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Anyone who’s read at least one issue of Hagerty magazine realizes that we subscribe to the 

notion that the old car hobby is supposed to be fun — fun in the sense that we enjoy using our cars 

from time to time and that we have a good time poking fun both at ourselves and the foibles of our 

beloved old cars. There’s a double dose of that in this issue with “The Eccentric World of AMC” 

and “Lots of Trouble, Usually Serious,” an experiential piece chronicling an epic journey in a 

32-year-old Lotus Esprit. 

And it’s all in good fun that we take a rather novel approach to the evergreen Ford vs. Chevy rivalry 

whereby our March Madness–style bracketed pairs are decided by some of the best-known names in 

automotive journalism. The last one standing is crowned the greatest Ford or Chevy of all time. 

Those of us who work on each issue of the magazine feel a kinship with the folks who ran Ameri-

can Motors in the 1960s and 1970s: doing a lot of worthwhile and creative things — without the 

luxury of a giant staff — and having a considerable amount of fun along the way. Jamie Kitman, one 

of the most clever car guys working in automotive journalism today, presents a fresh take on the 

history of America’s last big independent carmaker. As a former Pacer owner myself, I had a keen 

interest in the piece and never realized how many ways you could slice, dice and generally reuse an 

AMC Hornet to come up with something new. 

Finally, we’re still trying to find out what Publisher Rob Sass bribed Associate Publisher Jona-

than Stein with to get him to make a 900-mile delivery run in what many British car fanatics (Stein 

and Sass included) estimate to be one of the most fragile and finicky of all British sports cars, a 

breed of car not known for bulletproof reliability. So far, neither of them is talking. Meanwhile, be 

sure to catch the short film on the epic journey at hagerty.com/lotustrip.

a word from mckeel

Fun with cars

Although McKeel 
hagerty spends as 
much time as possible 
in the driver’s seat, he 
found time to sit on a 
panel of notable auto 
editors and writers 
to make his picks in 
our Ford vs. Chevy 
showdown. 
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Over 120,000 Restoration Parts & Accessories for:
1953-11 Corvette • 1964-83 Chevelle & Malibu • 1959-87 El Camino • 1967-11 Camaro
1967-02 Firebird • 1949-54 Chevy • 1955-57 Chevy • 1958-72 Chevy • 1947-72 Chevy Truck
1959-72 Ford Galaxie • 1960-70 Falcon • 1962-76 Fairlane & Torino • 1957-79 Ranchero
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That’s why we offer thousands upon thousands of restoration parts 
& accessories for both Ford and Chevrolet. No matter what your
side, we’ve got your back. We offer the largest selection of parts in
the industry (by far), free professional tech support, and 50 years 
of experience to back it up. Let the battle rage!

Most folks have an allegiance to one side or the other - let’s face it, brand loyalties run deep.
At Eckler’s, we get it. Big Time.

Ford vs. ChevyFord vs. Chevy

1-800-327-4868
EcklersAutomotive.com

Family of Automotive Parts Companies

scan with
smart phone
for more info
on Eckler’s
Automotive
Products!
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w h o ’ s  i n  t h e  i s s u e
contributors

1. JaMie KitMan, an attorney, is the new 

york bureau chief and a columnist for 

Automobile, for which he won the national 

Magazine Award for commentary. A regular 

contributor to GQ, The Nation and nPR’s 

“Car Talk” website, he owns a company 

that manages rock bands, including They 

Might Be Giants and oK Go. His own 

collection of cars — which includes several 

Lancias, MGs, Lotuses, Jaguars, Lotus-

Cortinas and an International Travelall — 

lives nearby him in nyack, new york.

2. roy ritchie is a prolific detroit-based 

advertising and editorial photographer who 

has contributed to countless magazines 

and ad campaigns in his career. Roy’s latest 

assignment was to capture the fun of AMC in 

our “Eccentric World of AMC” story.

3. Ken gross, an auto writer for 38 

years, writes for Playboy, AutoWeek, 

Hemispheres, the Robb Report, Rodder’s 

Journal, Street Rodder and Hot Rod. He’s 

a columnist for Old Cars Weekly. His books 

include Illustrated BMW Buyer’s Guide, 

Ferrari 250GT SWB, Milestone Hot Rods, 

Art of the Hot Rod and more.

4. evan Klein shoots images that have 

populated many pages in this magazine over 

the years as well as those of Motor Trend 

and Motor Trend Classic. We turned the 

L.A.-based Klein loose on our Ford vs. Chevy 

“Baddest of Them All” cover story in this 

issue. The results speak for themselves.

5. Jerry Burton is the author of three 

books, the most recent being 100 Years 

of Chevrolet published by Automobile 

Quarterly. He is also the author of Zora Arkus-

Duntov: the Legend Behind Corvette and 

Corvette: America’s Sports Car, Yesterday, 

Today, Tomorrow.
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one of a Kind
What kind of fortitude does 

it take to collect auto show 

dream cars for which little 

knowledge and fewer parts 

exist? Jerry Burton talks 

to some noted dream car 

collectors, including the 

“King of the Concepts” 

himself, Joe Bortz.

20 
the eccentric 
world of AMC
Remember the Marlin?

The Pacer? The Gremlin?

The Hornet? They are all 

the fruits of a company 

desperate to remain 

competitive against the Big 

Three in the ‘60s and ‘70s.

34 
baddest of them All
on the occasion of Chevy’s 

100th birthday this fall, we 

asked a panel of noted 

magazine writers and 

editors this question: If you 

had to pick the ultimate 

collector car from Ford or 

Chevy, what would it be?
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Did your restoration have a

HAPPY ENDING?

Have you had a great experience with a  
classic car restoration specialist … or a terrible one? 

 
Join Angie’s List today to swap stories with other enthusiasts 
about classic and custom car professionals nationwide —
so you know who you can trust, and who to avoid.

Join today at

AngiesList.com/Cars
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Barn Finders

The annual Mille Miglia took place in May, and the 

Hagerty-sponsored Scuderia SPoRTS international 

historic racing team fielded 10 entries for the two-day, 

1,000-mile event from Brescia to Rome and back. In 

all, 376 cars took part, with the overall winner being 

the husband and wife team of Giordano Mozzi and 

Stefani Biacca in their 1933 Aston Martin Le Mans. Cars 

from Scuderia SPoRTS finished 3rd, 4th and 7th place 

overall — the top team result. After suffering electrical 

problems on day one, Hagerty CEo McKeel Hagerty 

and Hagerty UK Managing director Angus Forsyth 

finished 234th in their 1950 Abarth 204A Monza, which 

was the lead Abarth team car in the 1950 event. 

Mille Miglia 2011

(Above, from top) starting at brescia, the hagerty team 
reached a checkpoint in the middle of the night but had 
little time to admire the gorgeous italian scenery.

soMe guys have a knack for sniffing 

out the best barn finds. Tom Shaugh-

nessy and Tom Cotter are two such fel-

lows, and during the past year each has 

uncovered his own very special car. 

Shaughnessy is a noted Ferrari 

collector, though his recent big find 

happens to be American. In fact, the 

ex–Ak Miller Mille Miglia 1957 Kurtis 

500X (Caballo II) rescued from rural 

Southern California might be the only 

American sports racing car ever entered 

in the Italian race. Featured on the April 

1957 cover of Hot Rod magazine, the 

Kurtis eventually languished because 

the previous owner didn’t know how to 

restore it to authentic condition. “Some-

times a barn find is right in front of your 

eyes,” Shaughnessy says. “Maybe it’s 

with someone who doesn’t know what 

they have or doesn’t understand how to 

restore it.” Shaughnessy is well under 

way on a restoration to its original crude 

build quality, with plans to have it run-

ning for the Colorado Grand in Septem-

ber and possibly the 2012 Mille Miglia. 

Cotter is the well-known author of 

The Cobra in the Barn, among others, 

so you really can say he’s written the 

book on the subject. And until recently, 

he’d tell you his Cobra was his best 

find. Then he found a Cunningham. 

The vignale- bodied car is the second 

prototype C3, s/n 5207, and one of just 

25 C3s built by Briggs Cunningham at 

his Florida factory. Cotter tracked it to 

Greenville, South Carolina, where it had 

been ridden hard and put away wet a 

long time ago. He got it running on its 

50-year-old tires, and at Cavallino last 

January he managed to accelerate it 

to 80 mph. “Then I ran out of guts and 

straightaway,” he says. He’s like a kid in 

a candy store when describing it, and 

proclaims it the most significant find of 

his life, and one he plans to leave as-is.

Tom ShaughneSSy 
and Tom CoTTer are 
Two of The beST in 
The buSineSS

tom Cotter and the well-worn but still 
running Cunningham C3 he tracked 
down in south Carolina. the car is one of 
just 25 C3s built by briggs Cunningham. 
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C A L L 
OR SC AN

F O R  A

F R E E 
Q U O T E

Vehicles taken seriously.TM

When it comes to your vehicle, there’s no such thing as too careful. That’s why 

we cover every load with $5 million of insurance, why we use GPS tracking, and why we 

leverage our 350-truck fleet for unsurpassed service. Our lasting commitment began over 

50 years ago: transport any vehicle to any location with an untouchable level of care.  

At Reliable Carriers, we care for your vehicle as if it were our own.

SOME MIGHT CONSIDER 
$5 MILLION OF INSURANCE ON EVERY LOAD

  OVERKILL.
 WE CONSIDER IT  NON-NEGOTIABLE .

RELIABLECARRIERS.COM

A N  O F F I C I A L  C A R R I E R  F O R 

B A R R E T T - J A C K S O N ,  M E C U M ,  R M  A U C T I O N S ,  A N D  R U S S O  &  S T E E L E
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Mopar Fest 
August 20–21, 2011

new Hamburg, ontario

moparfest.com

gooDguys
MiD-western nationals 
september 2–4, 2011

Kansas City, Kansas

midwesternnats.com

raDnor hunt concours
september 9–11, 2011

Radnor Hunt

Malvern, Pennsylvania

radnorconcours.org

KirKlanD concours
september 11, 2011

Carillon Point

Kirkland, Washington

kirklandconcours.com

gooDwooD revival
september 16–18, 2011

Chichester, West Sussex, 

United Kingdom

goodwood.co.uk

MiD aMerica MotorworKs
corvette FunFest
september 16–18, 2011

Effingham, Illinois

corvettefunfest.com

carlisle events
Fall carlisle collector 
car swap Meet
september 28–october 2, 2011

Carlisle, Pennsylvania

carlisleevents.com

18th annual granD laKe 
Mahogany & chroMe 
Boat Festival
september 30–october 2, 2011

Arrowhead yacht Club

Grand Lake, oklahoma

heartland-classics.org

+events

things todAy aren’t like they were when I 

was growing up. Today, fewer kids are involved 

with cars. In my youth, I followed my dad every-

where on weekends, and we often went to car 

shows. It was great, not only because of the cars, 

but the activities geared toward kids and fami-

lies. There were slow races — to see which car 

would go the slowest — and hot dog races — 

where you had to eat a hot dog off a string. 

As I got a little older I’d ride my bike to 

the local gas station — the kind where they 

sold tires and changed oil — and hang out. 

This was back in the days when you could still 

get into the bays, and all motorheads, includ-

ing the racers, would be there, too. 

When my daughter was young I also 

took her to shows, but at first they were dull 

for her. So I found her a 1918 Auto Red Bug 

when she was five. After that we’d show our 

cars side-by-side, and she’d stand there and 

proudly tell people about her car. Strangely, 

when she was eight or nine the local AACA 

show decided it was no place for kids. That 

was crazy; their members were aging and they 

were turning away potential replacements. 

Finally, clubs began to realize kids are 

important; they’re the future of the hobby. 

Maybe the clue was that at most car shows 

it’s surprising to see anyone under 25. 

These days, car shows have largely 

ceased to be a family activity. Part of it is 

that the shows have gotten so intense. It’s all 

about winning and not about the family any-

more. Just as families rarely go to car shows, 

gas stations aren’t gas stations anymore, so 

there has to be another way to engage kids. 

That’s where club efforts and programs 

like Hagerty’s Operation Ignite! youth Judg-

ing Program fit in. It’s a way of sharing our 

passion and getting kids involved in auto-

mobiles. Such programs give kids something 

to do at a show and teach them how to talk 

to car owners with simple kindness and good 

manners. Just having the kids there helps 

turn the car show or concours back into a 

family activity. And if there are at least one 

or two kids for whom the experience really 

sparks an interest in old cars, it’s all worth it. 

they’re young
When it comes to seeding enthusiasm for old cars, it’s all about 
starting early. By WAynE CARInI

G e t  ’ e m  w h i l e 

wayne Carini fields classic car 
questions from a group of young 
people participating in Operation 
Ignite! youth Judging at the Amelia 
island Concours in 2011.

Classic Motorcar Auctions is Licensed & bonded in strict adherence to Ohio Department of Agriculture rules & regulations.
License #2009000106 Mark H. Otto Ohio Auctioneer License #57199049779 

Call toll free 866-653-8900 or visit web site for more information...
www.classicmotorcarauctions.com

Celebrating
40 years in

the collector
car industry!

Held at the Historic Glenmoor Country Club
CANTON, OHIO September 17, 2011 Saturday, noon-5

AT THE

Antique, Classic & Sports Car

AUCTION

Bob Lichty, personally invites you to participate in...

CONSIGN TODAY, REGISTER TO BID EARLY!
Space is limited to 125 quality cars!
Special rate for CCCA Full Classics!
No premium for prime time, but 1st come 1st served.
Reasonable Reserves
permitted and encouraged. No Reserve cars also permitted.

"CMA Gives sellers a choice!"

TM
LLC
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l e N O ’ S  g a r a g e  H O S T S 
C O l l e C T O r S  F O U N D aT i O N
The Collectors Foundation was the featured topic of conversation on “Jay Leno’s 

Garage” recently. Jay hosted McKeel Hagerty and Collectors Foundation Presi-

dent and Executive director Bob Knechel to discuss the Foundation and its goals 

within the hobby, from funding high school vocational programs to providing 

scholar ships to McPherson College. The segment runs about 11 minutes. Go to 

jaylenosgarage.com, then enter “Collectors Foundation” in the “Search” field. To 

learn more about the Collectors Foundation, visit collectorsfoundation.org.

3 6 5  D ay S  O F  ‘a ’
Jonathan Klinger’s yearlong daily driving adventure with Sophie the Model A is 

drawing to a close. In mid-october they’ll make their final voyage together from 

northern Michigan to Hershey, Pennsylvania, and the AACA Swap Meet. 

But it’s not all teary-eyed goodbyes. Klinger and Sophie spent the summer 

months cruising the open road. They also made trips to the Concours d’Elegance 

of America in Plymouth, Michigan, the Barrington Concours in Barrington, Illinois, a 

few Model A events and one last trip to Klinger’s hometown in northern Illinois. 

It wasn’t maintenance-free cruising, however. In late spring, Klinger discovered 

the babbit bearing material in the main bearings had failed. He began the six-week 

journey to rebabbit the original engine, only to discover a crack in the block, which 

necessitated purchasing and installing a new short block. The good news is that he 

became quite adept at pulling an A engine — just three hours!

He plans to hold on to Sophie once their year is up, though he’ll spare the old 

girl from another winter of salty Midwest roads. We’ll have a final report in our next 

issue, but in the meantime, you can follow along at 365daysofA.com. 

McKeel hagerty (left) and bob Knechel (right) discuss 
the Collectors Foundation with Jay leno (center).

igniting youthFul PAssion

Hagerty’s Operation Ignite! youth Judging was in full 

swing, from the All British Field Meet in British Colum-

bia to the national Impala Association Con vention 

in Michigan. Upcoming events include the old Car 

Festival at Greenfield village in dearborn, Michigan 

on September 10; the Fairfield County Concours in 

Westport, Connecticut, on September 18; and the 

AACA Meet in Hershey, Pennsylvania on october 15. 

Learn more at hagerty.com/operationignite. 

FACebooKers oPine on AMC 

We asked our Facebook fans what was the most 

memorable AMC model ... check out a couple of the 

replies (and don’t miss the AMC story on page 20!).

bob wyman: I understood and forgave people who 

bought Matadors & Javelins — they were kind of OK. 

But could never understand why anyone would pay 

good money for a Pacer or Gremlin? 

Paul hicks: Lost my, you know ... in a Gremlin.

Jonathan Klinger and the Model A enjoyed the 
Michigan spring, visited Main street (right) and still 
had time to change out the engine (right, above). 

last winter, Jeff lombard realized he had collected enough 
hagerty bags (about 150!) to do something spectacular — 
turn them into a custom cover for his 1973 AMC gremlin X.
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Authentic tires
for your

Period Tires for all Makes and Models
Free Mount & Balance with the Purchase of Tires & Wheels Together

free 
Catalog

buy online at cokertire.com

Nostalgic 
Hot Rod Combos

Pages 6&7 800-242-0009

2011 edition

Now Carrying Rocket Wheels. Pages: 68-71Bias Ply Look Radials. Page: 18 Now a Full 4 Ply Tire. Page: 17

1-866-513-5633
www.cokertire.com/hagertys

classic investment
Passion

Passion

Toll Free
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deloreAn turns 30

deLoreans are forever immortalized 

as Marty McFly’s ticket through the 

space-time continuum, but before 

that, they were cars built in Ireland. This 

year marks the 30th anniversary of the 

gullwing coupe, which lives on thanks 

to the deLorean Motor Company 

of Humble, Texas, which bought the 

company assets after prolonged legal 

wrangling. Through six dealerships 

in America and Europe, they offer 

assorted pre-owned cars, as well as 

new cars built from n.o.S. and o.E.M. 

parts and their own reproduction line. 

visit delorean.com for more. 

M U S C l e  C i r C a  1 9 7 1
The Muscle Car and Corvette nationals (MCACn) is all 

about horsepower, and on november 19–20, more than 

500 rare muscle machines will descend on the donald E. 

Stephens Convention Center in Rosemont, Illinois. This year 

they’ll celebrate the “Class of 1971,” with special displays 

for what many consider to be the final year of all-out 

performance and crazy colors. other features include a 

tribute to Joel “Mr. Motion” Rosen, more CoPo cars than 

you can imagine, a gathering of dodge Challenger T/As, 

yenko Supercars, and displays honoring Chicago icons 

nickey Chicago and Mr. norms. Learn more at mcacn.com.

a l l’ S  Fa i r  aT  Fa i r F i e l D  C O U N T y
The eighth annual Fairfield County (Connecticut) Concours d’Elegance takes place September 17 and 18. 

Events include the Classic Car Club of America Grand Classic judged event and an Art & Automobilia Expo, 

with noted automotive writer Peter Egan. This year’s concours features the cars of Porsche, 50 years of the 

Jaguar E-Type, a Tribute to Woodies, and Preservation vehicles, sponsored by the Fédération Internationale 

des véhicules Anciens (FIvA) and the Historic vehicle Association. Returning is a Barn Finds class, sure to 

draw out some wonderful creatures from amid the cobwebs. Go to fairfieldcountyconcours.com for more.

Muscle car power and color will 
take the stage at the Muscle Car 
and Corvette nationals this fall.
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If you have a classic that drives on water 

instead of asphalt, don’t worry. You can 

have Hagerty coverage for your classic 

boat, too. In fact, marine insurance is 

how we got our start. More than 25 years 

ago, we invented the �rst Agreed Value 

policy for collector boats, and today we 

still offer more resources and better 

service than anyone else in the business.

Some classics were meant for a different 

kind of road. Luckily, even when your 

classic  oats, you can count on Hagerty.

800-762-2628   |   hagertymarine.com

Collector Boat Insurance
*Now available in CanadaThis image is intended for marketing purposes only and is not indicative of acceptable use under Hagerty’s auto insurance program.
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automobilia
n e c K e r  K n o B s

OneBeacon is proud to partner with Hagerty.

This program may be underwritten by Essentia Insurance Company whose 

principal executive office is located at 150 Royall Street, Canton, MA 02021. www.onebeacon.com

this mid-1950s Chevy steering wheel is 
adorned with a 1940s-era clear plastic 
knob with a classic pin-up girl in residence. 
steering wheel knobs are also called 
“suicide knobs” and “necker knobs.”

PerhAPs the Most infamous of automotive aftermarket devices is the steering wheel 

knob. For this, we can thank a daredevil named Steve Brodie who actually had nothing 

to do with the device. His connection is more spiritual. Under a cloud of controversy, he 

claimed to have jumped off the Brooklyn Bridge in 1886. He passed away in 1901, but his 

name became synonymous with doing anything dangerous or flamboyant. In his honor, hot 

rodders in the ’50s would use their steering wheel knobs to spin the wheel back and forth 

while rapidly accelerating, thus “laying a Brodie.” 

Steering wheel knobs are often referred to as “suicide knobs,” “wheel spinners,” and 

“necker knobs.” The “suicide” moniker came from the fact that a rather small movement 

of the knob could cause a rapid and unpredictable reaction of the car. For those of us who 

were James dean fans, how can we forget the scene from Rebel Without a Cause when a 

guy catches his leather jacket on a knob and goes over the cliff? The “necker” designation 

came from the era of bench seats — you could have your arm around your best girl and 

steer the car with your necker knob. 

For a number of reasons the wheel knobs are now illegal in most 

states, but they sure are collectible. Just ask dr. Paul Sable, who 

collects unusual cars such as dual-Ghias, Hudson Italias 

and nash-Healeys. He was attracted to the knobs as 

an early teenager while perusing the local Ameri-

can Auto Parts store. He says he liked their 

unique colors, or perhaps it was the scantily 

clad ladies decorating many of them. 

About 15 years ago he started using them on 

all his cars. He mentions having been stopped 

a couple of times for minor infractions and the 

officer pointed out that the knobs were illegal in 

Pennsylvania. After Sable’s five-minute disserta-

tion on their history, he was let off with a warning.

Sable says he has about 200 knobs, and 

although he has a number of ideas about dis-

playing them, for now they just sit on a couple 

of tables gathering dust in his garage. Many of 

the knobs are illuminated; some are made of 

Bakelite and others colorful plastic. He also has 

an in-the-box “out of Way” knob by Allstate 

that folds down. The more mundane run about 

$20, but unusual ones such as a palm spinner 

can run several hundred dollars. The more 

common knobs feature the aforementioned 

ladies, and Sable wonders if Marilyn Monroe or 

any other star of the era was ever featured on 

one. So his quest continues!

Steering wheel knobs represent a most obscure form 
of collecting.  By CARL BoMSTEAd

spinning wheels

From left to right: Fulton bakelite “steernob”; Perfection “steering Control Knob”; “Palmgrip” steering knob by 
Cal-pan; rainbow Plastic “Palm Knob” with scantily clad blonde; aftermarket Ford knob from santay; early knob uses 
Japanese compass; plastic and aluminum knob is of unknown origins; nos plastic knob by rainbow spinner Knobs. 
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It takes a special kind of person to view the ancient hulk of a car, visualize 
a thing of beauty – and then see the project through to success. Here 
are four who did.  By JoHn L. STEIn

Your turn
B e F o r e  &  a F t e r

1  value provided by Old Car Price Guide, April 2011, in stock condition. values of modified vehicles will vary.
2 value provided by Hagerty Price Guide, May–August 2011

Michigan insurance claims adjuster Jeff 

Miller spent 10 years converting a rusty ’28 

Ford Special Coupe into this radiant beauty. 

Wanting to build a hot rod for 25 years, 

Miller was raring to go after rescuing the 

$800 Model A from a Montana field. He 

replaced the rotten frame with a box-section 

reproduction and installed a Mustang GT 

engine. Miller even used a Saturday hotrod-

building class at Lansing Community College 

to do the body and paintwork. Thanks to its 

EFI motor, the little coupe now gets 24 mpg 

on the highway ... and a lot of smiles.

Connecticut car salesman Mark 

Butterworth’s high-school buddy had a 

‘51 Ford Country Squire wagon like this 

one way back in 1971 — and Butterworth 

never forgot it. When he found a battered 

example sitting near a garage in 2002, 

he had to have it. “It was in really rough 

condition, and when I brought it home, my 

wife raised her eyebrows and muttered, 

‘She’s a beauty.’” Six years later, after a 

thorough restoration by him and his son, 

the flathead v-8 Ford definitely is. 

1951 FOrD 
COUNTry SQUire

PRICE RANGE FOR A stOCk 1928 FORD 
sPECIAL COUPE: $3,100–$15,5001

PRICE RANGE FOR A 1951 FORD 
COUNtRy sqUIRE: $37,200–$90,1002

1928 FOrD 
SPeCial COUPe 

the 
Visionaries

For skin that you clean better than your own.

Your leather seats take daily abuse.  For this reason, Meguiar’s developed its 2-step process to keep your interior 
looking like new. Start with Gold Class™ Leather & Vinyl Cleaner to gently remove dirt and stains. Follow with 
Gold Class™ Leather Conditioner to provide moisturizing oils and UV protection. 

For free personal car care advice, go to Meguiars.com or call 800.347.5700 Mon-Sat, 6:00 am to 5:00 pm Pacific Time.

People Who Love Cars Love Meguiar’s™ 

311083-2412_GoldClassLeather_r1.indd   1 5/9/11   9:37 AM
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Your turn
B e F o r e  &  a F t e r 8 8 8 - 3 1 0 - 8 0 2 0 ,  o p t i o n  3

ask haGertY

Q I heard from a club member that my 

‘54 Willys Aero Eagle custom (factory 

installed continental kit) is rare — so rare, in 

fact, that only 11 were made in ‘54 with a 226 

engine. Is that true? How much does that 

affect the value of the car? 

A It’s true; your vehicle is one of the 

more rare Willys models. For the exact 

production numbers, I suggest you contact: 

Willys Aero Survival Count

c/o Rick Kamen

P.O. Box 473 

Decatur, GA 30031-0473 

(404) 288-8222 

Be aware that it is difficult to determine the 

actual number of Willys that survived, since 

rare eagles How rare is rare, and how do you find out?

not everyone registers their vehicle. And 

while I’m guessing the number of survivors 

is small, scarcity doesn’t always increase the 

value of cars such as your Willys, which don’t 

have a huge following.

Q I need four headlamps for my ‘63 

Ford Galaxie, and I want the head-

lights with the “FoMoCo” script on them. 

I’ve seen them on other people’s cars and 

have no idea where to find them.

A Try johnsmustang.com/Catalog/867 

or call (800) 869-6894. Sealed beam 

headlamps with the FoMoCo script are 

priced at under $20.

Q How can I find a passenger door and front 

bumper for my 1960 Jaguar Mark IX?

A I’m guessing that if you tried searching 

online, you found Jaguar engine and 

transmission parts to be plentiful. But bumpers 

and sheet metal are much tougher to locate. I 

suggest contacting one of the following:

Jagnut Jaguar Spares, Inc.

Jack White, owner

(540) 743-4037 (Virginia)

Mostly British Automotive

Fred Petroske, owner

(315) 649-2861 (New York)

petroske@tds.net, mostlybritish.com

Send your questions to askhagerty@
hagerty.com. To see more concierge questions 
and answers, go to hagerty.com/concierge.

PRICE RANGE FOR A stOCk 1951 WILLys PANEL tRUCk: $2,960–$14,8002


Send your best then and now 
photos of your unrestored 
cars, along with a short 
description of the project, to 
editorhagerty@hagerty.com 
and you might see it featured 
on these pages. Haven’t 
seen yours yet? Check at 
hagerty.com/yourturn.

nels nasset and Steve Rydman share ownership of this stunning ’51 Willys 

Panel delivery. Rydman first acquired it partially dismantled, then stored 

it for a decade before nasset took it over to satisfy a loan. The Michigan 

garage service manager restored the Willys, retaining such original features 

as the flathead-four engine and white oak interior trim. He even kept the 

six-volt electrical system. now it’s literally a traffic stopper. 

1951 WillyS PaNel TrUCk

1972 PlyMOUTH rOaD rUNNer
Sometimes you just get lucky. And one day in Indian Lake, ohio, in 2003, retiree 

Tom Lochard was just that. He chanced upon a wicked black ’72 Road Runner for 

sale by a Chrysler collector who was out of storage room. At $1,000, the price was 

an outright steal. Lochard spent the next year overseeing new paint, interior, and 

engine mods that he estimates kick the 360-cid Magnum v-8 up to 500 hp. 

PRICE RANGE FOR A 1972 PLymOUth ROAD RUNNER: $10,700-$29,8001

1  value provided by Hagerty Price Guide, May–August 2011. 2 value provided by Old Car Price Guide, April 2011, in stock condition. values of modified vehicles will vary. 

WIN BOTH CARS ‘2012’
PORSCHE CARRERA & CORVETTE

OR

$50,000.00!!!

WIN

Need not be present to win

Buy Tickets Online:
humanesocietynational.org

NATIONAL HUMANE SOCIETY

BUY 3 GET 3 FREE
ODDS OF WINNING 399-1

$100 PER TICKET
A non-profit tax exempt charity

Make checks payable to: N.H.S.
40 E. MAIN ST. #364-H, NEWARK, DE 19711

Winner to be announced September 16, 2011 at 8:00 a.m.

24 Hrs 1-877-816-7176
Our odds of winning 399-1
Competitor’s odds of winning 500,000-1

Raffle Plus

A Putnam Pre-Approved Lease

Lets You Show Up At Shows
With Something To Show.
866.90.LEASE               Offices Nationwide        www.putnamleasing.com



The ecc enTric

world of AMc
The last of the independents, american motors Corporation 
reached deep into its bag of tricks to survive against the big Three.

By JAMIE KITMAn >> 
PHoToGRAPHy By Roy RITCHIE
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the egg-shaped Pacer (below and right) was 
AMC’s attempt to create a truly comfortable 

small car. A 1976 Pacer dl (far right) featured 
“navajo-design” seating fabric. the 1967 

Marlin (bottom right) was AMC’s “answer” 
to the Mustang, albeit three years later and 

built on a full-sized rebel chassis. 

Performance 
was a card 
AMC would 
play on and 
off throughout 
its life. But 
sensibly priced 
luxury and 
total economy, 
American-style, 
were original 
themes, too.

FEATURING FOUR PRIVATE COLLECTIONS 
“We’re car guys just like you.  

Let our years of experience work for you.”
Give us a call today!

1958 Porsche 356 Speedster
Freshly Restored and Sorted, Factory Black

1969 Ford Mustang Boss 429 Sport Coupe
13,000 Mile Original Car

1957 Chrysler 300C Convertible
Fresh and Correct Restoration

1930 Cadillac V16 Convertible Coupe
Coachwork by Fleetwood

Featuring “The Grateful Dead Tour Bus”
The Most Important Remaining Artifact of an Entire Movement

John Kruse
John@WWGauctions.com

Mike McCullough
 Mike@WWGauctions.com

Bob DeKorne
Bdekorne@WWGauctions.com

Neil Wood
Neil@WWGauctions.com

Cory Wade
Cwade@WWGauctions.com

Rod Egan
Rod@WWGauctions.com

 800.990.6789 | Setting the StandardTM

 | WWGauctions.com 
Roderick C. Egan, Auc tioneer • IN Lic . #AU10000207

tODAy, mANy thINk OF thE 
American Motors Corporation in a stodgy and 
humble light, and that’s largely because its auto-
mobiles were engineered and designed on a shoe-
string, often with the penny-pinching or 

no-nonsense buyer in its sights. Yet many times over its 33-year history, these 
automotive Bad News Bears won the day, often by being more resourceful 
and sometimes by being more outrageous than their competitors. 

AMC was born way back in 1954, memorializing the rushed marriage 
of the respected but failing Hudson and Nash-Kelvinator firms. Under the 
leadership of Nash-Kelvinator’s George Mason and later George Romney, 
Roy Abernethy and Roy Chapin Jr., AMC held out until 1987 before being 
absorbed by the Chrysler Corporation. Yet through a heartwarming mix-
ture of luck, pluck and oddball smarts, not to mention grit, thrift and blind 
optimism, AMC cars remain vivid in our memories. 

Way back in 1957, for instance, Rambler offered a factory hot rod 
well before the GTO and its ilk — the Rebel, a silver (with silver and 
black upholstery) mid-sizer sporting a 327-cid big-block V-8. Adver-
tised as the fastest four-door car in America, it churned out 255 horse-
power with a four-barrel carb and dual exhausts, and made the dash to 
60 mph in a then-unheard-of 7.5 seconds.

Performance was a card AMC would play on and off throughout its life. 
But sensibly priced luxury and total economy, American-style, were original 
themes, too. The same year the Rebel debuted, the Ambassador, a re-skinned 
Rambler with a longer (117-inch) wheelbase, became the first mid-size luxury 
performance offering from an American manufacturer, boasting then-upscale 
touches such as an electric clock, front and rear ashtrays, coil-spring suspen-
sion and fully reclining front seats that cleverly folded into a bed. 

The Rambler American of 1958, 
with its proletarian, single-barrel carbu-
retor 195.6 cubic-inch six, was one of the 
first economy cars out of the gate even 
though it was essentially the old Nash 
Rambler restyled for the Jet Age.

Romney had spent much of his career 
advocating smaller, more fuel-efficient 
cars, including the compact 1950 Nash 
Rambler, before going on to coin the 
phrase “dinosaurs” to describe the gas-
guzzlers that were Detroit’s stock-in-
trade. He wanted to go at the Motor 
City’s Big Three with guns blazing, with 
different bodies and platforms, to keep 
pace with their annual model changes, 
glitz and the ephemeral fashion trends of 
the day. He felt the Rambler name lacked 
pizzazz and bore grandmotherly over-
tones, so he worked to deep-six it.

Having gained a firm toehold in 
the U.S. market (garnering 7.5 percent 
of all sales in 1960), Rambler stepped 
it up again in 1962, adopting safety as a 
key marketing precept and blessing all its 
cars with twin-circuit brakes, an emi-
nently sensible feature found then only 
in rarefied Cadillac, Rolls-Royce and 
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Mercedes cars. But safety alone wouldn’t sell, nor would quality or effi-
ciency. At least that was the view of new AMC head Abernethy, who in 
1962 replaced Romney, who’d left to become governor of Michigan.

Dick Teague, the talented head of design for AMC from 1962, would 
be instrumental in this new era, which — in a sign of the new, more 
aggressive, mass-market agenda — began with a bang and the awarding 
of Motor Trend’s Car of the Year Award to the entire 1963 Rambler line.

AMC was no stranger to quality engineering, and 1964 saw the intro-
duction of the 232-cid Typhoon Six, which appeared in a special edition of 
the Rambler Classic. So robust was this evolution of the old Nash six that 
its block spawned not only the Great 258, the 4.2-liter block that followed, 
but the Jeep Power-Tech Six, which soldiered on until 2006. (AMC, in an 
act of amazing prescience, would buy Jeep from Kaiser in 1970.)

The Teague influence came into focus with the Marlin of 1965, a 
cheap (to engineer) but cheerful fastback model intended to meet the 
Mustang and other sporty compacts head-on. Originally intended for 
the smaller American platform, Abernethy ordered it to be built on the 
larger Classic’s platform, scuttling any chance it had of being sporty. At 
the same time, the Marlin dispensed with the Rambler name. A less-
than-rousing sales story in its day, the Marlin sent AMC back to the 
drawing boards, but its unique looks and comfortable accommodations 
find examples in top condition today drawing as much as $23,000. 

Chapin Jr., son of Hudson President Roy Chapin Sr., assumed the exec-
utive vice presidency at AMC in 1966, while Robert Evans became chair-
man. From these command positions their touch was swift and sure, 
though resources remained tight. The humble American received big 
290-cid V-8 power in the newly incarnated Rogue edition, which could be 
combined with a four-on-the-floor. In 1967, the Classic nameplate was 

retired in favor of the Rebel, the desig-
nation for all full-size Ramblers until the 
Matador launched in 1971.

In 1968, as the muscle car wars con-
tinued to heat up, the Javelin, a sporty 
coupe intended to compete primarily with 
the Camaro, entered the fray. Available 
with a choice of the 232 six or two differ-
ent V-8s — a 290 or 343 — it came a lot 
closer to the heart of the market than the 
Marlin had, doubling Marlin sales in 
1967, then quadrupling in 1968 with 
almost 57,000 sold. The Javelin quickly 
earned a name for itself in SCCA Trans-
Am competition in the late ’60s and early 
’70s, finishing every race it entered, a 
unique distinction among factory racers. 

A modified version of the Javelin, the 
AMX, debuted six months later. A foot 
shorter (and sans backseat), it was offered 
to buyers with a choice of three V-8s 
(including AMC’s potent new 390), front 
discs, “twin grip” limited-slip diff and a 
promising 140 mph speedometer. Its 
handsome lines were perhaps the all-time 
high water mark for American Motors’ 
styling, while its performance — borne 
out by the more than 100 land speed 

the gremlin (‘73 shown at upper left) was a quick reaction to the vega and the Pinto and 
resulted from chopping off the back end of a hornet. A special gremlin logo adorned the 
gas cap. the fine lines of the ‘69 Javelin sst (above) were designed by dick teague.

For a short 
car, the Pacer 
was unusually 
comfortable for 
four on days its 
massive glass 
area hadn’t 
allowed the car 
to reach broiling 
temperature.
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
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with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 
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EASY WAYS 
TO SHOP!
E
T3 3. CALL!

1-800-423-2567
2. GO TO!

www.HarborFreight.com
1. VISIT!

350 Stores Nationwide

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high 
quality tools at such ridiculously low 
prices? We buy direct from the factories 
who also supply the major brands and 
sell direct to you. It's just that simple!  
See for yourself at one of our 350 Stores 
Nationwide and use this 20% Off Coupon on 
one of our 7,000 products*, plus pick up a 
Free 7 Function Digital Multimeter, a $9.99 
Value. We stock Shop Equipment, Hand 
Tools, Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power 
Tools, Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool 
Boxes, Generators, and much more.

Nobody Beats Our Quality, 
Service and Price!

Over•  5 Million New Customers 
 in the Last 2 Years!
1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee• 
No Hassle Return Policy!• 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!• 
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MOST VEHICLES!

 LOT NO. 
68053 

SAVE 
$40

 $999 

 1/2" DRIVE
TORQUE WRENCH 

REG. 
PRICE 

$32 .99 
ACCURACY 

WITHIN ±4%

LOT NO.  239 

NO GAS 
REQUIRED!

REG. PRICE $149.99
 $8999 

LOT NO. 
 98871 

 90 AMP FLUX 
WIRE WELDER 

  MECHANICS 
GLOVES 

LARGE
LOT NO.  68308 

MEDIUM
LOT NO.  68307 

X-LARGE
LOT NO.  68309 

 $999 REG. 
PRICE 

$14.99

YOUR 
CHOICE!

NEW!

REG. PRICE 
$89 .99 

 $3999 

 2 PIECE, 1500 LB. CAPACITY
VEHICLE DOLLIES 

LOT NO.  67338 

REG. PRICE $22 .99 
 $1299 

LOT NO. 47706
 3/8" AIR RATCHET WRENCH 

SAVE 
43%

 3 GALLON 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  95275 

REG. PRICE 
$74.99

 $3999 
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records set by world’s fastest man Craig Breedlove before it even went on 
sale — was beyond question. 

For a time, performance development, competition credentials and loud 
paint jobs kept on coming. A red-white-and-blue SS/AMX was created in 
association with aftermarket performance gurus at Hurst with the drag strip 
in mind, while a similarly patriotic Hurst SC/Rambler version of the Amer-
ican — with Sun column-mounted tach, T10 four-speed with Hurst link-
age and rear torque links from the AMX — was also offered for sale. (Two 
were even built with 4WD and competed in the Baja 500.) Rare in their 
day and scarcer now, both are highly valued by collectors, with a 1969 AMX 
390/340 SS Fastback Coupe in top condition worth $122,000.

In 1970, Mark Donohue and Roger Penske’s Sunoco Racing Team 
jettisoned Camaros to campaign Javelins. While the AMC performance 
reputation grew, the Rambler name was retired in the same year, though 
it would live on for a time in Australia and South Africa. 

As the new decade kicked off, AMC appeared to have gotten off to a 
good start, with Chapin Jr. cementing the Jeep deal and the Hornet sedan 
arriving in 1970 to replace the compact American. A pleasant-looking, 
modern design, it would soldier on in one form or another until AMC’s 
end. The radical-looking but conventionally engineered (and peculiarly 
named) Gremlin subcompact was extracted from the same design, by the 
notably cost-effective expedient of lopping off the Hornet’s rear end. Beat-
ing both the Vega and Pinto to market, its six-cylinder engine made it 
unique in the low-price field and, along with the Hornet (soon to be avail-
able as a hatch and a wagon), it would provide the bulk of AMC sales in the 
’70s, as the company’s larger and performance models went slowly into the 
night. Expect to pay around $13K for an excellent Gremlin today.

While the Jeep purchase quickly proved an astute one, AMC’s handle 
on the larger car market seemed to be slipping from its grip, though it could 
hardly be blamed for not making its large cars large enough. The Javelin 
grew in 1971, following the Mustang down Fatso Lane, while AMX became 
the name of an unremarkable trim line for the now-bloated sportster. 

The bulky new Matador sedans were deeply boring to look at, though a 
traffic-stopping Matador coupe would appear in 1974. Its curvy and not 
altogether handsome lines were meant to help it on the track, and they did. 
But though it was featured in a popular James Bond film, The Man with the 
Golden Gun, in which it turned into an airplane, and although Car and Driver 
anointed it as the best-styled car of 1974 (as a point of reference, 1973’s Hor-
net hatchback received similar plaudits from the magazine), the huge coupe 

the Pacer and Javelin (top) were both 
entertaining attempts to address two dif-
ferent markets — economy and perform-
ance — even though they were not great 
sellers. the Marlin hood emblem and 
auto matic shifter (above and right) have 
a distinct ‘60s feel. the Marlin, Pacer and 
gremlin (below) represented three radically 
different shapes from the same designer. 

1967 MArlin

1969 JAvelin sst 390/315

1970 AMX 390/325

1972 JAvelin sst

1973 greMlin X CouPe

1976 PACer dl CouPe 

1978 MAtAdor hArdtoP CouPe

$2,963 (base price)

$3,144 (base price)*

$3,789 (base price)*

$3,807 (base price)

$2,098 (base price) 

$3,499 (base price)

$4,799 (base price)

$23,100 (value today)

$33,900 (value today)

$55,000 (value today)

$22,400 (value today)

$11,700 (value today)

$15,100 (value today)

$12,500 (value today)

All current price estimates from the Hagerty Price Guide. Unless noted otherwise, base prices from The Standard Catalog of Cars.
*Price includes “Go” Package option.

AMC PriCing guide



appealed to few customers and can fairly be said to 
have short-circuited AMC’s upmarket ambitions. 
Having no body panels in common with its breth-
ren, it was large and strange and a costly bridge too 
far. Thank goodness for Jeep, whose Wagoneers, 
SJ Cherokees and CJs kept AMC ticking over. 

It was around this time the resources-poor com-
pany began experimenting with designer associa-
tions. An improbable red and green Adolfo Gucci 
interior was available to adorn Hornet Sportabouts, 
while Javelin buyers might opt for a Pierre Cardin 
trim whose black seats featured white, purple and 
red stripes that extended up the door panels and 
around the headliner. An equally lurid Oleg Cassini 

interior option did nothing to prevent the Matador 
coupe’s near-instant decline, and for those of a cer-
tain age, the optional Levi’s denim Gremlin interior 
remains the butt of jokes today. 

The Pacer of 1975 was, with its asymmetrical 
doors, perhaps the boldest of all AMC’s alchemical 
sleights of hand. With a 100-inch wheelbase, for 
a short car it was unusually comfortable for four 
on days its massive glass area hadn’t allowed the 
car to reach broiling temperature. It was aerody-
namic for its day, with rack-and-pinion steering 
and many forward-thinking safety features, and 
it was W-I-D-E at 80 inches. But it was heavy — 
close to 3,500 pounds fully dressed — with the 
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the Javelin included all of the de rigueur ‘60s touches, including optional vinyl roof and sporty steering wheel. right: All in a row at the gator lodge.

corporation’s boat-anchor-heavy 232-cid six 
pressed into service at the last minute when a 
GM-promised lightweight, rotary engine failed 
to materialize. Sales were surprisingly strong, 
double what AMC expected in 1975. This stroke 
of fortune was offset by declining interest in the 
Gremlin and Hornet and the cancellation 
(Ambassador, Javelin) or utter failure of every-
thing else (Matador). AMC’s days as a full-range 
carmaker were numbered. Soon enough, Pacer 
sales tanked, and while it was a well-intentioned 
car on many levels that is viewed nostal gically 
today, with prize examples selling for more than 
$13,000, it became in its own time an object of 
ridicule. The Pacer was the last car to be fully 
developed by AMC; a wagon followed. 

Last-gasp exercises saw AMC spiffing up 
the Hornet for 1978, rebadging it the Concord, 
and a refreshed Gremlin — now known as the 
Spirit — demonstrated again how much 
designer Teague could accomplish with noth-
ing. Chapin Jr. retired that year, to be succeeded 
by Gerald Meyers, who immediately began 
negotiations with Renault to develop a new line 
of cars. Strong sales of Jeeps kept the lights on, 
while AMC’s forays into four-wheel-drive pas-
senger cars, called Eagles, broke important new 
technical ground that won cultish, lifetime fans, 
but too few of them. 

In 1980, Renault purchased 25 percent of 
AMC and began selling its 18i, Fuego and LeCar 
at AMC dealers, while together the new partners 
developed the Alliance. Renault’s association 
with AMC did leave us the enduringly popular, 
right-sized Jeep Cherokee, which helped usher in 
the SUV era, but it was too little, too late. AMC 
was circling the drain. In 1987, Chrysler bought 
the ailing firm and after briefly flirting with the 
Renault/AMC-derived line they’d call Eagle, 
flushed away the lot, leaving only Jeep to meet 
the new millennium. The last of the indepen-
dents was gone, but not forgotten.
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Concept cars represent the most rarefied air in car collecting. Designed as turntable 
eye candy under the direction of people like GM’s Harley Earl, Chrysler’s Virgil Exner and Italy’s 
Nuccio Bertone, these creations helped establish the design vocabulary of the years to come — 
wraparound windshields, tailfins, sweepspears and bat wings.

But as collectible automobiles, concept cars are largely orphans, often without documenta-
tion and, more important, without parts. Their rarity and the degree of difficulty in terms of 
finding, obtaining, operating and restoring them have meant that very few collectors have 
ventured near one. 

But there are a few who have gone where others fear to tread. Meet Joe Bortz, Gordon Apker 
and Gary Kaberle.

Bortz is the king of the concepts. He has owned more than 25 American dream cars, including 
the ’53 Buick Wildcat I, ’54 Pontiac Bonneville 
Special, ’55 Chrysler Ghia Falcon, ’55 Chevrolet 
Biscayne, ’57 Chrysler Ghia Diablo, ’64 Pontiac 
Banshee and most recently the GM ’55 LaSalle II 
Roadster and Coupe.

The Chicago-area former pharmaceutical 
company owner and restaurateur didn’t necessarily 
set out to collect concept cars, but after stumbling 
across the ’54 Pontiac Bonneville Special and then 
the 1960 Pontiac X-400, the die was cast.

In the case of Bortz’s ’54 Bonneville Special, 
the car had been on display for 25 years in the 
Detroit Historical Museum. When a new curator 
took the car off the floor, the owner who loaned 
the car to the museum was so incensed he 
decided to sell it. “Everyone thought the car 
would never be for sale,” Bortz says. “Well, he 
told a friend who told another friend and word 
eventually passed to me. So I bought the car.”

It is completely original, other than the 
rebuilding of the carburetors, which had to be 
painted to match the originals. “Half the air in 
the tires is from 1954,” Bortz says.

“I’d like to be able to tell you that I am some 
type of genius, that I found the cars and had a 
plan already laid out before my eyes,” Bortz says. 
“What happened was that I found pieces of his-
tory and I didn’t want them to be lost.”

Bortz, who has won visionary awards from 
both Pebble Beach and GM, credits research, vis-
ibility, persistence and patience as key attributes 

for collecting concept cars. He likens the process to archeologists exploring Egyptian tombs. 
“Let’s say you run across a vase and it’s in pieces and you don’t know what to do with it,” Bortz 
says. “So you put it in a bag and put it on the shelf and let it sit for a few years. Then someone 
comes along with a sketch for the vase and you see what you have to do to put it together.”

That’s pretty much what happened with his two LaSalles. After picking up the pieces of the GM 
LaSalle Roadster in 1988 from the Warhoops salvage yard in Sterling Heights, Michigan, Bortz says, 
“We were on our hands and knees scraping through the soil when we found the glove box door.”

On that same trip, Bortz acquired the hulk of the Chevy Biscayne, LaSalle Sedan and a 1956 
Cadillac Town Car. He trucked them to his garage near Chicago and they sat for years before he 
knew what to do with them.

Kind
1of a

Collecting concept cars requires a fortitude all its own, 
but the rewards are rich — and not always financial.

By JERRy BURTon
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the Joe bortz collection includes this 1955 Chevrolet biscayne (1), the 1953 
Motorama Pontiac Parisienne (2), the 1957 Chrysler ghia diablo (3), the 
1955 gM lasalle ii roadster (4) and the 1953 Motorama buick wildcat (5). 
the 1955 Alfa romeo bAt 9 concept car (6), formerly owned by dr. gary 
Kaberle of traverse City, Michigan, now sits in the blackhawk Museum in 
California. All are original period photos.
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One of Bortz’s strategies was to stay visible and 
on good terms with key people inside the auto 
companies, such as Dave Holls at GM. “The way 
I became so popular at GM was that I was saving 
their history at my expense,” Bortz says. “The Bis-
cayne, for example, didn’t have a chassis, but one 
day I got a call from Larry Fallon at GM saying 
they found photographs of the chassis.” 

Likewise, Bortz got a call sometime later 
from Fallon with news of a recently discov-
ered microfiche file of the LaSalle dashboard, 
which provided perfect reference photos for 
the fabricators.

Bortz completed the restoration last year and 
showed it at the Concours d’Elegance of America 
at Meadow Brook Hall in July 2010. He is cur-
rently working on the LaSalle Roadster and Sedan.

Bortz also collects custom cars and motor-
cycles in addition to concept cars. He likes to boil 
down the appeal of collecting — whether it’s bot-
tle caps, beer cans, barbed wire or concept cars — 
to five simple words: “I have it, you don’t.”

Gordon Apker of Seattle is the former owner 
of the Olds F-88 concept car that stunned the 
world at Barrett-Jackson in 2005, selling for a 
then-unheard-of $3.4 million. Apker did not do 
the original restoration, but was faced with 
repairing the car after it was damaged in transit. 
Through a network of contacts, Apker was able 
to obtain some priceless drawings of the F-88 as 
well as many other materials, including a set of 
brass hubcaps that substantially increased the 
value of the car, despite a somewhat controversial 
history. The car now resides at the Gateway Auto 
Museum in Gateway, Colorado, as part of the 

collection of John Hendricks, founder of the 
Discovery Channel.

Apker also bought and restored the Ghia-
bodied Chrysler D’Elegance, which turned 
out to be a much simpler project. “The previ-
ous owner had butchered it up with a Chrysler 
440 V-8 and a console,” Apker says, “but for-
tunately, he kept all the original parts.

“Chrysler took a different approach to their 
concept cars,” Apker adds. “They either gave 
them away or turned them over to a dealer to sell.” 

For those pondering a purchase, Apker 
offers a reminder: “Buy them because you 
enjoy them and want to look at them, not 
because you want to drive them. These cars are 
largely styling exercises, not great road cars.”

Dr. Gary Kaberle of Traverse City, Michi-
gan, known affectionately as “BATMAN” in 
Alfa circles, actually came across the famed 
Alfa Romeo BAT 9 in a used car lot in Green-
ville, Michigan. “It was 1963 and I was 17 and 
selling popcorn to make money. Somehow I 
scraped up the cash to buy the car, which had 
12,000 miles on it.”

Because the BAT 9 was based on the Alfa 
1900 chassis, basic parts were at least accessible. 
“Everything was original,” Kaberle says. “I did 
little cosmetic things like dye the carpet and pol-
ish the leather, but nothing was in bad shape and 
I never had much trouble getting it running. 

“Driving it was like driving a sculpture. I 
attracted so much attention that each gas stop 
was a half hour. It made me feel special as a 
kid. I loved it.”

Owning a concept car like BAT 9 opened 
up a whole new world for Kaberle. Over time, 
he became well known within Alfa circles and 
made frequent trips to Italy. He held onto the 
BAT 9 until 1989, when he had to sell the car to 
finance his wife’s cancer surgery. The car is cur-
rently in the Blackhawk Museum in California.

For Kaberle, the rich connections he estab-
lished in owning the BAT 9 led him to com-
mission his own BAT car. The BAT 11 was 
shown at the Geneva Auto Show in 2008 to 
rave reviews. While the original BAT 11 was a 
mock-up, Kaberle hopes to build a limited 
number of production cars, perhaps with a 
hybrid powertrain, and use part of the pro-
ceeds to finance breast cancer research.

For Kaberle, as well as Bortz and Apker, 
owning a concept car was a life-changer. If you 
enjoy the limelight you can certainly bask in it, 
and a dream car in your collection is almost a 
sure invitation to a concours d’elegance. Says 
Bortz: “When you achieve the recognition of 
your peers at places like Pebble Beach or 
Meadow Brook, you experience moments you 
live for all your life.”

bortz also owns a 1954 Pontiac bonneville (1), a 1955 
Chrysler ghia Falcon (2) and a 1964 Pontiac banshee (3). 
the 1954 oldsmobile F-88 (4), formerly owned by gordon 
Apker, was sold at barrett-Jackson for $3.4 million in 2005.1
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Joe Bortz likes to boil 
down the appeal of 

collecting — whether it’s 
bottle caps, beer cans, barbed 

wire or concept cars   —  
to five simple words:  
“I have it, you don’t.”
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• Includes 0.023” steel mig wire,
gas regulator and instructions

MIG 135 WELDER
110 VOLT

Item# 12011

MIG WELDERS
STARTING AT

$33999
+FREE SHIPPING*+FREE SHIPPING*

MIG WELDERS
STARTING AT

FREE SHIPPING
Until October 31st*

PMS 288C
C 100 
M 67
Y 0
K 23

Cool Gray 9C 
C 29
M 23
Y 16
K 51

eastwood.com/HGTY911  |  800-343-9353

ORDER ALL OF THESE PRODUCTS AND MORE ONLINE TODAY:

Visit eastwood.com/HGTY911 or call 800-343-9353
*Use Source Code: HGTY0911 (Free Shipping offer applies to listed MIG welder products ONLY. Free Shipping limited
 to Continental US. Some exclusions may apply. Offer expires October 31st 2011.)

PMS 288C
C 100 
M 67
Y 0
K 23

Cool Gray 9C 
C 29
M 23
Y 16
K 51

Since 1978

FULLY
LOADED!

  FREE**

SPOOL GUN!
for welding
aluminum

for welding
aluminum

ONLY

+FREE
     SHIPPING*

$65499

MIG 175 WELDER
220 VOLT KIT

• INCLUDES CART & AUTO-DARKENING HELMET

• Also includes 0.030” solid mig wire, 0.030 solid
aluminum wire, gas regulator, and instruction book

• 175 amp output / 20% duty cycle at 90amp

• FREE Spool gun for welding aluminum,
14 gauge to 1/4” aluminum plate

• Weld 24-gauge to 5/16” mild steel and stainless

• Comparable to similar welder kits over $800!

Standard with
all MIG Welders:
• 3 year mfg. warranty backed by

Eastwood’s no hassle return policy.
• Precision drive motor with infi nitely

adjustable wire speed and heat settings.

• Industry standard replacement
parts – Tweco® style guns.

• READY TO GO! All you need
is a bottle of CO2/Argon.

Item# 12472

MIG 135 WELDER
110 VOLT

Item# 12011

Industry standard replacement
parts – Tweco® style guns.

READY TO GO! All you need
is a bottle of CO2/Argon. DIY

PRICED!

ONLY

+FREE
     SHIPPING*

$33999

COMPARE TO HAMMER &
DOLLY SETS OVER $200!
• Chrome-moly steel &

strong fiberglass
handles

• Perfect for
high-end
general body
repair & custom
metal-working

BEST VALUE IN PRO HAMMER/DOLLY SETS

7-PIECE PRO HAMMER
AND DOLLY SET

ONLY

STOP RUST FROM 
THE INSIDE

Internal Frame Coating
w/Conical Spray Nozzle
• Formulated to convert & encapsulate

the rust INSIDE your frame

• Protects from future corrosion

• “Conical nozzle” yields complete
coverage when sprayed

• 2-3 cans for car frames

• 3+ cans for truck and large
vehicle frames!

EXCLUSIVE EASTWOOD RUST PRODUCT!EXCLUSIVE EASTWOOD RUST PRODUCT!

ONLY

$1999
Item# 12515

ORDER ALL OF THESE PRODUCTS AND MORE ONLINE TODAY:

Visit eastwood.com/HGTY911 or call 800-343-9353

DOLLY SETS OVER $200!
Chrome-moly steel &
strong fiberglass

Perfect for

general body
repair & custom
metal-working

PRICE
REDUCED!

$99 99

Item# 11979

WAS $15999



If you had to pIck 
the ultImate 

collector car 
from ford 
or chevy, 

what would It be? 
PHoToGRAPHy By EvAn KLEIn

  2009 Corvette 
Z06

  2009 Shelby 
gT500 kr

  1915 Ford  
Model T

  1915 Chevy 490

  1959 Ford 
galaxie Sunliner

  1959 impala 
Convertible

  1955 Ford  
Fairlane

  1955 Chevy  
Bel air

  2006 Ford gT
 

  2009 Corvette 
Zr1

  1971 Chevelle 
lS6

  1971 Ford  
Torino gT

  1967 Camaro 
Z28

  1967 Mustang 
gT

  1957 Ford 
Thunderbird

  1957 Corvette 
Fuelie

  1963 Shelby 
Cobra 289

  1963 Corvette 
Z06 

  1969 Boss 302 
Mustang

  1969 Camaro 
Z28

  1957 Chevy  
Bel air

  1957 Ford 
Fairlane

  1932 Chevy 
Confederate

  1932 Model B 
roadster

  1966 Shelby 
427 Cobra

  1967 Corvette 
l88

  1940 Ford 
Coupe

  1941 Chevy 
Coupe

Baddest  of them all 
r o u n d  o n e

✗

✗

✗ ✗ ✗

✗

✗ ✗

✗

✗

✗

✗

✗ ✗
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It’s the oldest and most heated rivalry in America. The battle for sales 
supremacy. The battle for bragging rights. The war has been raging on every 
product front for almost 100 years now, with Chevrolet about to celebrate 
its 100th anniversary this November, some eight years after Ford.

These two companies have produced the bread and butter of the collector 
car market for decades. But if you had to choose just one car from the countless 
Model T’s, Model A’s, Bel Airs, Impalas, Thunderbirds, Corvettes, Mustangs, 
Cobras and Camaros, what would it be? Not just on merit, but pure desire.

There is only one way to decide this: a modified NCAA bracket-
style contest with similar models going up against each other. So we 
nominated 32 cars and seeded them in four divisions of eight cars each, 
with similar cars paired together. To advance, a car must beat its cross-
town rival. It will come down to a Sweet 16, Elite 8, Final 4 and overall 
champion — the baddest of them all. 

To decide something as important as this, we needed the opinions of 
experts. So we created a panel that includes Automobile’s Jean Jennings, 
Car and Driver’s Eddie Alterman, Road & Track’s Matt DeLorenzo, 
AutoWeek’s Wes Raynal, Car and Driver’s Don Sherman, automotive 
historian Ken Gross, Hagerty Price Guide’s Dave Kinney, and Hagerty 
CEO McKeel Hagerty. In the first round, each judge is given a random 
two pairings. In the second round, each judge receives one pairing, and 
the third and final rounds are decided by a group vote.

Round one
Because similar cars are seeded together, we know some important cars 
are going to go down in a hurry. And sure enough, after the dust clears, 

cars like the ’57 Thunderbird, ’65 Impala SS, ’06 Ford GT, ’67 Camaro 
Z28, ’71 Ford Torino GT, ’69 Mustang Boss 302, ’71 Camaro SS 396, 
even a pair of mighty mid-year Corvettes — the ’63 Corvette Z06 and 
the ’67 L88 roadster — are sitting on the side of the road. Here are 
some of the voting highlights.

In choosing the Cobra 289 over the Z06, Don Sherman opines: 
“What’s to choose? Aluminum versus plastic body? Open roadster ver-
sus a coupe with next to no rear view? A 4:1 rarity ratio in favor of the 
Cobra? Even though I own a mid-year Corvette, simple logic forces me 
to pick the Cobra.”

In a tough draw, Eddie Alterman gives the nod to the ’69 Camaro 
Z28 over the ’69 Mustang Boss 302. “True, the Boss 302 took some of 
the wind out of the Z28’s sails in the ’69 Trans-Am season,” Alterman 
says. “But the Z28 was the T.A. icon, courtesy of Roger Penske, Mark 
Donohue and the trick of dropping the 283 crank into the 327 block to 
meet the series’ cubic-inch limit.”

McKeel Hagerty picks the Galaxie 500 Coupe over the Impala. 
“To me the roof lines and road stance scream muscle with style,” 
Hagerty says.

Jean Jennings chooses the 427 Cobra roadster over the L88 Corvette 
convertible, saying: “That Cobra speaks to me right in the ol’ rib cage. 
Makes me feel insane when I drive it.”

Dave Kinney’s pairing is between the ’59 Ford Galaxie Sunliner con-
vertible and the bat-winged ’59 Impala. “For 59, I’d give it to the Chevy, 
but not by much as I like them both.”

Ken Gross gives the nod to the ’67 Mustang Fastback over the origi-
nal 1967 Camaro Z28, explaining: “I like the restyled, meaner-looking 
Mustang GT here. The ’67 is better-looking than the original Mustang, 
and with the 390 option, and the Competition Handling Package, it 
had beaucoup punch plus some road agility.”

  1965 impala SS
 

  1965 galaxie 
500 Coupe

  1971 Mustang 
Mach 1 429

  1971 Camaro SS 
396

  2009 Shelby 
gT500kr

  1915 Ford  
Model T

  1959 impala 
Convertible

  1955 Chevy  
Bel air

  1971 Chevelle 
lS6

  2009 Corvette 
Zr1

  1967 Mustang 
gT

  1957 Corvette 
Fuelie

  1963 Shelby 
Cobra 289

  1969 Camaro 
Z28

The PanelisTs

EddiE AltErmAn 
is the editor of 
Car and Driver.

mAtt dElorEnzo 
is the vice 
president and 
editor-in-chief 
of Road & 
Track.

KEn Gross 
is a regular 
contributor 
to Hagerty 
magazine and 
many other 
publications.

mcKEEl HAGErty 
is the chief 
executive 
officer for 
Hagerty 
Insurance.

Jean Jennings 
is the president 
and editor-
in-chief of 
Automobile 
magazine.

dAvE KinnEy 
is the editor of 
Hagerty Price 
Guide.

WEs rAynAl 
is the editor 
of AutoWeek 
magazine.

don sHErmAn 
is the technical 
director for Car 
and Driver.

Ford vs. Chevy

r o u n d  t w o

✗✗

✗✗

✗

✗

✗
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  1957 Chevy  
Bel air

  1932 Model B 
V-8 roadster

  1966 Shelby 
427 Cobra

  1940 Ford 
Coupe

  1971 Mustang 
Mach 1 429

  1965 galaxie 
500 Coupe

  1915 Ford  
Model T

  1959 impala 
Convertible

  1971 Chevelle 
lS6

  1957 Corvette 
Fuelie

  1969 Camaro 
Z28

  1932 Model B 
V-8 roadster

  1966 Shelby 
427 Cobra

  1971 Mustang 
Mach 1 429

The SweeT 16
Sixteen cars are left. The vagaries of bracket competition mean that each 
new pairing won’t necessarily be Ford versus Chevy. That is the case as 
the 1915 Model T goes up against the hottest new Shelby Mustang, the 
GT500 KR, and beats it. Says Eddie Alterman: “While the Shelby might 
represent the terminus of usable Ford performance, the Model T saved us 
from looking at the back end of a horse, so there’s that.”

Don Sherman does equal damage to Chevy’s newest supercar, the 
2009 Corvette ZR1, which does battle against the Chevelle LS6. “In the 
auto-biblical context, the Corvette is a Second Coming while the Chevelle 
is Exodus,” Sherman says. “The big-block, mid-size Chevy wins.” 

Perhaps the biggest surprise of the second round is the unenviable 
decision made by Ken Gross in picking the ’59 Impala convertible over 
the ’55 Chevy. Says Gross: “The ’55 had the egg-crate grille, V-8, etc., 
but park a ’59 next to a ’55 today, and for me it’s no contest.”

Another tough pairing is drawn by Matt DeLorenzo, who is faced 
with the ’57 Chevy Bel Air versus the ’32 Ford V-8 Roadster. “I’d have 

to go with the ’32 Ford, a classic that has spawned many great hot rods.” 
Wes Raynal has the audacity to kick out the ’63 289 Cobra in favor of a ’69 
Camaro Z28. “I’ve always wanted one,” Raynal says. 

The eliTe eighT
With some absolutely great cars out of the action, the drama continues 
in the Elite Eight, where survival depends on the support of a majority 
of judges, not just individual whims. The eight survivors include four 
Chevys — the ’59 Impala Convertible, ’57 Corvette Fuelie, ’69 Camaro 
Z28 and ’71 Chevelle LS6 — and four Fords — the ’32 Ford V-8 Road-
ster, ’66 427 Cobra, 1915 Model T and ’71 Mach 1 Mustang 429.

Going down hard are the Model T, Mustang, Z28 and LS6.
In choosing the Ford flathead V-8 over the Z28, Ken Gross remarks: 

“I’ve never met a real hot rodder who didn’t want a deuce roadster. The 
hoarse cough of that flathead starter, the rumble of the steelpacks and the 
whine from the blower are a few of my favorite sounds. I like the ’69 Z28, 
but versus a deuce, for me it’s no contest.”

In defending his choice of the ’57 Cor-
vette Fuelie over the LS6, Sherman says, 
“There were no LS6 Chevelles sold to the 
public, though 14 were allegedly built for 
some unspecified special purposes. No mat-
ter. The first fuelie Corvette wins.”

The Final FouR and Champion
And now there are four: the ’59 Impala 
convertible, the ’57 Corvette Fuelie, the ’32 
Ford V-8 roadster and the ’66 427 Cobra. 
It’s Ford on Ford: Cobra vs ’32 roadster; and 
Chevy on Chevy: ’57 Fuelie vs. ’59 Impala.

While the Vette trounces the Impala by a 
vote of eight-zip, the Cobra ties the ’32 Road-
ster with four votes each. The honorable Wil-
liam Jeanes, former editor-in-chief of Car and 
Driver, is called in to tip the scales. “Imagine 
a hedgehog and a leopard sitting side by side,” 
says Jeanes. “That’s why the 427 Cobra whips 
the opposition.” We also compare cumulative 
votes for the Cobra vs. the ’32 and find that 
the Cobra wins on that basis as well.

So now it’s Cobra vs. Corvette for the 
baddest of them all. “The Cobra takes it all,” 
Hagerty says. “The 427 makes it the bad 
boy, badass, take-all-comers winner.”

Meanwhile, Eddie Alterman and Matt 
DeLorenzo opt for the Corvette. 

“Cobra, Cobra, COBRA,” Kinney testi-
fies. “The heavyweight champ.” 

“The Corvette wins by default,” Sherman 
notes. “Sure the Cobra is quicker, rarer (if the 
real deal) and worth more to collectors. But 
the Corvette’s purity is intact. This is the car 
that kicked off Corvette’s road racing suc-
cess. It proved that Corvette could sustain an 
enthusiastic clientele. There are no clones.”

So here we are: the baddest of them all 
goes to the badass 427 Cobra. Earning the 
last word here is Automobile’s Jennings: 
“The Cobra reminds me of myself — a real 
Rubens nude with a big motor.”

Priceless.

  1957 Corvette 
Fuelie

  1959 impala 
Convertible

  1932 Model B V-8 
roadster

  1966 Shelby 
427 Cobra

✗

 1957 Corvette Fuelie vs.  1966 Shelby 427 Cobra✗

r o u n d  t h r e e r o u n d  f o u r

t h e  w i n n e r :

✗

✗

✗

✗✗✗

✗✗
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new experiences
M a n  a g a i n s t  t h e  o D D s

Lots
of
troubLe,
usuaLLy
serious?

e wanted me to wear a powder 
blue polyester leisure suit. When I refused, he suggested I wear a tux 
and channel Roger Moore as 007. I declined again. Dangerous stuff 
refusing your boss. But I was safe from retribution; I’d agreed to deliver 
his 33-year-old Lotus almost 1,000 miles, and if that isn’t a kiss up the 
hierarchy ladder, nothing is. 

The adventure began when Classic Motorsports’ Andy Reid told 
Rob Sass about a low-mileage Lotus Esprit for sale near my home. It 
showed 27,000 miles, wore mostly original paint and was remarkably 

unmolested in all its 1970s 
wedge-shaped glory. Seeing it, I 
lost all sense and offered to drive 
it from eastern Pennsylvania to 
St. Louis. Soon I found myself 
selecting tools, ordering spares 
(including a fire extinguisher 
from Griot’s Garage) and 
raising credit card limits.

By JonATHAn A. STEIn >> PHoToGRAPHy By JAy TEXTER

StickS and StoneS can break my boneS
Growing up, I heard that Ford stood for “Found On Road Dead” or 
“Fix Or Repair Daily” and everybody knew that FIAT stood for “Fix It 
Again Tony.” Lotus fared worse, tarred with “Lots Of Trouble, Usually 
Serious,” which was often true.

When Sass pulled the trigger, we agreed that driving 960 miles in a 
car known for brilliant engineering and legendary unreliability would be 
the perfect opportunity for a story. Would this fragile car last the distance? 

When I arrived at Possum Hollow Motorsports in Phoenixville, 
Pennsylvania, the engine cover was off due to a slipped timing belt and a 
damaged radiator overflow tank that was still being welded. Shop owner 
Bill Boys didn’t know whether the running problems had been resolved 
with rebuilt carbs and a new timing belt or if the trip could even launch. 

all SyStemS go?
Boys and mechanic Gary Visher explained the starting procedures, and 
I fired up the Esprit and headed out with videographer Jon Ryan. He 
balked when I vetoed plugging his camera into the Lotus cigarette lighter, 
lest we tempt fate. At the closest Sunoco station I uncapped both tank 
fillers. Immediately, a young man with a big Kawasaki told me I had 
parked on the wrong side of the pump. He blushed when I explained the 
twin tanks. After a quick video and photo shoot on some of the amazing 
roads in Pennsylvania’s Berks County, it was time to pack for an early start. 

WeStWard ho
At 6:30 a.m. I was out checking the oil 
and water. Next it was time to wake the 
neighbors, but when I turned the key the 
only sounds were my salty ravings. The 
second attempt worked and the twin-cam 
four sprang to life. 

As photographer Jay Texter and I 
slammed the doors, we were showered by 
particles of headliner, which continued 
with every bump. Had I smeared my bald 
pate with honey, the gray dust would have 
given me a hairpiece of sorts. Heading 
west on the Pennsylvania Turnpike, we 

settled in at 3,000 rpm, which equated to 65.5 mph, although it read 
closer to 70. Surprisingly we attracted little attention from other drivers 
or from troopers, especially considering the temporary Missouri tags.

Before long the phone rang — hands free — and it was new Lotus 
owner Sass. He was like an expectant father: Gas mileage? Public 
response? How did it feel? With no water to boil for the baby, I asked 
him to find us a lunch stop and lodging.

When we first stopped for fuel the starter played coy again, but 
finally came through. Then, after a photo stop under some gritty 

Philadelphia

Columbus

Indianapolis

St. Louis

Facing page: stein was 
right at home in the 
lotus. the photo stop 
under a bridge in belle 
vernon, Pennsylvania, 
happened to coincide 
with a good lunch. this 
page: stein was fastidi-
ous about checking fluids 
at every stop. A small 
herd of cows in oley, 
Pennsyl vania, paid little 
attention to the lotus, 
which was dwarfed by an 
illinois grain elevator.

h
Two days, 960 miles, a 
1978 lotuS eSprit S2 
and plenTy of anxieTy
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bridges in Belle Vernon, Pennsylvania — 
where Rob had directed us for lunch — I 
thought the starter had expired for good. 
The oil pressure at idle also worried me. 

We had a great lunch and a photo 
shoot at the local cigar shop, where we 
were welcomed like great adventurers, 
and I called Esprit oracle Tony Krncevic, 
who recommended thumping the starter 
with a hammer. 

Back on the road, I was keeping a close 
eye on the oil pressure, which — as the 
day warmed — dropped below 20 at idle. 
By late afternoon we were nearing Columbus, Ohio. Driving alone, I 
found the car moving around on me thanks to the drafts of passing 
trucks, sensitive steering and incorrect rear tires. As I stopped, a camera 

appeared in my face: “What’s the matter; why is the car wandering?” 
Dyspeptically, I suggested that the videographer shut it down. 

non Starter
With the starter still a problem, I called ace British car wrench Tucker 
Madawick in Bloomington, Indiana. He called back and said there 
wasn’t a starter within 200 miles but offered to attempt a field repair. 
Fearing being marooned with an eviscerated starter, I felt it better to 
bump start the car. Decision made, I felt better and let Texter drive, 
but not before 70ish Dave Cobbs — who admitted to being most 
at home on a bar stool — admired the Lotus, but said the Marcasite 
interior fabric “looks like casket lining.” When Sass called and asked 
how it was going, I replied, “Good. I haven’t shoved the camera up the 
videographer yet.” I forgot a mini-cam was running. 

Next I confirmed with the picturesque Springs Motel in Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, where Sass had booked rooms. The clerk asked if I was 

“calling from a washing machine.” After a 
quick stop I took the wheel again in a light 
rain. Just as we were getting ready to push, 
the starter kicked in. 

After a great dinner at the Sunrise Café 
in Yellow Springs, we called it a night. In the 
morning, I checked the oil and coolant and 
used the gentle slope of the drive to bypass 
the starter. In the cool, damp weather, the 
oil pressure was great, and we headed for 
downtown Richmond, Indiana. The car 
attracted minimal interest, though three 
creepers I wouldn’t let near my daughter 
thought it was a “Lambo.” Continuing 
west on Route 40 we stopped for gas 
and attracted another crowd — of three. 

new experiences
M a n  a g a i n s t  t h e  o D D s

left to right, top to 
bottom: stein and the 

lotus reach st. louis, but 
along the way the pair 

stopped at lumpy’s Café, 
spent the night in yellow 

springs, ohio, checked 
out a smoke shop in 

belle vernon, Pennsyl-
vania, and shot video in 
oley, Pennsyl vania. but 

the culmination was 
handing the keys to 

new owner sass.

our Lotus adventure was captured on video, from picking up the car to the final 
moments in St. Louis. To see the short movie, go to hagerty.com/lotustrip.
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For breakfast we were directed to Lumpy’s in nearby 
Cambridge City, where two elderly ladies watched 
us park. The welcome was warm as it turned out the 
owners of the restaurant were Hagerty clients. 

Pressing on, the rain intensified, the winds increased 
and the temperature plummeted. Stopping in a rest 
area, the Lotus also lured in a Hagerty client who had 
just bought a DeLorean. Back on the highway we 
found a grain elevator in Casey, Illinois. As hail mixed 
with rain, a man generously allowed us to shoot on 
his property. Under glowering skies, our Rodgers and 
Hammersteinian vision of America’s heartland gave way 
to a more post-apocalyptic version. We worked quickly 
as Texter’s fingers threatened to freeze to the camera.

meet me in St. louiS
Back in the Lotus, Texter shivered as the anemic fan 
struggled to clear the windshield, much less thaw 
his digits. With strong oil pressure and a clean Lotus 
just a memory, we were a scant 137 miles from target 
and could see the sky brightening in the west. At our 
final gas stop in Vandalia, Illinois, a man who didn’t 
know what the Lotus was just had to sit in it. While 

there, videographer Ryan set a rendezvous point with 
expectant father Sass, but first, the Arch. 

Although Sass was wary of us risking stricken East 
St. Louis, Ryan insisted it would be safe. We soon found 
ourselves driving past the Casino Queen, through a 
small water hazard and up a track paved with gravel the 
size of railroad ballast. The wind was howling, but the 
sky was blue and the sun was shining with the famous 
Gateway Arch in the background. We had made it 960 
miles through rain, hail and high winds. 

Leaving the photo op we hit heavy traffic, but the oil 
pressure was strong even standing still. To our dismay, 
Sass beat us to the meeting point, so I had to hang back 
while the photographers set up. He was impressed, but 
still insisted I kiss the Missouri tarmac. Because I hadn’t 
been forced to wear a leisure suit, I was happy to comply. 

As for new owner Sass, he’s delighted with his 
now 28,000-mile Lotus. But he sold the car short by 
dubbing the story “Lots of Trouble, Usually Serious.” 
For even suggesting the title, he deserves a lengthy 
time-out. Instead, he ended up with a great original-
paint, original-interior Lotus Esprit that starts if you 
persevere and runs like a bear. 

new experiences
M a n  a g a i n s t  t h e  o D D s

Stopping pointS

speers street grill
Belle vernon, Pennsylvania
speersstreetgrill.com

springs Motel 
yellow Springs, ohio
thespringsmotel.com

sunrise Café 
yellow Springs, ohio
sunrisecafe-ys.com

lumpy’s Café 
Cambridge City, Indiana
(765) 478-6510

LotuS AdviSorS

Art Mason, Macungie, 
Pennsylvania

Bill Boys & Gary visher, 
Possum Hollow 
Motorsports, 
Phoenixville, 
Pennsylvania
possumhollow-
motorsports.com

Imagine that you were examining artifacts in the Smithsonian Institution
and you found a never-seen-before sketch for the largest and highest 
denomination American coin ever proposed. 

That’s precisely what happened when a coin expert was exploring the 
collection at this celebrated public institution not long ago.

To his own surprise, the numismatist found the original-design concept
for a one hundred dollar denomination created by George T. Morgan, 
arguably the greatest American coin designer. These sketches, hidden
within an original sketchbook for nearly a century, represent perhaps 
the grandest American coin ever proposed—the $100 Union™.
George T. Morgan will always be remembered for his most famous coin,
the Morgan silver dollar. Until recently, the world knew nothing of 
Morgan’s larger and higher denomination $100 Union concept design.
The secret’s out! 

For a limited time, you can secure the world’s first and only $100 Union™
Proof struck in pure .999 silver at our special price of only $99 (plus
S&H). Call today!

Introducing the coin 
that never was.

1-800-563-6468 Offer code: MUS124
New York Mint, 14101 Southcross Dr. W.,

Burnsville, MN 55337

This is not a reproduction…
this is the first-time ever
Morgan $100 Union™ design
struck as a silver proof.

A portion of the sales proceeds from your purchase of this licensed product supports the chartered educational purposes of 
the National Numismatic Collection, housed in the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History.

©2011 New York Mint, Ltd. New York Mint is a private company and is not affiliated with the United States Mint. 
This Silver Proof is not legal tender and the U.S. Mint has not endorsed it nor the New York Mint.

Smithsonian Institution®
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We’ve always done our 

best thinking in our cars. 

Maybe that’s why Hagerty has 

become the largest agency 

for collector cars in the world. 

From comprehensive insurance 

options to hobby resources and 

advocacy, we provide you with 

a wealth of resources to help 

you get the most enjoyment 

out of your investment. To � nd 

out what that means to you, 

give us a call at 800-922-4050 

or visit us at Hagerty.com.

The Classic Car 
Insurance Specialists
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e v e r y t h i n g  i n  i ts  p l a c e
essential collector

you’re reading this, your garage is probably more than 

a place to store cars. It has to be a work area, a show-

case, a parts repository and a great place to hang out. 

A little foresight in space planning will reap big divi-

dends. If you just want a location to park your toys, 

this article isn’t for you. But if you work on your car(s), 

service and clean them, you’ll need a properly outfit-

ted workspace, with a workbench, and plenty of acces-

sible storage space for spare parts, tools, cleaning 

products and lubricants. 

Even if you have an enormous garage it can be a 

challenge to store tools, parts and accessories neatly and 

safely so that you have room to park your cars and work 

on them. It’s not just about having everything neatly put 

away. you need to be able to find the right tool, part or 

accessory at a moment’s notice. Even better, if tools are 

properly stowed, they’re always ready to use, and there’s 

no likelihood they will fall and damage a car.

Before you start developing a new 

garage space, or improving what you have, 

eliminate anything superfluous. over time, as 

you own different cars, random spare parts, 

wheels, tires and even special tools will pile 

up, taking up valuable space. decide what 

you have to have and how often you use it. If 

you really don’t need something, get rid of it. 

Use the money to finance your next project.

Garage storage types can take many forms: 

rolling or fixed-metal cabinets for tools, steel 

storage lockers, wood-and-glass cabinets to 

>> By KEn GRoSS

a pockeT Guide To 

sTor aGe solu Tions

if
makinG The mosT 

of The space 

you’ve GoT

PH
o

To
S 

C
o

U
R

TE
Sy

 G
R

Io
T’

S 
G

A
R

A
G

E
 (2

)

1013⁄16

101⁄2

103⁄4
107⁄8

1013⁄16

101⁄2

103⁄4
107⁄8

81 ⁄4

8
81 ⁄8

77 ⁄8
73 ⁄4

75 ⁄8

83 ⁄8

81 ⁄4

8
81 ⁄8

77 ⁄8
73 ⁄4

75 ⁄8

83 ⁄8

81 ⁄4 8
81 ⁄8

77 ⁄8
73 ⁄4

75 ⁄8

83 ⁄8

81 ⁄48
81 ⁄8

77 ⁄8
73 ⁄4

75 ⁄8

83 ⁄8

107⁄8

101⁄2

1013⁄16103⁄4

107⁄8

101⁄2

1013⁄16
103⁄4

01_B_I_V = Live Area: 7 x 10, 7x10 Magazine Master, 1 Page, Installment, Vertical

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

01-12716-001-E54041

©2010 BGE  01-12716-001-BI

Price

❏

Logo &

Address

❏

Job
Code

❏

Tracking
Code

❏

Yellow
Snipe

❏

Shipping
Service

❏
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RESERVATION APPLICATION                        SEND NO MONEY NOW

Exceptional Value; Satisfaction Guaranteed
Available in four sizes, this stylish leather jacket is affordably price at 
$199*, payable in fi ve easy installments of $39.80 each, and backed by 
our 30-day guarantee. To acquire yours, send no money now; just return 
the Reservation Application.  But hurry... this is a limited-time offer! 

                                                                                                

YES.  Please reserve the “Ford Mustang®: Untamed American 
Spirit” Men’s Leather Jacket for me as described in this 
announcement. I’ve checked my size preference below.

Please Respond Promptly

❑ M(38-40) 01-12716-011  ❑ L(42-44) 01-12716-012  

❑ XL(46-48) 01-12716-013  ❑ XXL(50-52) 01-12716-014

*Plus $14.99 shipping and service. Please allow 4 to 8 weeks after the fi rst payment 
for shipment. All sales are subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Finished with a sculpted 
metal Mustang zipper pull

www.bradfordexchange.com/mustangleather

Full-color imagery of classic Ford 
Mustangs are captured 
for all time on the back

Rugged mid-weight leather jacket 
in sizes M to XXL 

Ford Mustang medallion logo fi nely 
embroidered on the front

Ford Oval and nameplates are registered trademarks owned and 
licensed by Ford Motor Company, Manufactured by The Bradford Group.

Wrap Yourself in a High Octane Tribute 
to the Great American Pony Car

Bred for performance, power and sleek beauty, Ford’s proud line of Mustangs® are the 
quintessential pony car.  People were so passionate for the original 1964 Ford Mustang 
that 22,000 were ordered the first day it was on the market. Now, you can show 
your appreciation for these iconic road machines with the “Ford Mustang®: Untamed 
American Spirit” Men’s Leather Jacket—an exclusive custom design available only from 
The Bradford Exchange.
 In honor of these spirited pony cars, our classic black bomber jacket features 
striking images across the back shoulder of three different first generation Ford 
Mustangs—the hugely popular 1964½ Mustang convertible, the 1969 Mustang Boss 
429, and the 1970 Mustang MACH 428 Cobra Jet. Boldly embroidered on the front 
of the jacket is the classic Ford Mustang logo.  The waist-length, full cut with knit 
cuffs and waistband provide the perfect fit, and the interior polyester lining adds 
greater breathability and comfort. Wear it wherever the road leads and make a 
bold statement!

The “Ford Mustang®: 
Untamed American Spirit”

Men’s Leather Jacket

The “Ford Mustang®: 
Untamed American Spirit”

Men’s Leather Jacket

A Custom-crafted
Design Exclusive
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Design Exclusive

A LIMITED TIME 
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ANYWHERE ELSE!
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ANYWHERE ELSE!
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the key to avoiding clutter is to stow loose 
items in cabinets, storage bins and peg boards 
for easy access. 
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Truly
Unique

Receive a 
$50 Stauer Gift 

Coupon with the 
purchase of the 
Guitar Watch

As a kid, I stood hypnotized in front of
the guitar shop window. I stared at the

Gibsons, Fenders, Rickenbackers and Les
Pauls, lined up like lacquered mahogany
and maple trophies. With their smooth
curves, each one could produce hot licks,
reverb and a wailing solo. The six string 
guitar is the heart of rock and roll. I’m
proud to say that today I feel the same way
about the new Stauer 6-String timepiece.  

We wanted to give our favorite vintage 
electric guitars their due with an impressive
timepiece that captures the excitement 
of the golden years of rock and roll. 
The Stauer 6-String is a legendary 
timepiece with bold, head-turning design
and attitude to spare. It’s rebellious 
enough to feel like you’re getting away 
with something. 

Meet your new favorite rock star. My
only advice to the designers was to make a
watch that looks exactly like rock and roll
sounds. Big, bold and loud enough to wake
the neighbors. It should evoke images of
Bill Haley, Buddy Holly, The King and 
The Boss strumming crowds into a frenzy.

But it should also reverberate with the 
spirit of the world’s greatest rock guitar
gods like Jimi, Eric and Keith (who was 
featured on the cover of the Rolling Stone
magazine wearing a Stauer watch). As you
can see, the final product is worthy of a
standing ovation.   

It’s only rock and roll, but we like it.
One look at the Stauer 6-String voluptuous
stainless steel body will bring you right
back to the glory days of 45 and 33 rpm
records. The eye-catching shape of the case
recalls the round-bottomed bodies of the
greatest vintage electric guitars. 

The unique, ivory face features blue Roman
numerals on the left of the dial and bold
Arabic numbers on the right. Blued,
Breguet-style hands keep time while 
additional complications mark the day, 
date and month. A date window sits 
at the 3 o’clock position. Inside, the 
27-ruby-jewel movement utilizes an 
automatic self-winding mechanism that
never needs batteries. The watch secures
with a genuine black leather band and is
water-resistant to 3 ATMs.        

Guaranteed to rock your world. If you
aren’t fully impressed by the performance
and stage presence of the Stauer
6-String within 30 days, simply return the
watch for a full refund of the purchase
price. The unique design of the 6-String
limits our production to only 4,995 pieces,
so don’t hesitate to order! Sorry, no Wah
Wah pedal included!

Rock around the clock tonight with the exclusive Stauer 6-String Watch for under $100!

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices

Exclusively Through Stauer
Stauer 6-String Timepiece—$499
Now $99 +S&P  Save $400
Receive a $50 Stauer Gift Coupon with 
the purchase of this watch.
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-888-324-1893
Promotional Code GUW152-04
Please mention this code when you call.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. GUW152-04
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
www.stauer.com 

WATCH SPECS:
- Stainless steel case  - 27-jewel automatic movement
- Date, day and day/night complications
- Croc-embossed leather strap fits 6 3/4"–8 3/4" wrist

The Official Watch of Rock and Roll

A+ 
Rating

Stauer®
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display collectibles, free-standing shelves, wire 

racks, ceiling slings, milk crates, pegboards, 

plastic tubs, even muffin tins. If you’re on a 

budget, you can mix ’em up. But if you’re look-

ing to create a “Garage Mahal,” consider 

matching or complementary storage units. 

First of all, a workbench is essential. Look 

for well-made sliding drawers and/or shelves 

underneath the work surface where you can 

store items you use frequently. Griot’s Garage 

offers everything from its “Super Sturdy” work-

bench to a complete workstation with a built-in 

bench. Prices range from $499 to $3,999. 

Griot’s, Craftsman (Sears), Baldhead and 

vault, to name just a few, offer beautifully 

crafted, long-lasting mobile and fixed steel 

cabinets, with sturdy drawers on roller bear-

ings. They also sell wall storage units. Cabinets 

are the first thing most people see, and they 

set the tone for a neat, well-organized garage 

space. Built-in closets with folding doors and 

hinged two-door cabinets are another good 

way to conceal unsightly stuff that you don’t 

want seen. If space is at a premium, consider a 

fold-down workbench wall cabinet. nice exam-

ples are available starting at just $189.

Measure all your available space, and when 

you specify the cabinets, vary the heights and 

top the low (36-inch high) units with cut-to-size 

butcher block or hardwood work surfaces. That 

way, you can create a wall of shelving with a 

custom workbench. Line the cabinet drawers 

with tool holders and dividers, then label them 

like the professionals do, and you’ll not only 

have a neat-appearing setup, you’ll know 

where everything is located. Steel cabinets can 

last virtually forever, and there are units to fit 

every budget. Shop around and check your 

local classifieds for bargains from estate sales 

and garage liquidations. 

If you’re a petroliana collector, free-

standing wood-framed glass cabinets are 

tool drawers, tire racks, clean work benches and abundant cabinetry help make any garage a showplace. 
griot’s, Craftsman, baldhead and vault all offer a variety of steel cabinets and wall storage units. 

e v e r y t h i n g  i n  i ts  p l a c e
essential collector
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many others, you can lift a seldom-used or 

inoperable car up and out of the way and use 

the space underneath for work or storage. 

Plan to keep as much as possible off your 

garage floor to help reduce clutter and make 

your garage easier to keep clean. If ceiling 

height permits, consider building a storage loft 

or adding a mezzanine floor to store large stuff 

you need but seldom use. Adding a versalift 

elevator will get items out of the way in your 

garage attic until you need them. Hyloft sells a 

tire rack that can be suspended from the ceil-

ing. Trash and rags are unsightly; Shure offers a 

storage fixture to hide trash and recycling cans.

you don’t have to spend a fortune on 

every element of your storage system. Metal 

muffin tins, available at your supermarket, 

make a handy storage place for nuts, bolts 

and other small parts as you’re working on a 

project. Transparent plastic buckets sold at 

Kmart and Walmart are easily labeled and 

stacked. Wire shelves, slotted wall panels, 

even sturdy metal hooks, are useful. Just be 

sure to attach them securely so they can han-

dle the load(s) you’re planning.

A neat garage is an efficient garage. It all 

starts and ends with proper storage.

perfect to safely display your treasures and 

minimize dust accumulation. Antique units 

are the best because they’re often made so 

well and they can be very attractive. They 

can also be expensive, so try to find them at 

a swap meet or from a failed retailer, garage 

or hardware store that’s going out of business. 

Wall-mounted pegboards, with quick-

detachable shelving and/or metal hooks, are 

relatively cheap and neatly store frequently 

used tools in plain view. Closet organizer 

companies like Closetmaid or Gridiron offer 

many clever storage solutions. Griot’s has an 

affordable “Slatwall” storage system that’s 

ideal for car tools. Just be sure to buy shelves, 

brackets, buckets and baskets strong enough 

to hold whatever you put in them.

Consider those items you may not use fre-

quently but want to store. Griot’s and other 

suppliers offer dedicated racks for wheels and 

tires, as well as overhead storage cabinets. 

Some of these can be securely attached to 

ceilings or walls so they use space you 

wouldn’t be using anyway, saving more room 

on lower levels. Special metal shelves and bot-

tle racks, designed to hold cleaners, wax and 

polish, oil cans, spray cans, Wd-40 and other 

frequently used things, are readily available. 

They keep everything neatly stowed and add 

to the professional look of your workspace. A 

locking “Key Keeper” is handy. you can store 

keys near your cars, but the steel cabinet dis-

courages thieves and avoids clutter.

Cars take up a considerable amount of 

room in any garage, but there’s a bright idea to 

easily move them aside. It’s called Ezovr — a 

flat, drive-on, rollable car dolly that lets you 

park your vehicle securely then roll it out of the 

way. Housing three cars in a two-car garage is 

a snap with an Ezovr “garage expander.” 

Alternatively, with any number of hydraulic lifts, 

like those offered by Backyard Buddy and 

GaraGe resources
Check out these cabinet and storage 

outfitter Websites for additional products 

and more information.

baldhead Metal Cabinets

baldheadcabinets.com

griot’s garage

griotsgarage.com

sears Craftsman

craftsman.com

Closetmaid

www2.closetmaid.com

eZovr garage expander

ezovr.com

grid iron

gridironusa.com

hyloft 

hyloft.com

Mezzanines by design

mezzaninesbydesign.com

shure

shureusa.com

vault luxury garage outfitters

showroomgarage.com

versalift (attic storage)

bpghome.com

you can tell when a garage is well done because it becomes a place where you really want to hang out. 
one of the keys is clean floors, thanks to lifts and the judicious use of available wall space.

e v e r y t h i n g  i n  i ts  p l a c e
essential collector
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Corvette America
Manufacturing

Get a FREE Catalog Today!
Dealer inquiries welcome! 
800-458-3475 
www.CorvetteAmerica.com

Corvette America is the #1 Manufacturer & Supplier! 
Our products are available from ALL major Corvette 

parts suppliers & your local dealer!

Manufacturing the Best 
Corvette Interiors in Reedsville, PA.

Visit us on:
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t h e  “ o t h e r ”  p o r s c h e s
marketwatch

Front-engined, water-cooled Porsches provide performance, value and good looks.  By dAvE KInnEy

QuiCK, thinK oF A PorsChe. If you are a collector car guy or gal, it’s an almost certain bet that your first Porsche thought is of a 356 or 911 series 

car. Both are rear engined, and until just a few years ago, the 911 and its variants were air cooled, as were all production 356s. 

Porsche has also extended its brand into a successful line of SUvs and now four-door cars with the introduction of the Panamera. But for many 

years Porsche also built front-engined sports cars, starting with the 924 that first appeared on American shores in 1977 and followed quickly by the 

928, a car that it should be noted is stickered for $7,725 more than the top-of-the-line 911 SC Targa. The 928, 928 S and 928 S4 were v-8 powered 

cars; the 924 and 944 cars and the later 968 were all four-cylinder cars.

As the front-engined 924s, 928s, 944s and 968s move into the collector car market space, it might be time to consider the purchase of a Porsche 

with a motor up front. The downside? As the “cheap” Porsche, many of them got abused and misused by their early owners. you can find the upside 

in well-maintained, coddled and even babied examples that come to the marketplace.

J U S T  A D D  WAT E R
this 1980 Porsche 924 gts light-
weight is one of fewer than 50. 
(below) A two-tone paint job makes 
this 1980 924 turbo quite rare.

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices

If You Love Someone, Send Them FREE
Exclusive FREE Jewelry Offer - This DiamondAura® True Heart Pendant is our gift to you.


“I love having this pendant

around my neck... wonderful...
This is a STEAL!” 

— C. FROM COLORADO


“...an incredible product. 
Get one IMMEDIATELY.” 

— W. FROM NEBRASKA


“WOW! It is an eye-catcher!” 

— A. FROM FLORIDA


“Probably one of the nicest

pieces of jewelry I own. 
Well done, Stauer.” 
— C.B. FROM MAINE

Your first question is “Why?” Why would
any company give away sterling silver

jewelry for FREE? It doesn’t make sense. It
sounds like a trick. There has to be a catch.
Nobody else does this, right? 

Exactly. Nobody else does this. That’s
the point. Stauer isn’t like anybody else 
and we can prove it. Call today and 
we’ll send you this stunning 4 ⅓ carat 
DiamondAura® True Heart Pendant in
gleaming .925 sterling silver, absolutely
FREE. You pay only $19.95 for shipping 
& processing, our normal fee for a $179
pendant... and we’ll even pay you back
with a $25 Gift Coupon that will arrive
with your pendant!

A spectacular symbol of love. Nothing
is more important than making a great 
first impression. That’s why we chose 
the lab-created DiamondAura True Heart
Pendant. One of jewelry’s most distinctive
cuts, the heart shape absolutely explodes
with brilliant light. 

Our designers set the 4 ⅓ carat, white 
DiamondAura centerpiece atop a unique
“cage” setting of rhodium-plated, .925 
sterling silver and surrounded it with a halo
of 22 round-cut DiamondAura dazzlers. It’s
easy to see why our clients are raving. You
won’t find a clearer expression of true love! 

What is DiamondAura? Gemologists
have broken the code to create an impeccable
lab-created stone with even more fire and
better clarity than mined diamonds. In the
laboratory, they found a way to match the
brilliance of a diamond while avoiding the
outrageous price. The complex laboratory
process involves rare minerals heated to an
incredibly high temperature of nearly
5,000°F inside some very modern and 
expensive equipment. Best of all, the 
science behind DiamondAura lets you 
indulge in large-carat luxury free from 
environmental (or political) concerns!   

Our exclusive lab-created DiamondAura is
hard enough to cut glass and retains every
jeweler’s specification including color, cut,
clarity and carat weight. According to the
book Jewelry and Gems – The Buying Guide
the technique used in DiamondAura offers,
“The best diamond simulation to date, and
even some jewelers have mistaken these
stones for mined diamonds.”  

Now back to your first question. This
offer sounds too good to be true, but we
made it “too good” for a reason. Once you
get a look at the selection, stories and 
stunning offers available from Stauer, we
bet you’ll be back. Our idea of luxury is
hard to resist. True luxury doesn’t have to

cost a fortune. We don’t spend big money
on billboards, celebrity photo shoots or 
retail stores. We’d rather spend it on you.  

Order today and get “Better Than
FREE” Shipping. If I had my way, we’d
ship the True Heart Pendant to you at no
charge. Unfortunately, the rising cost of gas
and freight makes that impossible. 
But what I can do is send you a bonus to
make up the difference. That’s right, order
today and I’ll include a $25 Stauer Gift
Coupon with your FREE Pendant.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. DHP204-02
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

DiamondAura® True Heart 
Pendant (4 ½ ctw) $179.00 
Your Cost— FREE — pay shipping &

processing only.

Call now to take advantage of this
extremely limited offer.

1-888-201-7050
Promotional Code DHP204-02
Please mention this code when you call.

www.stauer.com

Stauer has a Better Business Bureau
Rating of A+

Stauer®

DHP204-02_7x10_Layout 1  6/29/11  9:53 AM  Page 1
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interior and equipped with the 5.0-liter 316-bhp v-8 

and an automatic. It showed just 49,882 miles on the 

odometer. This sunroof-equipped S4 has excellent 

paint and blackout trim. Even the compound rubber 

spoiler is nice; they go bad fast with exposure to the 

sun. Inside is quite tidy; the leather looks like it should 

in a car with half its miles and half its age. More than 

just a bit expensive for an automatic-equipped car, 

nice always brings a premium over nasty.

4 | 1978 Porsche 924

sold At A rePorted $7,500

Bought from a BringATrailer.com listing, December 2010

This Malaga Red 924 sports a tan vinyl interior 

and is powered by the normally aspirated 1985cc 

inline four producing 110 bhp and shifting through 

a manual transmission. Said to be show quality 

and described as “pristine” in the sales posting, 

it is from the estate of Bob Snodgrass of Brumos 

Porsche and was in the Brumos Museum for 10 

years. The interior is unmarked and the paint 

is great. Under hood is best described as near 

concours condition, with everything as new. How 

good a deal was this? Just hours after the sale, it 

was reported back on the market in Canada with 

an asking price of $12,900 Canadian.

SPORTS CAR TRAILER40’ LOW PROFILE

12FT-40FT CAR HAULERENCLOSED LOWPROFILE CAR HAULER

We will 
deliver 

ANYWHERE!
ASK ABOUT

OUR LIFETIME
WARRANTY

877-639-0377WWW.MONTROSETRAILER.COM
180 Ruth St, Montrose, MI 48457

SAME OWNERS, SAME QUALITY TRAILERS, SAME SERVICE
& LOCATION, BUY & ORDER MANUFACTURER DIRECT

FORMERLY KNOWN AS 

X-TREME TRAILERS

Front-engined Porsche index

To Join Us For Corvette Funfest 2011!
September 16-18

To Join Us For Corvette Funfest 2011!To Join Us For Corvette Funfest 2011!To Join Us For Corvette Funfest 2011!

I WANT YOUI WANTI WANT YOUYOU
Ph: 866-811-0417
Sept. 16-18, 2011

Corvettefunfest.com

17082 N US Highway 45, Effingham, IL 62401

©Mid America Motorworks, Inc. All rights reserved.

Don’t miss America’s 
Star Spangled Corvette Party!

Register Today! 
Join tens of thousands of 

Corvette enthusiasts at the 
18th Annual Corvette Funfest!

1 | 1980 Porsche 924 turbo 

sold At $7,000 

Bought from a Craigslist ad, April 2011 
Any 924 Turbo is rare to see these days, but they’re 

even rarer in two-tone paint, which was offered 

in 1980 and 1981 only. This one is finished in Inari 

Silver and onyx and fitted with the 1985cc inline 

four, rated at 143 bhp and equipped with a five-

speed manual transmission. Showing 28,000 miles, 

it wears its original paint, which has lasted well, 

albeit with some stone chips to the front bumper. 

only the (expected) hairline cracks in the dash 

keep the interior from being indistinguishable 

from new. you could fill many garages with high-

mile, unhappy $2,500 924s, and some will be 

turbos. Finding nice, well-kept cars with extremely 

low miles such as this is far from easy.

2 | 1980 Porsche 924 gts lightweight 

sold, “buy it now” PriCe wAs $75,000 

Bought from an eBay listing, buyer found it on 
BringATrailer.com, September 2010 
When most people think of a red Porsche with well 

over 200 horsepower, they don’t think of a 924. no.14 

9/09 12/09 3/10 6/10 9/10 3/1112/10

As rear-engined Porsches have risen in 
value, front-engined cars are being 
reevaluated. Many have aged better than 
contemporary road tests predicted, and 
some models actually offer prodigious 
performance relative to the dollar. After all, 
a turbo 944 or a 928 S4 can easily 
out-dash many of today’s new cars, all 
while costing less than a 2012 Kia.

For a long time, maintenance costs 
kept resale values low — a seemingly 
innocuous trip to the garage could easily 
cost as much as the car itself. Sheer 
expense meant deferred maintenance for 
those seeking a cheap thrill, and 
well-looked-after examples are rare.

Front-engined Porsches have 
performed well during the past five years. 
Hagerty Price Guide’s index of water-cooled 
Porsches shows an increase of 30 percent 
since September 2006, and an uptick of 8 
percent during the past 12 months. As 911s 
increase in value and later-production cars 
still remain relatively expensive, demand 
and price for front-engined Porsches should 
continue to rise.

P o R S c h E  P R i c E S 
B l o o M i n g

of a production run of fewer than 50, this 

924 Lightweight is finished in Guards 

Red with a grey cloth interior. The same 

basic Audi-derived 1984cc inline four 

seen in other 924s is fuel injected and 

turbocharged to yield 245 bhp, which 

heads aft through a five-speed manual. 

Lightweight features include fixed 

headlights under plexiglass covers, 

sliding side and hatchback windows 

glazed with plexiglass and lightweight 

aluminum doors and hood. Inside, there 

is room for two in a pair of sports seats 

as seen in the 935. Basically a street-

legal racecar, this should be enough to 

change anyone’s opinion of the 924 as 

an afterthought in the Porsche world. 

3 | 1987 Porsche 928 s4 Coupe

sold At $22,000 

Lot 19.2, Barrett-Jackson, Palm Beach,  
April 7–9, 2011
This Porsche was finished in Grand 

Prix White with Mahogany leather 

2

3

4

1 Average prices of Porsche 924, 944 and 928 models.
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should your historic vehicle have the same cultural status and 

favorable regulatory treatment as historic buildings? That was an 

intriguing question for the HvA. After taking the idea out for a 

test drive, it appears that the answer may hold the key to long-

term, significant benefits for collector cars. 

Historic buildings, airplanes, canoes, gas stations and strips of 

highway have all found official recognition, status and protection 

under the national Historic Preservation Act of 1966. It’s an odd 

quirk that the most significant invention of the 20th century 

has yet to take its formal place alongside buildings and other 

transportation-related sites and historic objects.

While there are many possible reasons for the omission of 

collector cars in the existing historic framework, there is one reason 

that quickly comes to mind: Thinking of our “iron” as historic or 

culturally significant is counterintuitive to most collectors. The 

typical collector is more motivated by nostalgia than the thought 

of preserving a vehicle or being a steward of a piece of history. 

We are in our early stages of exploration on this idea, but 
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update
[ fact vs. fiction ]
the real dirt on air pollution 
and historic vehicles 
A lot of what Americans believe about air pollution is incorrect or 

grossly exaggerated. Here are five “fictions” about carbon emissions 

and the related facts to make you breathe easier.

FiCtion: Historic vehicles are responsible for more annual carbon 

emissions than modern cars.

FACt: Compared with modern vehicles, there are far fewer historic 

vehicles on the road and they are only driven an average of 484 miles per 

year, according to HvA’s 2010 Economic Impact Study data. That means 

the average historic vehicle — getting 15 MPG — is only responsible for 

0.3 metric tons per year. The EPA says the average passenger vehicle is 

responsible for 1.5 metric tons of carbon emission annually. 

FiCtion: Air quality has worsened over the past 30 years.

FACt: According to the most recent EPA data on air quality in the 

United States, the air we breathe today is considerably cleaner 

than it was 30 years ago — particularly where carbon emissions are 

concerned. The EPA study notes an astounding 80-percent decrease 

in the presence of carbon in our air over the past three decades. 

FiCtion: older vehicles create more air pollution than charcoal grills.

FACt: A charcoal grill leaves a carbon footprint three times larger than 

the average historic vehicle. In 2009, Swiss chemist Eric Johnson studied 

the annual carbon footprint of a typical charcoal grill and found that each 

is responsible for emitting one metric ton of carbon per year. Compared 

to the 0.3 metric tons of the average historic vehicle, it’s easy to see why a 

tailgate party is dirtier than the average historic vehicle tailpipe.

FiCtion: you can’t win an argument with the EPA.

FACt: you can if you have the data. In 2005, the Arizona department of 

Environmental Quality (AdEQ) conducted a scientific study to determine 

the effect collector vehicles have on carbon emissions and overall air 

quality. The AdEQ determined that the impact on emissions and air 

quality from collector vehicles is “negligible,” and in April 2007 the EPA 

approved the exemption after an examination of AdEQ findings.

Note: The full ADEQ report can be found in the HVA’s “Resources/

Media Center” at historicvehicle.org.

FiCtion: Most lawmakers in the United States and Canada 

specifically target older vehicles with emissions regulations.

FACt: The vast majority of states and provinces in the United States 

and Canada exempt historic vehicles from emissions testing. To learn 

more, or if you have questions about the emissions laws in your state, 

go to the HvA’s interactive emissions map of the United States and 

Canada found at historicvehicle.org. 

we have had encouraging dialogue and 

feedback from a number of prominent 

collectors and historians inside and outside 

the collector car world about the benefits 

of including collector cars in the national 

Historic Preservation Act. In our initial 

research we found that inclusion under the 

Act is always voluntary, and the rights of the 

property owner remain intact. We aren’t 

interested in pursuing any initiative that 

would create more red tape or allow the 

government to tell us how to use our cars. 

We will keep you updated on our progress 

as we develop the details of our “drive History” 

initiative. In the meantime, if you or your club 

have feedback or comments, please go to 

historicvehicle.org/latest-news/Current-

news/2011/08/15/national-treasure.

Making your
ColleCtor Car 

a 
Historic treasure

HVA group seeks to extend the National 
Historic Preservation Act to the automobile.

By CARMEL RoBERTS
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U.S. GOV’T GOLD AT-COST
TODAY - The U.S. Money Reserve has scheduled the fi nal release of U.S. Gov’t Issued 
$5 Gold Coins previously held at the U.S. Mint at West Point. These Gov’t Issued Gold 
Coins are being released on a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve basis, for the incredible markup-
free price of only $169.40 each. This “at-cost” Gov’t Gold offer will be available for only 
a limited time, so do not delay. Call a Sr. Gold Specialist today.

DUE TO STRICT LIMITED AVAILABILITY, TELEPHONE ORDERS 
WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVE BASIS 
ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER. 

Own Gov’t Issued Gold Coins 

$16940
EACH

Markup-Free Price of ONLY

If you’ve been waiting to 
move your hard-earned mon-
ey into precious metals, the 
time is now to consider trans-
ferring your U.S. dollars into 
United States Government 

Gold. The Gold market is on the move, 
up more than 450% over the past 10 
years - outpacing the DOW, NASDAQ and 
S&P 500. Call immediately to order your 
United States Gold Coins direct from our 
Main Vault Facility, “at-cost”, for the amaz-
ing price of only $169.40 per coin. Special 
arrangements can be made for Gold pur-
chases over $50,000. Order your Gold today!
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 CALL TOLL FREE (7 Days A Week) 

1-855-274-0744
MASTERCARD • VISA • AMEX • DISCOVER • CHECK

Vault No. HAM1-16940

Coins enlarged 
to show detail.

1 – Gov’t Issued Gold Coin      $    169.40

5 – Gov’t Issued Gold Coins       $    847.00

10 – Gov’t Issued Gold Coins      $  1,694.00

DUE TO MARKET FLUCTUATIONS, AT-COST PRICES ARE VALID FOR A MAXIMUM 
OF 30 DAYS FROM AD PUBLICATION DATE. DISTRIBUTOR OF GOVERNMENT 

GOLD. NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. SPECIAL AT-COST OFFER 
IS STRICTLY LIMITED TO ONLY ONE LIFETIME PURCHASE OF 10 AT-COST COINS 

(REGARDLESS OF PRICE PAID) PER HOUSEHOLD, PLUS SHIPPING AND INSURANCE.  

Distributor of Government Gold. Not affi liated with the U.S. Government.

( PLUS INSURANCE, SHIPPING & HANDLING $31.00)

( PLUS INSURANCE, SHIPPING & HANDLING $31.00)

( PLUS INSURANCE, SHIPPING & HANDLING $36.00)

Distributor of Government Gold. Not affi liated with the U.S. Government.

© 2011 U.S. Money Reserve. No one, including the U.S. Money Reserve, can guarantee a Gold Coin’s future value will go up or down. 

h i s t o r i c v e h i c l e . o r gupdate F o c u s

The HvA believes great things can happen when historic vehicle enthusiasts come 

together. We number in the millions and — when acting in unison and speaking 

with one voice — are a powerful political and charitable force. 

When it comes to charitable giving, few can match the track record of the 

national Council of Corvette Clubs. With more than 16,000 members in more 

than 300 regional clubs across the United States, the only thing bigger than 

the nCCC’s mailing list is the checks it writes annually to help those in need.

“Every year we raffle a Corvette that raises anywhere from $50,000 to 

$100,000 which we donate to the national Kidney Foundation,” says current 

President Hal Bellamy.

And that’s just for starters.

Bellamy says the main work of the nCCC revolves around organizing 

regional and local affiliate activities, car rallies, races and shows, and providing 

liability insurance for these club-sanctioned events. But where nCCC members 

really make their mark is in the money they raise for everything from college 

scholarships to “disaster funds” granted to members facing financial burdens 

caused by such things as medical hardships or deaths in the family.

Celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2009, the nCCC is a nationwide 

umbrella organization for Corvette owners and clubs. When Bellamy joined 

the organization 25 years ago, membership stood at 8,000.

“But since then they’ve sold around 1 million Corvettes,” Bellamy says. 

“That, more than anything, has helped our membership grow.”

The nCCC came out against car scrappage in 2009 when the government 

launched its Cash for Clunkers Program. And, of course, club officers call local 

officials when affiliate clubs hosting events occasionally run into ordinances that 

seem unfair. But Bellamy would rather not draw political lines in the sand.

“We’re a pretty happy group of people overall,” he says. And they 

have big hearts. 

For more information on the nCCC, go to corvettesnccc.org.

[ club spotlight ]
the national council of corvette clubs 

nCCC President hal bellamy oversees a membership 
that receives the checkered flag in charitable giving.

car show helps Fund 
ronald McDonald house 
When Indiana high schooler Kassie Helsel was 

approached by her school about leading a 

community service project, she organized a car 

show. Helped by friends, Helsel contacted business 

sponsors, notified local collectors and arranged to 

have proceeds from the Lowell Community Car Show 

go to the local Ronald Mcdonald House. A car nut 

herself, Helsel was asked why more young people 

aren’t interested in cars. “Cost is a huge factor,” she 

says. “I don’t think young people are less interested 

in cars; I think access to them became more difficult 

so it appears enthusiasm has dropped.”

Kassie helsel turned an interest in cars into a charity fund-
raiser for a local ronald Mcdonald house.

A tAXing issue
The Q&A article with Rick Kopec (HvA Update, 

Hagerty Summer 2011) sparked controversy 

among HvA members. you might remember 

that, earlier this year, Kopec penned an 

April Fools’ day prank that went viral on 

the Internet and raised the ire of historic 

enthusiasts everywhere. Some members 

suggested that the article with Kopec glorified 

the hoax and that, by featuring the man 

behind it, the HvA condoned the action.

The fact is that unfair tax threats to historic 

vehicle owners are not that far-fetched. The 

one silver lining to “the Rick Kopec story” is 

that enthusiasts can be a powerful and vocal 

force when threatened. The questions we 

posed to Rick Kopec failed in driving these 

points home to a number of readers. To those 

who wrote and called in, we apologize.
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wooDwarD FaB
Free metal working equipment 
catalog with affordable prices. 
Featuring sheetmetal brakes, 
shears, grinders, belt sanders, 
notchers, iron workers, pipe 
benders, nibblers, punches, 
body hammers, shot bags, 
metal cutting saws, english 
wheels, shrinker/stretchers 
from $179.99, metal brakes from 
$299.99, rolls from $299.99. Call 
us at 800-391-5419 or order at 
woodwardfab.com.

aMes perForMance
The nation’s largest supplier of Pontiac restoration parts for over 35 
years caters to 1964-1977 GTo, LeMans and Tempest, 1967-1981 Trans 
Am and Firebird and 1955-1977 Fullsize Pontiac and Grand Prix. In 
addition we are releasing a 1961-1963 Tempest and Lemans catalog. 
For a FREE catalog call 800-421-2637 or visit amesperf.com.

aMerican resto MoDs
Whether you bring your treasured classic to American Resto Mods for 
a full restoration or just regular maintenance, you will quickly feel con-
fident about our skills and passion for perfection. Meet the talented 
craftsmen of our team that represent over 75 years of experience and 
follow the daily status of our projects at AmericanrestoMods.com.

national
parts Depot
Huge inventories of concours-
correct restoration parts for your 
’65-’73 Mustang, ’67-’81 Camaro, 
’64-’87 Chevelle, Malibu & 
El Camino, ’79-’93 Mustang, 
’67-’81 Firebird, ’48-’79 F-series 
Truck, ’80-’96 F-series Truck, 
’66-’96 Bronco and ’55-’57 
Thunderbird. Average of just 1-3 
days delivery from the closest 
of four retail warehouses. FREE 
catalogs, call 352-387-0021.

little guy
The Little Guy is an ultra-lightweight teardrop/camper trailer designed 
for fun. Made to be towed by small cars, this two-person sleeping 
camper looks great behind a street rod. The rear hatch galley makes 
the Little Guy ideal for car shows and tailgating. 
877-545-4897  golittleguy.com 

reliaBle carriers
oUR HERITAGE UndERSTAndS yoUR HERITAGE. For more than 
50 years, we’ve demonstrated how to move your vintage — and 
often priceless — vehicles. With fully enclosed transporters, 24/7 
GPS tracking, and an unstoppable commitment to quality, you’ve 
got one elegant solution: total peace of mind about your heritage 
car. Call us at 877-744-7889 or log on at reliablecarriers.com.

griot’s garage
Car care is our passion. We’ve 
even trademarked the statement 
“Car Care for the Perfectionist!®” 
Griot’s Garage is dedicated to 
providing superior products 
to folks like you who want the 
best. Everything you need: 
unsurpassed car care products, 
professional quality tools and 
garage accessories. Have fun in 
your garage!® 800-345-5789 
or griotsgarage.com for a 
free catalog.

MaKes glass 
invisiBle
Invisible Glass was developed 
with two simple objectives: 
superior cleaning power 
and “invisible” clarity. When 
compared to ordinary “blue 
water” glass cleaners, you’ll 
immediately see how quickly 
Invisible Glass removes even 
the most difficult grime, making 
glass virtually disappear! For tips, 
testimonials, prizes, and more go 
to Freeinvisibleglass.com or call 
888-786-6373.

America’s Most Trusted Tool Brand
Is Now Available at

Summit Racing Equipment!

suMMit racing
your Performance Powerhouse 
has teamed up with America’s 
Most Trusted Tool Brand! 
Stock your shop today with 
high-quality Craftsman hand, 
power, and air tools plus all 
of the storage and garage 
accessories you need. We also 
have money and time-saving 
Summit Racing/Craftsman Tool 
Combos with tools for specific 
jobs. Call 800-230-3030 or 
shop our entire selection at 
summitracing.com.

antique auto Battery
We have been making show-quality antique and classic batteries 
for over 21 years. our batteries come with period-correct caps, our 
famous poly-tar tops, date coding, and a 4-year prorated warranty. 
We are licensed by the Big Four. We also have a complete line of 
cables, 6-volt and 12-volt alternators and charges. Call 330-425-2395 
or 800-426-7580, or visit antiqueautobattery.com.

corvette central
Corvette Central produces 
six generation-specific parts 
catalogs and an accessory 
catalog which features gifts 
and accessories for every year 
Corvette. From C1 to zR1, only 
Corvette Central has it all! 
corvettecentral.com 
corvetteperformance.com 
corvettecentralexhaust.com 
800-345-4122

east coast restorations
Precision metal work from highly skilled craftsmen specializing in 
custom metal fabrication, chopped top customs, traditional inspired 
customs and stand-alone paint and body work. The East Coast’s 
choice in collision repair for your classic vehicle. For more information 
visit eastcoastrestorationsinc.net or call 302-349-4200.

MiD aMerica 
MotorworKs
Pursue your passion here. our 
FREE, full-color catalog covers 
every year Corvette: 1953-2011 
(C1-C6). The catalog includes 
restoration, maintenance, 
interiors and performance parts, 
plus car care products, the 
newest Corvette clothing, and 
fun lifestyle accessories. FREE. 
Call 866-377-2294 or shop 
corvette.mamotorworks.com. 
Mention Code: HAG11.

Morris classic concepts
Safe, modern-style, comfortable 3-Point Seatbelts for GM, 
Mopar, and Ford. Assembled; looks factory. only car and year 
specific belts available. They bolt directly into all factory mount-
ing points; stainless steel brackets. REAR 3-Point Seatbelts: 
67-73 Camaro and 67-69 Firebird. Also available: GM Licensed 
Stainless Steel Emblems and driving Light Kits.
morrisclassicconcepts.com  864-987-0032

carJacKet®

A BAG — noT A CovER. A perfect combination. CarJacket® 
protects your car from aging during storage while Hagerty insures 
your car from accidents. your car comes from storage exactly as it 
went in. no RUST — no dUST! Indoor use only. 
800-522-7224 carbag.com

FiBerglass quarterpanel extensions
Replica Plastics of dothan designs, tests and manufactures 
over 400 quality parts for GM cars including Buick, Cadillac, 
oldsmobile, Pontiac and Chevrolet. our affordable quarter 
panels install in minutes, without having to remove the rear 
bumper, and come with a full lifetime warranty. Contact us 
today for a complete listing of parts and prices.
800-873-5871  replica-plastics.com
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in its original lucerne blue paint, John Kinton’s unrestored 1972 leMans looks remarkably 
pristine. it has dual exhausts, a four-speed manual and the 350-cid engine, though Kinton is 
still kicking himself for not ordering the 455. it has a mere 31,000 miles on the clock.

the luCerne blue 1972 LeMans looks virtually new, 

yet John Kinton drove it off the dealer’s lot almost 40 

years ago. After owning a 1961 Lancer, a new 1965 dart 

and a 1969 Super Bee, Kinton assumed there would be 

another Mopar in his future despite repeated problems 

with the Super Bee. But as Kinton 

recalled, “I waited too long.” 

Plymouth dropped the ‘Cuda con-

vertible after 1971. 

With a convertible more of a 

priority than another Mopar, Kinton 

turned to Pontiac. He already had 

had plenty of experience with his 

wife’s 1966 GTo, which she’d used 

to flat-tow the Super Bee whenever 

the choke failed. 

When Kinton checked the 

boxes, it was for a 1972 LeMans 

Sport convertible with the GTo 

option package, including the 

Endura front bumper, hood scoop 

and fender vents. He also opted 

love is blue
for dual exhaust, bucket seats and a four-speed transmis-

sion mounted in a center console. Although he chose 

the 350-cid engine to be sensible, “In hindsight I wish I’d 

gotten the 455.” Kinton’s only modification was to have 

the new car rust-proofed, which has preserved the origi-

nal panels and paint. 

“That first year,” he recalls, “we only drove 6,000 

miles,” most of which came during a trip from ohio 

to Las vegas to visit the in-laws. The mileage stayed 

low because he had “a winter beater” and stored the 

LeMans in the winters. Constantly garaged, it was used 

daily in fair weather. 

After it was retired from daily use, the convertible was 

used for family fun. “We’d all go out to the lakes and 

our three kids would ride in the back.” Kinton was quick 

to school the youngsters in keeping the car clean and 

never climbing in with muddy shoes. In the late 1990s, 

the basement — where the LeMans, the GTo, a Corvair 

and a ‘95 Mustang were stored — was badly flooded. 

Although the engine was spared, the transmission and 

rear axle had to be drained of water. He also had to 

remove the seats and replace the sodden carpet. 

over the years, the LeMans has needed remarkably little work. The 

Endura front bumper was repainted after it was backed into while Kinton and 

his wife were enjoying supper. However, he attributes the rear-axle failure in 

2010 to the flooding a decade earlier, and he’s just had the radiator re-cored. 

His current project involves stripping off the undercoating that has protected 

his blue beauty so well.

After 39 years, the Pontiac shows just 31,000 miles. Consistently admired, it’s 

won trophies at shows all over ohio. At events Kinton has turned down multiple 

offers for the unrestored beauty because he has other plans for it. “I’d like to be 

buried in it,” he quips. Actually, his plans are much darker. He’s leaving it to the 

kids and “they’ll have to fight over it.”
built by: 

Pontiac Motor 
division 

Quantity 
Produced: 
3,438 (1972) 

original Price: 
$3,346 base

Current Price:
$8,300–$33,600*



* values provided by Hagerty Price Guide, May–August 2011. 

Chance led former Mopar Man 
John Kinton to this Pontiac 
LeMans Sport convertible 39 years 
ago, and he never let it go. 
By JonATHAn A. STEIn

PARTS & ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE FOR

65-73  
MUSTANG

48-79  
F-SERIES 
TRUCK

67-81  
CAMARO

67-81  
FIREBIRD

79-93  
MUSTANG

64-87 CHEVELLE,  
   MALIBU &  
       EL CAMINO

80-96  
F-SERIES 
TRUCK

66-96  
BRONCO

55-57  
THUNDERBIRD

Over 570,000 sq ft of Fully-Stocked Warehouses / Stores

FREE COLOR CATALOG
352-387-0021
Scan Here or Visit Us Online  
& See Our NEW Improvements

  N CAROLINA - Charlotte,
  Local 704-331-0900

800-368-6451
  MICHIGAN - Canton,
  Local - 734-397-4569

800-521-6104
  CALIFORNIA - Ventura,
  Local - 805-654-0468

800-235-3445
  FLORIDA - Ocala,
  Local - 352-861-8700

800-874-7595

LARGEST INVENTORY 
No other restoration supplier has  

the inventory we do!

NO DROP SHIPPING
Over 98% instant fill-rate,  

we ship directly to you!

COURTEOUS SERVICE
Sales staff available 24/7, or walk-in 

Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm, Sat.-Sun. 8am-5pm

FAST DELIVERY 
1-3 day delivery to  

most of the US!

LOW SHIPPING RATES
Free ground shipping on  

orders over $300!

REPUTATION 
35 years of exceeding 

customer expectations!

National Parts Depot is proud to  
be a major sponsor of The Iacocca  
Foundation and The Lee Iacocca Award, 
“Given for Dedication to excellence in  
perpetuating an American  
Automotive Tradition.”

www.iacoccafoundation.org

Copyright © 2011 by National Parts Depot, All Rights Reserved.
WWW.NATIONALPARTSDEPOT.COM
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SOON

64-72 GTO,  
  TEMPEST  
    & LE MANS
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