and charges. Call 330-425-2395 or 
800-426-7580, or visit www.antiquebattery.com.

Summit rAcing
the Summit Racing tool 
Catalog features 110 pages of 
tools and garage accessories 
ranging from hand and air tools 
to welding and fabrication 
equipment to body, paint, and 
detailing tools. the catalog 
also features money- and 
time-saving Pro Packs with 
tools for specific jobs. Call 
1-800-230-3030 or go online 
at summitRacing.com to order 
your free catalog.

vintAge Auto poSterS
Since 1980, Everett anton Singer has been supplying international 
collectors with the most diverse selection of authentic vintage 
automotive posters. the vast inventory runs from the late 1890s 
through the 1960s; featuring marque, event and product advertis-
ing. Please visit us at www.vintageAutoPosters.com.

AmericAn 
reSto modS
Whether you bring your 
treasured classic to american 
Resto Mods for a full restora-
tion or just regular mainte-
nance, you will quickly feel 
confident about our skills and 
passion for perfection. Meet 
the talented craftsmen of our 
team that represent over 75 
years of experience and follow 
the daily status of our projects 
at AmericanRestoMods.com.

cArJAcket®

a BaG — nOt a COVER. a perfect combination. CarJacket® pro-
tects your car from aging during storage while Hagerty insures your 
car from accidents. your car comes from storage exactly as it went 
in. nO RUSt — nO dUSt! Indoor use only. 
1-800-522-7224 www.carbag.com

mohAwk liftS
Mohawk Lift’s 6000-lb. 
capacity USL-6000 has a 
6-ft. height and offers full 
unrestricted access. the 
space-saving USL-6000 
is portable for indoor 
and outdoor use, and 
requires no installation. 
For additional information 
about Mohawk Lifts please 
visit www.mohawklifts.com 
or call 1-800-833-2006. 
(Price includes delivery to 48 
states + portable tire dolly.)
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1 9 4 8  f i At  t o p o l i n o
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* Old Cars Report Price Guide

Ken beCKeR grew up in the family auto 

repair and body shop business in detroit. 

Following military service, in the mid-1950s 

he landed a contract repairing triumphs 

damaged in shipping. In the process, East-

ern Sports Cars became a foreign car repair 

center. One car that came in for bodywork 

in 1957 was a 1948 Fiat 500 topolino (“little 

mouse” in Italian). When the owner left town, 

he slipped the title under the door.

 Becker retrieved the interior from another 

shop and pushed the old topolino — sans 

engine and transmission — into a corner as 

he tended a growing business and a growing 

family. along the way, he also became a Fiat 

dealer and the father of seven. 

about the time he began selling Fiats, 

Becker’s oldest son, Kent, joined the busi-

ness. at various times, all four of his sons 

worked in the main shop, body shop and 

parts department, and his three daughters 

helped in the office. 

years later, prompted by a worsening 

Ken becker (left) restored his Fiat 500 with the help of 
his family. the topolino when he first got it (top left). 
Ken’s four sons (top right) lowered the painted body on 
the chassis. son-in-law Marshall (lower left) hand-painted 
Mickey Mouse, and the entire family with the “little 
mouse” when it was shown (lower right).

with the mechanics, Jack assisted with metal-

work, youngest son Barry helped with minor 

mechanical work and assembly, and third 

son dan did the finish bodywork and paint. 

Meanwhile, middle daughter Suzie chased 

parts, youngest daughter Mary Kay — a 

seamstress — crafted the interior, and old-

est daughter Karen made the pattern for the 

Mickey Mouse graphics, which her husband, 

Marshall, hand-painted. 

not only did Becker benefit from having 

lots of help, “It felt great to put my entire fam-

ily to work,” he says. and, in a way, it’s only fit-

ting that all seven kids tended to the Fiat, 

considering that Fiat sales and service pro-

vided for the Becker family for so many years. 

Becker and his wife, Ruth ann, drive the 

16.5-horsepower Fiat to collector shows, 

where the bright red topolino looks terrific 

and is an incredible crowd pleaser. 

Becker admits he finds it “a little scary” 

to drive the car in traffic, but he loves it just 

the same.

neighborhood and Fiat’s withdrawal from the 

U.S., Ken Becker closed his doors and went 

to work for autometric body shops, a chain 

based in the detroit area.

then he finally had time to revisit the 

tiny Fiat. 

One of Becker’s first steps was to redeem 

the engine from “mechanical wizard” Paul 

Lazaros, who had rebuilt it for the former 

owner in the 1950s. although the partially 

disassembled car didn’t look bad, Becker 

recalls that “the foot wells were rotted and 

the sills were very thin.” Master metal man 

Paul Ritter fabricated new panels, which 

Becker and second son, Jack, installed. He 

also sandblasted and painted the chassis 

before reassembling it with original hard-

ware. Becker was able to borrow parts to 

duplicate those that were missing, though in 

the case of the transmission, he was lucky to 

find one in new york. 

the car slowly took shape over the course 

of the nine-year restoration. Kent helped 

Ken Becker’s seven kids helped him restore this 1948 Fiat 
Topolino, the “little mouse.”  By JOnatHan a. StEIn

family pet

built by: 
Fiat 

Quantity 
Produced: 

520,000 
(1936–1955) 

Original Price: 
$500 base 

(approximately)

Current Price:
$11,900–$42,800*





Blues Control
OneBeacon is proud to partner with Hagerty.

This program may be underwritten by Essentia Insurance Company whose 

principal executive office is located at One Beacon Lane, Canton, MA 02021. www.onebeacon.com



It began with a single tractor trailer and a lasting commitment over 50 years 
ago: transport any vehicle to any location with an unparalleled level of care 

and untouchable degree of professionalism. Today, Reliable Carriers is the country’s 
largest enclosed auto transport company, serving the 48 contiguous United States and Canada. Whether 
it’s for a concours event, relocation, corporate event, or shipping the car of your dreams from one location to 
another, Reliable provides fully enclosed, air-ride equipped transport, with $5 million of insurance on 
every load, and GPS tracking. More than a name, This is Reliable.

Vehicles taken seriously. 

®

TM

8 7 7 . 7 4 4 . 7 8 8 9 

EAST  /  Canton, MI – 800.521.6393

WEST  /  Chandler, AZ – 800.528.5709

SOUTH  /  Orlando, FL – 800.833.7411

CALIFORNIA  /  Sun Valley – 888.252.1177     r e l i a b l e c a r r i e r s . c o m

A N  O F F I C I A L  C A R R I E R  F O R  B A R R E T T - J A C K S O N ,  M E C U M ,  R M  A U C T I O N S ,  A N D  R U S S O  &  S T E E L E


